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PREFACE. 


The life of Hesiod, remote from towns, and far away 
up the -gulf of \ into, and Ids poetry devoid of sensation 
and excitement in its almost impersonal didacticism, 
place the writer who deals with them at a disadvan- 
tage, as compared with one whose theme is an ancient 
epic, or a Greek or Eoman historian. He lacks, in a 
great measure, the choice of parallels by aid of which 
he may abridge the distance between the shadowy 
past and the Living present. He cannot easDy per- 
suade himself or his readers to realise, in the inspired 
rustic of Ascra, “a heart once pregnant wdth celestial 
fire,” when he reflects how foreign to the wildest 
dreams of an English ploughman would be the reduc- 
tion to verse of his rural experiences, or, still more, 
of his notions about the divine govoniancc of the 
universe. Yet this is an excuse for over- 
looking the p:..-!.-" o .i.L. ! >■ of Homer, the poet 
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nearest to him in claims of antiquity, even if we grant 
that his style is less interesting, and his matter not so 
attractive. Indeed one ingumc-ui: .f^or ihcludiug Hesiod 
in the series of ‘ Ancient Tl ■■ A, “T.: ,'!■ '! V, ,1 .s' 
may he found in the fact that nine out of twelve stu- 
dents finish their classical course with hut the vaguest 
acquaintance with his remauis. Such, therefore, ought 
to he as thaulcful as the unlearned for an idea of 
what he actually or prohahly wrote. And it is this 
which the larger portion of this volume endeavours 
to supply. The poet’s life has been compiled from 
ancient and modern biographies with a constant eye 
to the internal evidence of his extant poetry, for which 
the editions of Paley, Goettling, and Duhner, have 
been chiefly studied. For illustrative quotation, use 
has been chiefly made of the English versions of 
Elton, good for the most part, and, as regards the 
Theogony, almost Miltonic. For the ‘Works and 
Days,’ the little-known version of the Elizabethan 
n ■ : ; ■ rb — i ■>: • :ii- d ■ 'i-i y I'.'i-' ■ , : ■ :: I ■ 

by Mr Hooper’s edition in J. E, Smith’s Library of 
Old Authors — has been here and there pressed into 
our service. A parallel or two to Hesiod’s ‘ Slueld of 
Hercules,’ fiom H:.'!tiot’s .Shield of Achilles, belong to 
an unpublished version by Mr I;',,' ■ Ci.--! But 

to no student of Hesiod are so many thanks due as to 
Mr F. A. Paley, whose notes have been of the utmost 
use, as the most successful attempt to v:;;- - i ! i ’ 
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'.-.I incongruities. Whatever difference of 
opinion may exist upon his views as to the date and 
authorship of the Homeric epics, there can be none as 
to the high value of his edition of Hesiod, which may 
rank with his ^schylus, Euripides, and Propertius, 
For the three ch.iplei s Theognis, which com- 
plete this volume, the translation and arrangement of 
Mr John Hookham Frere have been ■ I ■ ■ ■ - i ' ' ! , ■ 

In some instances, where Gaisford’s text seemed to 
discourage freedom of paraphrase, the editor has fallen 
back' upon his own more hteral versions. On the 
whole, however, the debt • T'i ■■ •i' ■ to Mr Hookham 
Frere, for acting as his exponent to F ■ h ■ ■■■ 

cannot be over-estimated ; and we tender our thanks 
to his literary executors for permission to avail our- 
selves of his acute and lively versions. These are 
marked F. Those of Elton and (-'biipu-.an in rTrsiO'l 
are designated by the letters E and C respectively, 
and the editor’s alternative versions by the letter 
D affixed to them. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

THE LIFE OP HESIOD. 

Op matexials for a biography of the father of didactic 
poetry there is, as might be expected, far less scarcity 
than is felt in •: • i • .=‘..r,- <;• ■■ ■ !“ epic. Classed 
as contemporaries by Herodotus, Homer and Hesiod 
represent two schools of authorship — the former the 
objective and impersonal, wherein the mover of the 
puppets that fill his stage is himself invisible ; the 
latter the subjective and personal, which communicates 
to reader and listener, t! ' ■ ■ :• -i i' ■ : : ■ . 

the private thoughts and circumstances of the indi- 
vidual author. Homer, behind the scenes, sets the 
battles of the Hiad in array, or carries the reader 
with his hero through the voyages and adventures of 
the Odyssey. Hesiod, with all il ■ P li:;/: 

sets himself in tl ' f'- ■ >■ " 1. lets us into confi- 

dences about his family matters — ^his hopes and feam, 
1! the earnests of his sue- 

A. 0. vol. XV. A 
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cess and tlie obstacles to it. Uul r!iilv.-[ih.:i.andi.r-g ii.v.- 
explicitness natural to his school of composition, he 
has failed to leave any record of the date of his life 
and poems. Tor an approximation to this the chief 
authority is Herodotus, v.'ho, in disciissin,:;,- the Hellenic 
theogonies, gives it as his opinion that ‘‘ Hesiod and 
lloimulivor! Tuj'i more thanfour hundred years before” 
his era, and places, it 'will be observed, the didactic 
poet first in order of the two. This would correspond 
with the testimony of the Parian marble which makes 
Hesiod Homer’s senior by about thirty years; and 
Ephorus, the historian of the poet’s fatherland, main- 
tained, amongst ■ :• . ; r "■ y ■ ‘ II ' !. 

There was undoubtedly a counter theory, referred to 
Xenophanes, ■ the Eleatic philosopher, which placed 
Hesiod later than Homer; but the problem is in- 
capable of decisive solution, and the key to it has 
to be sought, if anywhere, in the internal evidence 
of the poems themselves, as to “the state of man- 
ners, customs, arts, and poliiical government fami- 
liar to the respective authors.” Tradition certainly 
conspires to affix a common date to these pre-eminent 
stars of Hellenic poetry, by clinging to a fabled 
contest for the prize of their mutual art ; and, so far 
as it is of any worth, corroborates the consistent be- 
lief of the ancients, that Hesiod flourished at least 
nine centuries before Christ. As to his parentage, 
although the names of his father and mother have not 
been preserved, there is internal evidence of the most 
trustworthy kind. In his ‘Works and Days’ the 
: . -h,; migrated across the .^gean 
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from Cyme in iEolia, nrged "by narrowness of means 
and a desire to iDotter Hs fortunes by a recurrence to 
tbe source,,' i i'- ,!■ i ; for be sailed 
to Eoeotia, tbe motber-country of tbe ^oban colonies. 
There be probably gave up bis ^ \ tabing to 

agriculture instead ; and there — unless, as some have 
surmised without much warranty, bis elder son, 
Hesiod, was bom before his migration — bo begat two 
sons, Hesiod, and a younger brother, Perses, whose 
personality is too abundantJj'- avouched by Hesiod to 
be any subject of question. Though not himself a 
bard, the father must have carried to Boeotia lively 
andi !- •\ > ■. ’ - heroic 
y r ' i '' the jEoHc coast of Asia Minor was 
then establishing a fame ; and his own traditions, to- 
gether -with the iutercourse between the mother and 
daughter countries, cannot but have nursed a taste for 
the muse in Hesiod, which developed i'soi in i! dis- 
tinct and independent vein, and was neither an offset 
of the Homeric stock, nor indebted to the llomevic 
poems for aught beyond the countenance afforded by 
parity of pursuits. The account given by Hesiod 
of his father’s migration deserves citation, and may 
be conviynicntly given in the words of Elton’s transla- 
tion of the ‘T^h jrks and Hays : ’ — 

0 witless Pv-:'Si:.s, ilnis kv hoju-st ga.'n, 

Tliu.-i vlid onr niiuual fjulier plough the main. 

Erst from Alolian Cyme’s distant shore 
3 1'idior in “aide ship liis course lie bore ; 

Through the wide seas his venturous way he took, 

No revenues, nor prosperous ease forsook. 
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':T‘- _ -■ ■:■■■■ ■ “■ poverty began, 

The visitation sent from Heaven to man. 

In Ascra’s wretched hamlet, at the feet 
Of Helicon, he fixed his hnmble seat : 

XJngenial clime — ^in wintry cold severe 

And summer heat, and joyless through the year.” 

— E. 883-894. 

An improinising at first sight, for the growth of 
poesy; but, if the locality is studied, no unmeet 
“nurse,” in its associations and surroundings, “fora 
poetic child.” Hear the base of Helicon, the gentler 
of the twin mountain - brethren towering above the 
chain that circles Boeotia, Ascra was within uaiy Tc;i;oh 
of the grotto of the Libethrian nymphs, and almost 
close to the spring of Aganippe, and the source of the 
memory-haunted Permessus. The fountain of Hippo- 
crene was further to the south ; hut it was near this 
fountain that the inhabitants of Helicon showed to 
Pausanias a very ancient copy of the ‘Works and 
Days’ of the hard, whose name is inseparably associated 
wuth the neighbourhood. Modern travellers describe 
the locality in glowing colours. “The dales and 
slopes of Helicon,” says the Bishop of liincolu, in 
his ‘ Greece, Pictorial, Descriptive, and Historical,’ * 
“ are clothed with groves of olive, walnut, and almond 
trees; clusters of ilex and arbutus deck its higher 

hanks of 

the numerous rills that gush from the soil, and stream 
in shining cascades down its declivities into the plain 
between it and the Copaic Lake. On Helicon,” he 
adds, “accordiug to the ancient belief, no noxious 
* P. 253, 254. 
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herb was found. lEei-f.- also ilie 3 :;’='l .'!a)x- !=.=>■:?. bloomed. 
The ij'ro'iTid is luxuriauily decked with flowers, which 
diffuse a delightful fragrance. It resounds with the 
industrious murmur of bees, and with the music of 
pastoral flutes, and the noise of waterfalls.” The solu- 
tion of the apparent discrepancy between the ancient 
: ■ r'- , ^ and its climate, and that of 

the modern traveller, is probably to be found in the 
leaning of the poet Hesiod’s mind towards the land 
which his father had quitted, and which was then 
more congenial to the growth of poetry — a leaning 
which may have been enhanced and intensified by 
disgust at the injustice done to him, as we shall pre- 
sently see, by the Boeotian law-tribunals. It is, in- 
deed, conceivable that, at certain seasons, Ascra may 
have been swept by fierce blasts, and have deserved 
the character given it in the above verses ; but the 
key to its general depreciation at all seasons is more 
likely to be hid under strong personal prejudice than 
found in an actual disparity between the ancient and 
the modern climate. At any rate, it is manifest, from 
Hesiod’s own showing, that the home of his father’s 
tiorthun.'jut luid PuTicieut inducements for him to make 
it his own likewise; though from the fact that the 

3rj!'.y disj'.uio ihc honour of liis birth and residence 
with Ascra. Tire latter place, without controversy, is 
entitled to be the witness of the most momentous in- 
cident of his poetic history — to wit, the apparition of 
the Muses, as he fed liis f:iL;ier’.== flack beside Ihc- divine 
Helicon, when, aficr one of rhoso ingbt-dcnces i:i v.-'iiich 
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“ They wont 

T ■ : . breathing grace 

Eiikiiidlhig love, and glance their quivering feet,” — ^ 

they accosted, the favoured rustic with their heavenly 
speech, gave him commission to be the bard of didactic, 
as Homer was of epic, poetry, and in token of such a 
function invested him with a staff of bay, syi!-.b....ihL(:‘ uf 
poetry and song. Hesiod’s own account of this vision 
in the opening of his ‘ Theogonj^ ’ is as follows : — 

“ They to Hesiod erst 

” •: :> . } whilst his flocks 

T' i"; ■ ' -h. 'y speech 

Addressed, the Olympian Muses born from Jove : 

‘ Night- watching shepherds ! beings of reproach ! 

Ye grosser natures, hear ! We know to speak 
Full many !i iicii'-in lUi.-o, yet seeming true, 

Or utter at our will the things of truth.’ 

Jove, 

All eloquent, and gave into mine hand, 

Wondrous ! a verdant rod, a laurel branch, 

0;' ' ■ . : .1 voice imbreathed 

Divine, that I might utter forth in song 
The future and :::-i ’ h': i „ 

Theblessfed?. 

And first and last resound the Muses’ praise.” 

— -E. .33-48. 

The dctcils of ilii.= iritc-rvic'.v, as above recorded, are 
replete with interest — centred, indeed, in the poet 
h i mself, hut in some degree also attaching to his 
reputed works. , If the verses are genuine — and that 
the ancients so accounted tb.cin jdain from two aUu- 
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sions of Ovid they show that with a faith quite in 

he took this \my no idle dream-fahric, hut 

a definite call to devote liiniself to the poetry of truth, 
and .the errand of making song subserve the propaga- 
tion of religion and moral instruction. The “ fictions 
seeming true ” — in other words, the heroic poetry so 
popular in the land of his father’s birth — Hesiod con- 
siders himself enjoined to '■ ■ ■ id — 

‘‘the tlrings of truth” — which the Muses declare have 
been hitherto regarded by mortals as not .included 
in their gift of inspiration. He takes their com- 
mission to be prophet and poet of this phase of min- 
strelsy, embracing, it appears, the past and future, and 
including his theogonic and ethical poetry. And 
while the language of the Muses thus defines the 
poet’s aim, when awakened from a rude shepherd-life 
to the devout service of inspired song, it implies, 
rather than asserts, a censure of the kinds of poetry 
which admit of an easier and freer range of fancy. 
Tor himself, this supernatural interview formed the 
starting-point of a path clear to be tracked ; and that 
he accepted his commission as Heaven-appointed is 
seen in the gratitude which, as we learn from his 
‘Works and Days,’ he evinced by dedicating to the 
maids of Helicon, 

“ I'V'here fmst their tuneful inspiration flowed,” 

an eared tripod, won in a contest of song at funeral 
games in Euboea. In the same passage (E. 915-922) 

. , * Fasti, vi. 13 ; Art of Love, i. 27. . 
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Hesiod testifies to tlie gravity of liis poetic trust fiy 1 

averring that he speaks “ the mind of osgis - bearing j 

Jove, whose daughters, the Muses, have taught liiin i 

the divine song.” Pausanias (IX. xxxi. 3) records the | 

existence of this tripod at Helicon in his own day. 

But though he took his call as divine, there is no 
reason to think that Hesiod depended solely on this 
. r-;‘a name and place among poets. 

His father’s antecedents .sviggcst the literary culture 
which he may well have imbibed &om his birthplace 
in^Eolia. His ■ ■■■. : ;;i the 

mother-country — so near the very Olympus which was 
the seat of the old Pierian minstrels, whatever it may 
have been of 1 lui labled gods — so fed by local influences 
and local cultivation of music and poetry — may have 
predisposed him to the life and functions of a poet ; 
but there is a distinctly practical tone about all his 
poetry, which shows that he was indebted to his own 
pains and thought, his own observation and retentive- 
ness, for the gift which he brought, in his measure, to 
perfection. A life afield conduced to mould him int 
the poet of the ‘Works and Days,’ — a sort of Bceo- 
tian ‘Shepherd’s Calendar,’ interwoven with episodes 
of fable, allegory, and jjoisor.al history. The nearness 
of his native hills, as well as the traditions of elder 
bards, conspired to impel him to the task of shaping a 
theogony. And both aims are so congenial and com- 
patible, that prima facie likelihood will always 
support the theory of one and the same authorship for 
both ■■ ih ■ separatists* who can no more , 

* T...,-:-" ; ■ 
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brook an individual Hesiod than ari“individual Homer, 
But be this as it may, the glimpses which the poet 
gives of himself, in the more autobiographical of his 
reputed works, present the picture of a not very loco- 
motive sage, shrewd, practical, and observant within 
his range of observation, apt to learn, and apt also to 
teach, storing up life’s everyday lessons as they strike 
him, and drawing for his poetry upon a well-filled banlc 
of homely truth and experience. TT-: ;.ivr ■ i'i d; i !■ 
idea of one who, having a gift and believing in a com- 
mission, sets himself to illustrate his own sentiment, 
that “in front of excellence the gods have placed 
exertion and whilst in the ‘ Works and Days ' it is 
obvious that his aim and drift are, the improvement of 
his fellow-men by a true detail of his experiences in 
practical agriculture, in the ‘Theogony’ he commands 
our respect and reverence for the pains and research 
by which he has worked into a system, and this too 
for the benefit and instruction of his fellows, the 
floating legends of the gods and goddesses and their 
offspring, which till his day must have been a chaotic 
congeries. On works akin to these two main and 
extant poems we may conceive him to have spent 
that part of his mature life which was not given up 
to husbandry. h.o must have disliked — at 

any rate, if it involved sea-voyagos. His lists of 
rivers in the ‘ Theogony ’ are cmionsly defective where 
it might have been supposed ihey w;:nud bo fa'lcsij — as 
iv- ■ TT ^ .;'ly : whereas he gives many names 

of the Iliad and Odyssey were so called, as seixiratitig what 
by the voice of previous tradition had been made one. 



10 


HESIOD. 


of Asiatic livers, and even mentions the Nile and the 
Phasis, neither of which occur in Homer. But this 
would seem to have been a hearsay knowledge of 
geography, for he distinctly declares his cx 2 )ericnce of 
his father’s quondam calling to he limited to a single 
passage to Euboea from the mainland ; and as he is less 
fuU when he should enumerate Greek rivers, the 
reasonable supposition is that he was no traveller, and, 
depending on tradition, was most correct and com- 
municative touching those streams of which he had 
heard most in childhood. The one voyage to which 
he owned was made with a view to the musical contest 
at Chalcis above alluded to; auvl it is suv.dy U':)t wiili- 
out a touch of quiet humour that this sailor’s son .owns 
himself a landlubber in the following verses addressed 
to Ms ne’er-do-well brother : — 

■ ' ; ■ ' thought on merchandise be placed, 

Lest debts ensnare or woeful hrmger waste, 

Learn now i 

Though ships and voyages are strange to me, 

Ne’er o’er the sea’s broad way my course I bore, 

Save once from Aulis to the Eubcean shore ; . 

Erom Ardis, where the mighty Argive host, 

"h ■;'; !■ .. V-- i > coast, 

Erom sacred Greece assembled to destroy 
Tj.’C g:iihy wall; of aury-blooming Troy.” 

Vv’orl.:. and Bays,’ E. 901-910. 

This, the poet goes on to say, is all he Irnows i:)i'ac- 
d 1 it is little enough; 

for it is no exaggeration, bnt a simple fact, that the 
strait wMch '.-I TT ■ ■ V- of a 
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sea V ly. ^ ■ ^v.w y y y - 

a span compared with, which the Menai Strait, or the 
Ttiar.ics sit sr-iy of the metropoKtan bridges, would be a 
serious business. Emile Burnouf might literally call 
the Euripus “ le canal Eub^en." Tn il'.o day.s oi Tl. jcy- 
dides a bridge had been thrown across it. 

But experimental knowledge was reckoned super- 
fluous by one who could rest in the knowledge he 
possessed of the mind of Jove, and in the commission 
he 1 r . ' Id- .li’,,;.’ • . according to LLs be- 

lief, taught him navigation, astronomy, and the rest of 
the curriculum, when they made him an interpreter of 
the divine will, and a “ vates ” in a double sense, — ^to 
dictate a series of precepts concerning the time for 
vi ■. ,i:; 1 :’!■■■ time for staying ashore. Besides, in 

the poet's eye seafaring was a necessity of degenerate 
times. In the golden age none were merchants. — 
(‘W(u-ks :nid I)i.iy.s,’ 236.) 

Yet the even flow of the poet’s rural life was not 
wdthout its occasional and chronic disturbances and 
storms. The younger brother, to whom allusion has 
been made more than once, and whom he generally 
addresses as “ simple, foolish, good-for-nought Perses,” 
had, it seems, come in for a share of the considerable 
property which Th . i'".- r/’.i ■ T■‘■.d ii tog:.-::hcr, £:.ri jr 
he exchanged navigation and r V; i r,:-." d- 

tural pursuits. The settlement of the shares in this 
i-.h-'T'i:-'."--' ■'■'■.y thr, Vuy. vk-. ir. prh'.hivi 

c’.- ■ i ::! It,- i. ■ , I;. .il. :■ i , 

and, according to Hesiod’s account, were not superior 
to bribery and corruption. Perses found means to 
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purcliase their award to him of the better haK of the 

wealth in luxury and extravagance, a favourite mode 
of spending his time being that of fiequenting the 
law-tribunals, as nowadays the idletons of a town or 
district may be known by their lounging about the petty 
sessional courts when open. Perhaps the taste for 
litigation thus fostered furnished him with the idea 
of repairing his diminished fortunes by again proceed- 
ing against his brother, and hence Hesiod’s invectives 

judges, who were the instruments of his rapacity. It 
is not distinctly stated what was the issue of this 
second suit, which aimed at stripping Hesiod of that 
smaller portion which had already been assigned to 
him; pinhaps it was an open sore, under the influ- 
ence of which he wrote his ‘Works and Days,’ — a 
persuasive to honest labour as contrasted with the 
idleness which is fertile in expedients for living at the 
expense of others — a picture from life of the active 
farmer, and, as a foil to him, of the idle lounger. 
Here is a sample of it: — 

“Small care be ■ v." ■■ . v.i -I.' i; ■. 

Por whose un.:, i-i ; ..t.- -r w : 

Who wants within the summer’s plenty stored, 

T 7 fruits, and Ceres’ yearly hoard : 

Wiih rc-plc-Tvi.-;lie(l, at iViC; brawling bar 

P ■■ V. , instigate the war : 

But this thou may’st no more ; let justice guide, 

Best boon of heaven, and future strife decide. 

Not so we shared the patrimonial land, 

When greedy pillage fiUed thy graspiug hand ; 
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T-.:Wy ry 1:: :V’ . ^ V -■'v. 

0: > ; !■■■.■ I - - ii 

1 !; I ■ 1.- M" !r ■ ‘ \vl 

Anti nsphoJul, 'Jit; daviitka of Ihc fiold.” 

~E. 44-58. 


P;: of the last four lines must not 

■blind the reader to the fact that they have a personal 
reference to the poet and his hrotlK?:’, and rcprosoMt il-e 
anxiety of the former that the latter should adopt, 
though late, his own life-conviction, and act out the 
truth that a dinner of herhs -with a clear conscience 
is preferable to the luxuries of plenty purchased by 
fraud. Consistent with this desire is the unselfish 
tone in which he constantly recurs to the subject 
throughout the ‘Works and Bays,’ and that not so 
much as if he sought to -work this change in his 
brother for peace and quietness to himself, as for a real 
interest in that brother’s amendment — we do not 
learn with what success. Perhaps, as has-been surmised, 
Perses had a wife who kept him up to his extravagant 
ways, and to the ready?-. -■ i- ■■ ■.•:='!.: " ■■■ f A'l ; 

treasure by endeavouring to levy a fresh tax upon 
Hesiod. Such a surmise might well account for the 
poet’s curious misogynic crotchets. Low as is the 
value set upon a “ help-meet ” by Simonides, Archilo- 
chus, Bacch; ” 1 ■ i.'/'. ' '■ ■■ . 'P. ■'■■y p-v-yvl--. -v~ 
migiiL have ( : ;■ " i-' ■.!■■■■ ■ 

from one w: ■ 1- ■■ ’ ' ' ^ i a ' -ii. i 

celebrated women of old, than the railing tone which 
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accompanies his account of the myth of Pandora, the 
association of woman with unmixed evil in that legend, 
and the more practical advice to his brother in a later 
part of his ‘ ‘Works and Days,’ where he hids him shun 
the wiles of a woman “ dressed out behind ” (crinolines 
and dress-improvers being, it would seem, not by any 
means modem inventions), aud unsparingly lashes the 
whole sex in the style of the verses we quote : — 

“ Let no fair woman robed in loose array, 

T" 'a ' ■ tempt thy feet astray; 

"Who soft demands if thine abode be near, 

And blandly lisps and minmurs in thine ear. 

For, lo ! the thief is ambushed in her smile.” 

— E, 511-516. 

Indeed, it might he maintained, quite consistently 
with the internal evidence of Hesiod’s poems, that 
he lived and died a bachelor, seeing perhaps the 
evil iufluences of a worthless wife on his brother’s 
oaLililldunont. and character. It is true that in eertain 
, ■ > ( should have come more close in 

the text to those above cited, whereas they have got 
shifted to a laror part of the poem, where they are less 
to the point) he prescribes general directions about 
taking a wife, in just the matter-of-fact way a man 
would who wrote v.'iihouv p i.'siou and without experi- 
ence. The bridegroom was to be not far short of 
thirty, the bride about nineteen. Possibly in the in- 
junction that the latter should be sought ia the ranks 
of maidenhood, lurked the same aversion to “ marrying 
a widow ” which animated the worldly-wise father of 
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Mr Samuel "W-eller. Anyhow, he would have had the 
model wife fulfil the requirements of the ' ■ 

Latin epitajDh on a matron, for he prescrihes that she 
should be “simple-minded” and “home-keeping” 
('lioiigh he says nothing about her being a worker in 
wools), in lines of which, because Elton’s version is 
here needlessly diffuse, we submit a closer rendering 
of our own : — 

“ And choose thy wife from those that round thee dwell, 
noigljhourr' jeer, thy choice fuE well. 
Than wife that’s good man finds no greater gain. 

But feast-frequenting mates are simply bane. 

Such without fire a stout man’s frame consume, 

And to crude old age bring his manhood’s bloom.” 

■. p,,; 700-706. 

This, we conceive, was Hesiod’s advice, as an out- 
sider might give it, to others. Eor h im self, it is pro- 
bable he reckoned that the estahhshment would suf- 
fice which he elsewhere recommends to the farmer 
class — an unmarried bailiff, a housekeeper without 
encumbrances ; for a female servant with children, he 
remarks, in bachelor fashion, is troublesome — aud a 
dog that hites (see ‘ Works aud Days,’ 602-604). It 
is i i V " 1 q ■? this view that iradiLioi:, 

which has built up many absurd figments upon the 
scant data of Hesiod’s ■ ’ v-.-- has signally 

failed to fasten other offspring to his name than the 
intellectual creations which have kept it in remem- 
brance. This was surely k: -■ '-tr 

ihe Jbllowing boauiirul '-..‘A 
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‘'^Wlio wlieii he thinks of Homer and. Hesiod and 
other great poets, would not rather have their children 
t.Tia.n ordinary human ones ? Who would not emulate 
them in the creation of children such as theirs, which 
have preserved their memory, and given them ever- 

So far as the poet’s life and character can he ap- 
proximately guessed from his poems, it would seem to 
have been temperately and wisely ordered, placid, and 
for the most part unemotional. That one who so 
clearly saw ilio dangovs of association with had women 
i', ;■ ’ ■■ -''’.("h f' i- •■•••. _• • good, should have 
met his death through an intrigue at CEnoe, in Ozolian 
Locris, with Clymci’.o, the sister of his hosts, is doubt- 
less just as pure a bit of incoherent fiction as that his 
remains were carried ashore, from out of the ocean into 
which they had been cast, ' .. •• . • : ■ f •! -b ' ■■ ; or 

•! :b: r,.l — ^no doubt the sharp-toothed speci- 

men we have seen recommended in the ‘Works and 
Days’ — ^traced out the authors of the murder, and 
brought them to the hands of justice. Some accounts 
attribute to the poet only a guilty knowledge of tlie 
crime of a fellow-lodger ; but in either shape the legend 
is an ariei-thcnjghi. as is also the halting story that 
Stesichorus, who lived from b.g. 643 to b.o. 560, was 
"*'■ ‘ ""y' ■!'■■■■.■ . AH that can be con- 

cluded from trustworthy data for l;i.s lui'.'g; n vd'.y, boyoT’.'.l 
what has been already noticed, is that in later life he 
must have exchanged his residence at Ascra for Orcho- 
menus, possibly to be further from the importunities of 
* Jowett’s tiansl., i. 525. 
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Perses, and beyond the atmospbere of unrighteous 
judges. Pausanias states that Hesiod, like Homer, 
•whether from fortune’s spite or 'natural distaste, en- 
joyed no intimacy v. iih kir;g.': or great people ; and this 
"-V': ■. i h P’. i story that the Spartan Cleo- 

menes used to call Hesiod “ the poet of the Helots,’ 
”1 I ■■ ■■ Homer, “the delight of warriors,” and 
with the inference from an expression in the ‘ “Works 
and Days’ that the poet and his father were only 
resident aliens in Bceotia. In Thespiae, to which 
realm he belonged, agriculture was held degrading to a 
freeman, which helps to account for his being, in his 
own day, a poet only of the peasantry and the lower 
classes. Pausanias and Paterculus do but retail tradi- 
tion; but this suffices to corroborate the impression, 
derived from the poet’s own works, of a calm and con- 
templative life, unclouded except by the worthlessness 
of others, and o'wing no drawbacks to faults or failings 
of its own. Musing much on the deities whose his- 
tories he systematised as best he might, and at whose 
fanes, notwithstanding all his research and inquiry, 
I.;.' siill igriorairLly worshipped ; regulating his life on 
plain and homely moral principles, and ever awake to 
the voice of mythology, which spoke so stirringly to' 
cw.ll.:-- ::i .■ I.: .;v. Id;.' 1 

■:i, r--: :■ , : : > the testi- 

mony of the epitaph by his countryman Chersias, 
which Pausanias read on the poet’s sepulchre at 
Orchomenus ; — 

Yet rest Ms bones beneath the Minyan earth, 

A. 0. vol. XV. B 
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Equestrian land. There, Hellas, sleeps thy pride, 

The wisest bard of hai-ds in wisdom tried.” 

— Pausan., ix. 38, § 4. 

The question of Hesiod’s literary offspring has 
been much debated, the ‘ Works and Days ’ alone en- 
joying an undisputed genuineness. But it does not 
seem that the ‘ Theogony ’ was impugned before the 
time of Pausanias,* who records that Hesiod’s Heli- 
conian fellow - citizens recognised only the ‘Works 
and Days.’ On the other hand — ^to say nothing of 
internal evidence in the ‘Theogony’ — we have the 
testimony of Herodotus to Hesiod’s authorship ; whilst 
the ancient popular opinion on this subject finds cor- 
roboratfoii i.nPiaLo’s direct ailasfon «' '> .‘i <■ ■ jf'. p ■ ■_.? 
of the ‘ Th r.ogori Y * as Hesiod’s recognised work. Allud- 
ing to w. 116-118 of the ‘Theogony,’ the philosopher 
writes in the ‘Symposium’ (178), — “As Hesiod 
says,— 

‘ First Chaos came, and then broad-bosomed Earth, 

The everlasting seat of aU that is, 

And Love.' 

In other words, after Chaos, the Earth and Love, 
these two came into being.” Aristophanes, also, in 
more than one drama, must be considered to refer to 
the ‘Theogony’ and the “Works.” Eurthermorej 
it is certain that the Alexandrian critics, to whom 
scepticism in the matter would have opened a con- 
genial field, never so much as hinted a question con- 
cerning the age and authorship of the ‘Theogony.’ 
Besides these two works, but one other poem has 
ix. 31, § 3. 
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descended to our day under tlie name of Hesiod, 
unless, indeed, we take as a sample of his 'Eoite, or 
Catalogue of Heroines,’ the fifty-six verses which, 
having slipped their cable, have got attached to the 
opening of ‘ The Shield of Hercules.’ The ‘ Shield ’ 
is certainly of questionable , d I ' , 

though a little hesitation would have been wise in 
Colonel Mure, before expressing such wholesale con- 
demnation and contempt as he heaps upon it.* These 
three poems, at all events, are what have come down 
under the name and style of Hesiod, and are our 
specimens of the three classes of poetical composition 
which tradition imputes to him: — (1) didactic; (2) 
, -cd :';.l i..,--' “i .;•• • : (3) short mythical poems. 

Under one or other of these heads it is easy to group 
the Hesiodic poems, no L.-uger* extant, of which notices 
are found in ancient authors. Thus the ‘ Astronomy ’ 
and the ‘ Maxims of Chiron,’ with the ‘ Ornithoman- 
teia, or Book of Augury,’ belong to the first class ; the 
‘Eoise, or Catalogue of ‘Women,’ which is probably 
the same poem as the ‘ Genealogy of Heroes ; ’ the 
‘ Melampodia,’ which treated of the renowned pro- 
phet, prince, and priest of the Argives, Melampus, and 
of his descendants in govealogical sequence; and the 
^-Egirnius,’ which gathered round the so-named my- 
thical prince of the Dorians, and friejid and ally of 
Hercules, many ■ - , d :: ■. ■ ■. :<• - >: the Heraclid 

and Dorian races, — will, with the extant ‘ Theogouy,’ 
represent the second ; while the smaller epics of ■' The 
Marriage of Ceyx,’ ‘ Tiso Descirul to Hades of Theseus,’ 
* History of Greek Lit., ii. 424. 
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and the ‘ I'.i-l'.''': .1 of Peleus and Thetis/ will 

keep in countenance the sole extant representative of 
the third class, and enhance the possibility that ‘ The 
Shield of Hercules ’ is at least Umodic, though it is 
safer, to put it thus vaguely than to affirm it Hesiod’s. 
A conveniently wide berth is afforded by the modern 
solution, that several imputed works of Hesiod are the 
works of a school of authors of which Hesiod was the 
name-giving patriarch. The truth in this matter can 
only be approximated. Enough, perhaps, is affirmed 
when we say that in style, dialect, and flavour of anti- 
quity, the ‘ Theogony * and the ‘ Works ’ are more akin 
to each other than to the ‘ Shield ; ’ while, at the 
same time, the last-named poem is of \ .vy "i ■! 
age. The two former poems are of the jEolo-Bceotic 
type of the ancient epic dialect, while the ‘ Shield ’ is 
nearer to the iEolo-Asiatic branch of it, used by 
Homer. Discrepancies, where they occur, may be set 
down to the interpolations of rhapsodists, and to the 
accretions incident to passage through the hands of 
many different workmen, after the original master. 
The style and merits of each work wfll best be dis- 
cussed separately] and we shall give precedence to 
Hesiod’s most undoubted poem, the ‘Works and 
Days.* 



CHAPTER n. 


THE WOEKS AND DAYS. 

The meaning of the title prej&xed to Hesiod’s great 
didactic poem, appears to he properly “ Farming Opera- 
tions,” “Lnoky and Unlucky Days,” or, in short, 
“The Husbandman’s Calendar;” hut if the ethical 
scope of it be taken into account, it might, as Colonel 
Mure has remarked, he not inaptly described as “ A 
Letter of Remonstrance and Advice to a Brother." 
And inasmuch as its object is to (.-xhcrl ilni!. l i.'o:h-,;r t.o 
amend his ways, and take to mcreasing his substance 
by ngvicmlturc, rather than dreaming of schemes to 
enhance it by frequenting and corrupting the law- 
courts, the two descriptions are not inconsistent with 
each other. It has been imputed as blame to the 
poem that it hangs loosely together, that its connec- 
tion is -i’.- Mi :■ :r'.l '.ii.; i.-,- that its constitu- 

ent parts, larger and smaller, are seldom fitly jointed 
and compacted. But some allowance is surely to be 
made for occasional tokens of i: ^ 

in so early a poet, engaged upon a task where he had 
ii'jiihei pattern nor master to refer to; and besides 
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this, a filosov sin My of the whole will prove that the 
want of connectedness in the work is more seeming 
than real. Didactic poetry, from Hesiod’s day nntil 
the present, has ever claimed the privilege of arrang- 
ing its hortatory topics pretty much as is most con- 
venient, and of enforcing its chief idea, he that what 
it may, ’-v i'.',.".; ' : and illustrations rather congru- 
ous in the main than marshalled in the hest order of 
their going. But the ‘ Works and Days ’ is capable 
«■■■ 1 . division and subdivision. The first 

part (vv. 1-383) is ethical rather than didactic, — a set- 
i’: , ? by contrast, and by the accessory aid of 
myth, fable, allegory, r.' 1 j-v ■. of the supers 

ority of honest labour •. „■ i,.’- :■ and of 

worthy emulation to unworthy strife and envying. 
The second part (w. 384-764:) consists of practical 
hints and rules as to Is.-': • .r •!, i" 1; ■ ic 

strain, furnishes advice how best to go about that 
which was the industrious Boeotian’s proper and chief 
means of subsistence. It thus follows naturally on 
the general exhortation to honest lahour which formed 
the first part of the poem. The tliiid and last part 
is a religious calendar of the months, with remarks 
upon Ihc days iiiost lucky or unpropitions for this or 
that duty or occupation of rural and nautical life. AH 
three, however, more or less address Perses as “ a sort 
of ideal reader,” and thus hang together quite suffi- 
ciently for '■ ■ <■ : whilst in each of the 

two first parts episodic matter helps to relieve the dry 
routine of exhortation or precept, and is introduced, as 
we shall endeavour to show, with more skill and sys- 
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tern than would appear to a pcrfnuc-Njry rc-adc;!'. The 
first part, as is almost universally agreed hy editors 
and commentators, hegins properly at v. 11, which, 
in the Greek reads as if it were a correction of the 
view held hy the author in his ‘Theogony,’ that 
"T. and which is 

therefore ■ ■■ : ''.'i.: - : '■ ■, =* r. ■ 

of authorship for the two poems. The introductory 
ten verses are in all y nothing more than 

a shifting proem, in the shape of an address to Jove - 
and the Muses, available for the use of the Hesiodian 
rhapsodists, in common with divers other like intro- 
ductions. According to Pausanias, the Helicohians, 
who kept their countryman’s great work engraved on 
a leaden tablet, knew nothing of these ten verses. 
Starting, then, at this point, the poet distinguishes 
between two goddesses of strife, the one pernicious 
and discord-sowing, the other provocative of honest 
enterprise. '.I'lie older and nol.-lor of the twain is the 
parent of healthy competition, and actuates mechanics 
and artists, as well as bards and beggars, between 
winch last trades it is obvious that the poet traces a 
not fortuitous connection ; — 

“ Beneficent this better envy bums, — 

Thus eraulous Ms wheel the potter turns, 

The smith Ms anvil I'-eat;, llu-. beggar throng 
Industrious ply, th.e baids coutouu in ::o3"g.” 

-—hi. dS-ob. 

The wandering minstrel and the professional beggar 
of the heroic age exercise equa.lly legitimate callings 
in Hesiod’s view, and the picture w'hich he draws 
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recalls to us those of the banquet-hall in the Odyssey. 
When Antinous rates the swine-herd Eumaeus for 
bringing Ulysses disguised as a beggar -man into the 
hall of feasting, his grievance is that 

“ Of the tribes 

O' i-;;- i.i! i iKvri;?. ’ -.a, 

As Mli-joys, at our banquets, we have got 
A concourse ample. Is it nought to thee 
That such as these, here gathering, all the means 

r -' ■ V.;. < V’ 

— Odyssey, xvii 624-628 (Miisgrave). 

It is probable that the beggar’s place was nearer the 
threshold thau that of Phemius the hard, who had 
just before been singing to his harp, or of other in- 
.. spired minstrels, of whom it is said that 

These o’er all the world 
At aU feasts are made welcome.” 

— Odyssey, xvii. 639-641 (i[usgra\'e). 

But that he had an assuved fooling and dole in such 
assemblies is plain from Irus’s jealousy of a supposed 
rival beggar, which results in the boxing-match with 
Ulysses in the 18th Book. 

To return to Hesiod. The hettennost kind of rivalry 
is the goddess to whom he would have Perses give 
heed, and not her wrangling sister, who inspires 
wrongful dealing, chicanery, and roguish shifts, and 
has no fancy for fair-play or healthy emulation. She, 
says the poet, has had it too much her own way since 
Prometheus stole the fire from heaven, because Zeus, 
as a punishment, made M ,,-:: ' j the idle, 



TEE WORKS AND DAYS. 


25 


to sliirk tkeir inevitable lot, resort to injustice. “ If 
tbe gods had not ordained toU, men might stow away 
their 1 i 11., ■ i there would be 

an end to v;ih niv.!,-) and oxen : ” — 

“ But Zeus our food concealed : Prometheus’ art 
With fraud illusive had incensed his heart ; 

Sore ills to man devised the heavenly sire, 

And hid the shining element of fire. 

Prometheus then, benevolent of soul. 

In hollow reed the spark recovering stole, 

And thus the god beguiled, whose awful gaze 
Serene rejoices in the lightning blaze.” 

— E. 67-74. 

Till the Titan’s offence, toil and sickness and human 
ills had been unknown; but after that transgression 
they were introduced — as sin into the world through 
our mother Eve — by Zeus’s “ beauteous evil,” Pandora. 
The Father creates her, and the immortals rival each 
other in the gifts that shall make her best adapted for 
her work of witchery, and presently send her as a gift 
to Epimetheus, the personification of “ XJnieflection,’' 
who takes her in spite of the remonstrances of his 
elder and more foresighted brother, Prometheus. If, 
as has been suggested, we may take the wise Prome- 
theus to represent the poet, and Perses to be implied 
in the weaker Epimetheus — and if, too, in Pandora 
there is a covert allusion to the foolish wife of Perses, 
who cricouragcd his cx Lri* vagancc, aiid seems to have 
inspired Hesiod with an aversion fox her sex — ^it will 
bring home the more closely the jDerfcmence of this 
myth to the moral lesson which, in the first part of 
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the poem, the poet designed to teach, T’ ■ r. ■ <. 
and equipment of Pandora is one of Hesiod’s finest 
flights above a commonly-even level ; — 

“ The Sire who roles the earth and sways the pole 

HeV-:-: iK , ' i i: * . 

And mould with tempering water plastic clay ; 

With human nerve and human voice invest 
T'.-.- V: ' - ■ ■; V ■! ;■:» breathing breast ; 

Fair as the ” - 1 . v , 

A virgin’s likeness with the looks of love. 

He bade Minerva teach the skill that sheds 
A thousand colours in the gliding threads ; 


And cares of dress that prey upon the frame ; 

Bade Hermes last endue with craft refined 
Oi’i:-'.:;! •.•i-,.,: i •: \ 

— E. 83-99. 

The almost overdo the bidding of their' 

chief, calling in other helpers besides those named in 
the above extract ; — 

“ Adored Persuasion and the Graces young, 

Her t.’porod liTobs Vv-;iii j. ,T - : 

Eound her fair brow the , ;■ ■ i i : . 

A . ■ M. •' 1 i - i- ; ■ purpureal flowers.” 

— E. 103-106. 

And when the conclave deemed that they had per- 
fected an impersonatioTi of mischief, — 

“ The name Pandora to the maid was given, 

To crown this mischief of the mortal race. 



TEE WORKS AND DATS. 


27 


The 

The finished nymph, the inextricable snare ; 

To Epimethens was the present brought, 

T" I 'i- ■ 'A- ' -1 i- i 1 ‘ ■ 1 — 



But he received, and conscious hnew too late 


— E. 114-124. 

How is ;;i'l • >■ was to • 'I -r . p ■ ■- 

lific evil vi •: ‘ ib "• ■•■‘"i- ru-t ‘’'r ,1. <i! ■! 

not very coherently explain. Isothing is said, in the 
account of her equipment, of any chest or casket sent 
with her by Zeus, or any other god, as an apparatus 
for propagating ills. And when in v. 94 of the poem 
we are brought face to face with the chest and the lid, 
and Pandora’s fatal curiosity, the puzzle is how they 
got there.” Homer, indeed, glances at two chests, 
one of good the other of evil gifts, in Jove’s iK.-in-only 
mansion : — 

■■ ■' Z V> ' ■ ■■ h. 

One laden ’ 'i ; ;:i.’ , v.' 'i : 

To whomso Zeus ordains a mingled share, 

Now in due time with foul he meeteth, now with fair.” , 
— Goniiigton, 11. xxiv. 

And those who Ifo!'; li< J-i ■ h w i lb.' ■ ■ 

or to hiivVi uviiilod liimselC h';Vi: and there of the same 
pre-existent legends, may infer that the poet leaves it 
to be surmised that Pandora v...-- ‘ b 

less desirable casket for the express purpose of woe to 
•man, J>ui ii is a more likely solulion iha:.- Proirioiiieus. 
the embodiment of mythic philanthropy, had im- 
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prisoned “ human ills ” in a chest in the abode of Epi- 
metheus, and this chest was tampered with through 
the same craving for knowledge which actuated Mother 
Eve. This account is supported by the authority of 
Proclus. In Hesiod, the first mention of the chest is 
simultaneous with the catastrophe — 

" T:-,- :i\ lij:; -!: a'- 1 • ar , 

i; li i • • iib: i s :;-a 

Hope sole remained within, nor took her flight, 

Beneath the casket’s verge concealed from sight. 

The imhroken cell with closing lid the maid 
Sealed, and :}:•> c" ,•:■>!•• ••. v-, o’. }■. 1. 

Issued the rest, in quick dispersion hurled, 

.\ud woes iiniuiii,crou.s roauurd the broailuiig world ; 
With ills the land is rife, with ills the sea ; 

Ir « :i',- li...!!ii 1 . ir iViiil i.!;v..iii!:iy : 

Self-wandering through the noon, the night, they glide 
Voiceless — a voice the Power all-wise denied. 

Know then this awful truth : it is not given 
To elude the wisdom of omniscient Heaven.” 

~E. 131-144. 

It is a beautiful commentary on that part of the 
legend which represents Hope as lying not at the 
bottom of the casket, but just beneath the lid which 
in closing shuts her in, that this did not happen 
through inadvertence on Pandora’s part, but with her 
connivance, and that of her divine prompter, who, 
though desirous to punish mankind, represents a par- 
tial benefactor to the race. The concluding lines of 
the last extract recall the reader to the drift of the 
first part of the poem, by repeating that the moral 
governance of the universe will not suffer wrong to 
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go Tinpunished, or allow innocence to snccnmb to 
fraud. 

And yet, the poet goes on to argue, the times in 
which he lives are out of joint- Such men as his 
brother prosper in an age which in wickedness dis- 
tances its precursors. His lot, he laments, is cast in 
the fifth age of the world j and here he takes occasion 
to introduce the episode of the five ag(;3 of tlio -woilu, 
and of the increase of corruption as each succeeds the 
other. In this episode, which Mr Paley considers to 
bear a more than accidental resemblance to the Mosaic 
writings, the golden age comes first — those happy 
times under Cronos or Saturn, when there was neither 
care nor trouble nor labour, but life was a blameless 
holiday spent in gathering self-sown finits j and death, 
unheralded by decay or old age, coming to men even 
as a sleep, was the very ideal • f j.- T. :‘b .'.t ! i : — 

Strangers to ill, they nature’s banquets proved, 
llich in (vivtlvs fruits, and of the bh.-.-.t beloved, 

Soft o’er :'■! ' •; i: I v. - 1 Ii; • i:;- v-Ti’- g ■ 

Theirs was each good — ^the grain-exuberant soil 
P ■ :■.^d ii ■: i\ 1 ly toil: 

The virtuous many dwelt in common blest, 

And all unenvr ii. ■ -./b h p. . ■■■ | ; ■. 1. ’ 

— E. 155-162. 

It was with sin, in Hesiod’s view as in that of the 
author of the Book of Genesis, that death, deserving 
the name, came into the world. As for the golden 
race, when earth in the fulness of time closed upon it, 
1.1 y -I;-' ; f xl' ; beings invisibly 
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moving over the earth — a race of which Homer, indeed, 
says nought, hnt whose functions, shadowed forth in 
Hesiod, accord pretty much with the account Diotuna 
gives of them in the ‘ Banquet of Plato.’ ^ Here is 
Hesiod’s account : — 

“ When on this race the verdant earth had lain. 

By Jove’s high will they rose a ‘genii’ train ; 
r;-:"-.-., -1. , began. 


O’er earth’s wide space they wing d v- ■ v , T'.’ 
Disperse the fertile treasures of the ground, 

And bend their i " v' ; ; 

To mark the deed unjust, the just approve, 

Their kingly oOlce, dulcgatcs of Jove.” 

— E. 163-172. 

With this dim forecasting hy a heathen of the “ min- 
istry of angels ” may he compared the poet’s reference 
further on , in the poem to the same invisible agency, 
where he uses the argument of the continual oversight 
of these thrice ten thousand genii as a dissuasive to 
corrupt judgments, such as those which the Boeotian 
. ’..,1 i-i -i* Mi, brother : — 

Pass f d!- : 

Who (■:■ « !■: , .. ' ■■ v ■, 

.V -’ -: ■ r TT their sight. 

I'or rbric;- ieu ibov.-aiid l-oly dasmons rove 
T!u‘ m:rl-i,!r:T!g Ciir;.!i, the doliigaiv-s of Jow ; 

Hovering they glide to earth’s extremest bound, 

A cloud aerial veils their forms aromid — 

* treiiid., i 519. 
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Guardians of '■ *■ .'T:.' r--;-'--.™ 

The upriglit,' : ■■ ; s :i.„ v- 

— E. 331-340. 

lu the second or silver age began declension and 
degeneracy. The blessedness of this race consisted in 
long retention of childhood and its innocence — even 
up to a hundred years. ’'.F i.' d li-;-. i. it became 
quarrelsome, irreligious, and ungrateful to the gods— 
its creators. Ti..'., r .:■-•! >1 end: — 

“Jove aiigry hid ilicisi sir.ili.;!'!; in earth, 

Since to the blessed deities of heaven 

Thii.-y g.'ivo r:oi those respects they sh.ouM given. 

Eut -when the earth had hid these, like the rest, 

They then, -v'ere called the subterrestrial blest, 

,-.lJ 1 . a-!’- 

Eit for the infernal spirits of powerful men.” 

— C. 135-142. 

In Hesiod’s account of this race it is curious to note 
a correspondence with holy Scripture as to the term of 
life in primitive man; curious, too, that Jove is not 
said to have created, hnt to have laid to sleep, the 
silver race. It obtained from men, after its demise, 

“blessed spirits of the departed,” and perhaps the 
“JVFanes” of the Latin, without, hov- \ n\ 
immortality. A rougher type was ; I , i ; : 

age, which Ihc I'.li/al.-i.ilian ‘iranslulor Chap:;. an 
right in designating as 

though another way of translating the words wliich he 
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SO inloi-pi’iris I'onrc.-pi'is tliese men of brass as ‘‘mighty 
by reason of their ashen spears.” The question is set 
at rest by the context, in which the arms of this race 
are actually said to have been of brass. This age was 
hard and ferocious, and, unlike those preceding it, 
carnivorous. It perished by mutual slaughter, and 
found an end most unlike the posthumous honours 
of the silver race, in an ignominious descent to 
Hades : — 

“ Their thoughts were bent on violence alone, 

■ . • \ ■ 1 . roan : 

Bloody their feasts, by wheaten bread unblest ; 

<■ ■ breast. 

And mocks approach with unresisted hands ; 

In brass — dark iron slept within the mine. 

They by e . 1 j ■ ir y c'. ,, • f, ”, 

In horrid darkness plunged, the house of hell. 

Fierce though they were, their mortal course was run, 

B, .ill ;y ,::iy I.!.’;: i, 1 :i; the sun.” 

— E. 193-204. 

At this stage Hesiod suspends awhile the downward 
course of ages and races, and rc.f!e(;ting that, having 
commemorated the “ genii ” on earth and the blessed 
spirits in Hades, he must not overlook the “ heroes,” a 
veneration for whom formed an important part of the 
r. V...:.'!:! ■ " Th h-. 'ir.-' >■ the - 1 . ■ "c .-.g ■ ” — apparently 
unmetaUic — into a place to which their prowess en- 
titled them, next to the brazen age ; and at the same 
time, contrasting their virtues with the character of 
their violent predecessors, assigns to them an after- 
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state nearer to that of the gold and silver races. Of 
their lives and acts Hesiod tells ns that — 

, ■■ c; ‘ V-;-.". ■ • ■ ■ ■■■,, V ■ 1 their end ; 

Some when the ■ ; !, 

The Cadmian realm, where they with savage might 
Strove for I ■ T. ■ :i . _ ■ ; 

Some war i‘‘. i- > .. i;.'-, i’,.- ; ' ■, 

O’er the great space of . ll ,i ■ , y bore, 

For sahe of Helen with the golden hair, 

And death for TIele:i’.s eUAO o’orwlielirivid them there.” 

— E. 211 - 218 . 

Their rest is in the Isles of the Blest, and in 

A life, a seat, distinct from human kind. 

Beside the deepening whirlpools of the main. 

In those black isles where Cronos holds his reign, 

Apart from heaven’s immortals ; Ci;l!;i 'Jicy sb.iio 
A rest unsullied by the clouds of care. 

And yearly, thrice V 

Springs .... .“ '-i . .••■■■:' ..r- .■ 1.” 

— E. 220 - 226 . 

Who does not recognise the same regions beyond 
circling ocean, of which Horace long .-’.r. > his 
sixteenth Epode, — 


Where Ceres year 
sheaves. 

And the ■^■ine with 
her leaves. 

Hor are the swelling seeds burnt up within the thirsty 
clods, 

So kindly hlcnds the seasons tiiere the- king of all the gods. 

A. 0. voL XV. 0 

- rttn-rf f •IHIWISTMTISH U«K»W. 
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For Jiipitc-i'; v. ho” ht: 

'!'■ :• J -.by the good to be enjoyed.” 

— ^Theodore Martin, p. 242. 

But -witli tbis exception and interval, tlie ages tend 
to tbe . worse. How comes tbe iron age, corrupt, un- 
restful, and toilsome; wherein, i:i .=ir*uig (‘onirii-^1 iu tl;-.' 
silver age, which ■ • y. 1 . -I:- ’ years of childhood 

and youth, premature senility is an index of physical 
degeneracy : — 

.... .. ... into the light of day, 

F- ’/ shows • |' ■. , 

— E. 237, 238. 

With this race, Hesiod goes on to tell us, family ties, 
the sanctity of oaths, and the plighted faith, are dead 
letters. ’I'. I ■ ' .'.i. Lynch-lawyers get the upper 

hand. All is “ violence, oppression, and sword law,” 
and 

■ ./ . .1 weight of care bestow. 

And still -oiiu; go..-.l i.-- r.Ll!'.'ih.;d with the woe,” 

yet, as this iron age, at the transition point of which 
Hesiod’s own lot is cast, shades off into a lower and 
worse generation, the lowest depth will at length he 
reached, and baseness, corruption, crooked ways and 
words, will supplant all nobler impulses, 

-■ '.^y raiment bright, 

From the broad ■. ' '■ ' v ■■■■■". 1 ... ■ .;d . 

Called to th’ ( r.rrn:'.! syn-od o!; il-.e skic;'. 

The virgins, Alodorly and Justice, rise. 

And leave forsaken man to mourn below 
h'.; . ■" evil and the cureless woe.”, 

’ —E. 2r/J-2G-l. 



TEE WORKS AND DATS. 


35 


Having thus finislied his allegory of the five ages, 
and identified his own generation with the last and 
worst, it is nowise abrupt or unseasonable in the poet 
to bring home to the kings and judges of Eoeotia their 
share in the blame of things being as they are, by 
means of an apologue or fable. Some have said that 
it ought to be entitled “ The Hawk and the Dove,” but 
Hesiod probably had in his mind the legend of Tereus 
£■ : ■■ ■ ■ : and I - 'i ■ I to the night- 

ingale in V. 268 probably refers to the tincture of 
green on its dark-coloured throat, with which one of 
our older ornithologists credits that bird. The fable is 
as follows, and it represents oppression and violence in 
their naked repulsiveness. Contrary to the use of 
later fabulists, the moral is put in the mouth of the 
hawk, '.ur: ol'th'e narrator: — 

“ \ ■ ■ , ’ . • . :• • • ■■ i vale 

Bore in Ir':? p.iurce a ii'.-c’.c-sb^'r.hod liighiia^r.h:. 

/r I r ’■ 1 f' . ’• d- : beneath the stroke 

‘Wretch, wTi.y {’'.i.-e scn.iuis ? a stronger holds thee now; 
Where’er I shape my course a captive thou, 

Maugre thy song, ■r.j-...- — iy . 

I rend my banque . : ■ . Z, 

Senseless is he who dares with power contend ; 

Difoar. rvl'idio, de.-y.!’.r shall bv- his end.” 

— E. 267-276. 

From fable the poet passes at once to a more direct 
■appeal Addressing Perses and tb.e Jn' -Igos'. he poinis 
out that injustice and 1 ;■ ! ■ 'd;.- 

crush the poor man, but eventually the ricli. and power- 
i".l fail to siaiid Its eov.ioqucnces. He pictures 
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the rule of wrong and the rule of right, and forcibly 
contrasts the effects of each on the prosperity of com- 
munities. Here are the results of injustice : — 

“ Lo ! with crooked judgments runs th’ avenger stern 
■ r v'rr voice 
Of Justice rudely dragged, where base men lead 
Thro’ greed ?' h r '.ht- m-~r'dge 
With verdict perverse. wiiii lu.si, cnwuapt 
’ •. • -^men, 

To deal out ills to such as drive her forth, 

By cu.''i.oj;i of v. roug fruii; her seats.” — D. 

And here, by contrast, are the fruits of righteousness 
and justice, practised by cities and nations : — 

•■'0 ; ! ’ V 

Dwells in their b .:-.b ii;.T. ■ v 

Nor Zeus, whose radiant eyes behold afar, 

TT,,:-. ■ M-:-:’- I; •.•.vr-r the signs of grievous war. 

>'or .•‘CiU.lie nor famine on the righteous prey : 

Earth foodful teems, and banquets crown the day. 

Bich wave their mountain oaks ; the topmost tree 
The rustling acorn fills, its trunk the murmuring bee. 
Burdened with fleece their printing fliscks ; the race 
t ly , 1 , ; V . V the fath&^s face : 

Still flourish thej-, nor tempt with ships the main; 

The fruits of earth are poured from every plain.” 

—E. 303-314. 

In the hues italicised the old poet anticipates that 
criterion of honest wedlock which Horace shapes into 
the line, “The father’s features in his chllih'eTi 
(Odes, iv. 5-23, Con.) ; and Catullus into the beautiful 
wish for Julia and Manlius, that their offspring 
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“ May strike 

^ ■■ ‘.'i iDoy they meet 

As his father’s counterfeit ; 

And his face the index be 

V *■ li- I . ■ ’ I ! ! 

— Ej.’liukTu. 'TJioC'l. Mar-iin). 

After i‘ i ’ y i:-.!’:. . ' c:;!:!.-. 
to the opposite picture, and an appeal to the judges to 
remember those iiivisib’:? v/arc-lier? who evermore sup- 
port the right and redress the wrong, as well as the 
intercession of Justice at the throne of Zeus for them 

resorts to irony, and, like Job, asks “ what profit there 
is in rigb.ioo'.ur.oss. when wrong seems to carry all 
before it ? ” But only for a moment. In a short but 
fine image, Perses is invited to lift up his eyes to the 
distant seat, — 

'' iriicrc virtue dwells on high, the gods before 
Have placed the dew that drops from every pore. 

And at the first to that suhlinie abode 

Long, steep > ,« "i, i". : . i :■■■;„ .d r f.l. 

But ■ .'i- ■ '< i ■■■.•. : ■ .1 ‘ 1 , 

Easy the path, and level is the plain.” 

— E. 389-394. 

He is urged again to rely on his own industry, and 
encouraged to find in work the antidote 1 i : 1 

the favour <'l' bTighr.-(.:i;>w;i:;d Hemi-ier, wivo can iiil h’s 
Av:;h ifinindence of com. T' i. ’i/lup 

in your own granary (he is reminded in a series of 
terse economic maxims, whli.-h or.lb.-cc- TTo-ii-.-.Vs geno.ivil 
exhortation) does not trouble you inbo n.-.u ’.■.■Ineji you 
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borrow, or that whieh yon covet. Honesty is the best 
XDolicy. Bhame i.'- f-.'niiil v.-iLli poverty born of idleness; 
whereas a Jnst boldness inspirits him whose wealth is 
gained by honest work and the favour of Heaven. 
Some of these adagial maxims will form part of the 
chapter on ‘‘ Hesiod’s Proverbial Philosophy ; ” and of 
the rest it may suffice to say, that the poet has his own 
quaint forceful way of pivscvibiiig the best rules for 
dealing wiih iVi(;i!d5 and neighbours, as to giving and 
entertaining, and wi'.h v.:gi'iv] to women, children, and 
domestics, r. • maxims the ruling motive 

appears to be exjiediency. In reference to the fair sex, 
it is plain that he is on the defensive, and regards 
them as true representatives of Pandora, with whom 
the less a man has to do, the less he will be duped, 
the less hurt will there be to Ms substance. As old 
Chapman renders it, 

A woman trust doth trust a den of tMeves,” 

~C. 585. 

As to family, his view is that the more children 
the more » ■ ''' The best tMng is to have an only 

son, to nurse and consolidate the patrimony ; and if a 
man has more, it is to be desired that he should die 
old, so as to prevent liiigatlijn (a personal grievance 
tMs) between young heirs. And yet, adds the pious 
bard, it lies with Zeus to give store of wealth to even 
a large family; and he seems to imply that where such 

* “ He that hath a wife . ■ ! pledges to 

fortune.” — B acon. 
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a family is thrifty there will he the greater aggregate 
increase of property. Such is the advice, he remarks 
in concluding the first part of his poem^ which he has 
to ofier to any one'.’, i .-'i - ' ■ ' ‘ ; to observe these 
rules and cautions, and ' <1 T - 

atic routine of the farming operations, which, to his 
mind, constitute the highroad '..■■■ ;i- . 

From the very outset of the second part of the 
‘Works and Bays,’ a more definite and practical 
character attaches to Hesiod’s precepts touching agri- 
culture. Hitherto his exliortation to his brother had 
harped on the .■• ■ ' ' ■ of “ work, work and now 

as agriculture was the Boeotian’s work, he proceeds 
to prescribe and illustrate the modus ojoerandi, and 
the seasons best adapted for each operation. This is 
i: ;iny iln: (Vulaciic portion of Hesiod’s Georgies, if we 
may so cah his poem on agriculture j audit is curiously 
interesting to study, by the light he afibrds, the theory 
and practice of C'.;/*// <di.l-w<c-ld fiun'.ing. 

As apparently he was ignorant of any calendar of 
months by which the time of year might be described, 
he has recourse to the rising and setting of the stars, 
wh.:>.>c aM:-.u,d r.'.oiion was known to him, to indicate 
the seasons of the year. Thus the husbandman is 
blddon to begin cutting his corn at the rising of tlie 
Pleiads (in May), and liis xfioogi-ii-g when they set (in 
ZSov*:'.;';:-;:!'). They are invisible for forty days and 
nights, during which time, as he teUs us later on, 
sailing, which with the Boeotian was second in im- 
portance to agriculture (inasmuch as it subserved the 
cf l-is producii), was suspended, and works 
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on the farm came on instead. To quote Elton’s 
version ; — 

“ When Atlas-bom the Pleiad stars arise 
Before the sun above the dawning skies, 

Tis riirio ro re.ir) ; and when they sink below 
The mom-illumined west, ’tis time to sow. 

Know too, they set, immerged into the sun, 

Wliile forty d.iys ontirv; ihoir circle run ; 

And with the lapse of the revolving year. 

When ■' ! i .'i . ■ .r. 

Law of the fields, and knovTi to every swain 
Who turns the laboured soil beside the main ; 

Orv.h ; f- I ■' ■ ■■ . 
mis tho rich glebe of inland-winding vales.” 

— E, 525-536. 

With Hesiod, therefore, as with us, ploughing and 
sowing for early crops, in late autumn; and to 

be even with the world around him, and not depend- 
ent on his neighbours, a man must (he teUs his ne’er- 
do-well brother) “ strip to plough, strip to sow, and 
strip to reap,” — advice which Virgil has repeated 
in his first Georgic. He seems to imply, too, in v. 
398, that it is a man’s own fault if he does not avail 
himself of the times and the seasons which the Gods 
hav(.i a-rsigncd and ordained, and of which the stars are 
meant to admonish him. If he neglect to do so, he 
and his wife and children c.-ninot .n-a.-cnally c{)r;:{.laiii 
if friends get tired of repeated Jinnliceiiou-s for roli' f. 
But suppose the better course of industrious labour 
resolved upon. The first thiag the farmer has to do 
is to take a house, and get an unmarried female slave, 
and an ox to plough with, and then the farming im- 
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plements suited to his hand. It wiU never do to be 
always borrowing, and so waiting till others can lend, 
and the season has glided away. Delay is always bad 
policy ; — 

“ The work-deferrer never 
Sees full his barn, nor he that leaves work ever, 

I\- ■}. ; ■’! i .'V- rout. Cii: ;-ry oiLii; 

Gives 1 I,. ■ • ■ ■ ' I !•!;■■ ■ , . . : 

Heth£- w:,- - i . ■ . 

— C, 48-63. 

Accordingly, on the principle of having all proper 
implements of one’s own, the poet proceeds to give 
instructions for the most approved make of a wain, a 
plough, a mortar, a pestle, and so forth. The time to 
fell timber, so that it be not worm-eaten, and so that 
it may not be cut when the sap is running, is when in 
autumn the Dog-star, Sirius, “ gets more night and less 
day j ” — in other words, when the summer heats abate, 
and men’s bodies take a turn to greater lissomness and 
moisture. The pestle and mortar prescribed were a 
stone handmill or (. • . :< 

and other grain, and bring ns back to days of very 
primitive simplicity, though still in use in the days of 
Aristophanes, So minute is the poet i-; hi- dir:.(:- ioi;s 
p. .. . j’.j axle-tree of a waggon, that he recom- 

mends its length to be seven feet, but adds that it is 
well to cut : ■; ■ f ' 1 ■ ; ^ " ' ■: ■, 

may serve for the head of ■: . 

The axles of modern carts are about six feet long. 
But Jxib c.Jicorn is, to give full particulars about 
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the proper wood and shape for the Yarions of lii-j 
plough. ■.r.!erl'.-;igh-Li:il • .- .1.170) 

is to he of ilex -wood, which a servant of Athena — i,e., 
a carpenter — is to fasten with nails to the share-heam, 
and fit to the pole. It is well, he says, to have two 
y l.:-:-u,;.;h-.!, in case of an accident to a single one. And 
whilst one of these was to have plough - tail, share- 
heam, and pole all of one piece of timber, the other 
Avas to he of three parts, each of dilfcrcnt timher, and 
all fastened with nails. This latter is apparently the 
better of the two, that which is all of one Avood being 
a most primitive implement, simply “a forked hough.” 
'i' ' , y : ' 3 . ! : . • -beams 

of oak, and of ilex oak. For draught 

and yoking together, nine-year-old oxen are best, be- 
cause, being past the mischievous and frolicsome age, 
they are not lilcely to break the pole and leave the 
ploughing in the middle. 1 ' ■ : - 
what dry detail as to the choice of a ploughman : — 

i ’ • ■ • • ‘ one Avith bread 

or !o;;l in (i aib!;- p-ai'ivUis i\;l. 

He steadily will cut the furrow true, 

Xor lov.i :-d l:i> frP.nv.-;? glanco a r.iitiblir.g vieAv, 

Still on his task intent : a stripling throws 
Heedless the seed, and in one furrow strows 

ILi;- longing i! - , 

— E. 602-609. 

The loaf referred to was scored crosswise, like the 
Latin “ quadra ” or our cross-bun, and the object in 
this case was easy and equal dmsion of the slaves’ 
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rations. Theocritus, xxiv. 136, speaks of “a hig 
Doric loaf in a basket, sucb as ■, 

garden-digger ; ” and it is probable that, in prescribing 
a loaf with eight qnarterings, Hesiod means “ double 
rations,” thereby implying that it is good economy to 
feed your men well, if you woidd have them work 
well. 

The poet next proceeds to advise that the cattle 
should be kept in good condition, and ready for work, 
when the migratory crane’s cry bespeaks winter’s 
advent and the prospect of wet weather. Everythuag 
should bo in readiness for this j and it will not do to 
rely on borrowmg a yoke of oxen from a neighbour at 
the busy time. The wideawake neighbour may up 
and say, — 

Work up thyself a wj-_-g ;.ii ef ov.n. 

For to the foolish borrower is not known 

Thate^ ‘ . '*• .1 h, 1 * ‘ rv","'!: 

These ‘ • . i. . 

At home, before thy need so instant stood.” 

— C. 122-126. 

A farmer W'ho knows what he is about will have, 
Hesiod says, all his gear ready. Ha and his slaves, 
will turn to ei'd ido'igb, wet and dry, early and late, 
working manfully themselves, and not furgelting to 
pray Zeus and Demeter to bless the labour of their 
hand, and bestow their &uits. An o;lu the 

n ' '■ ;1 , wdio goes ilo p]i.::gh 

to break the clods, and gim in 'o ti n- by 

covering up the seed. In Wilkinson’s ‘ikucieiit 
Egyi^tians’ (ii. 13), an engraving representing the 
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processes of r'loi:gliing and hoeing gives a slave in 
the rear ■with a "wooden hoe, engaged in breaking the 
clods. A little further on, a reference to the same 
interesting "work explains Hesiod’s meaning 'where he 
says, that if ploughing is done at the point of mid- 
winter, men will have to sit or stoop to reap (on ac- 
count, it should seem, of the lo'wness of the ears), 
“ enclosing hut little round the hand, and often cov- 
ered with dust while binding it up.” To judge by 
the Egyptian paintings, wheat was reaped by men in 
an upright posture, because they cut the straw much 
nearer the ear than the ground. Of course, if the 
straw was very short, the reaper had to stoop, or to 
sit, if I’.c lixcul ir. better. He is represented by Hesiod 
as seizing a handful of corn in his left hand, while 
he cuts it with his right, and binding the stalks in 
bundles in opposite directions, the handfuls being 
disposed ■■ = b , stallcs one way and ears the 
other. The basket of which Hesiod speaks as carry- 
ing the • ! the straw, has ‘ '■ 

also in the same pages. This is the explanation given 
■ ’■ Mr Paley in his notes. On the whole, the 
; : ' I "- ag.ur.s! kite so-wing, though he admits 

that if you can sow late in the dry, rainy weather in 
early spring may bring on the corn so as to be as for- 
ward as that which was early sown : — 

.S-.- i.:. crop tliv time repair, 

With:.' i'. , .i-; 

— E.'6V6, 677. 

In this part of the ‘Works’ our poet is exception- 
ally matter-of-fact ; but as he proceeds to tell what is 
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to "be done and wliat avoided in the wintry season, he 
becomes more amusing. He warns against the error 
of supposing that this is the time for gossip at the 
smithy, there being plenty of work for an active man 
to do in the coldest weather. In fact, then is the 
time for household work, and for so employing your 
leisure 

“ That, famine-smitten, thou may’st ne’er he seen 
To ' ■ I- ■ h ■! ' « ■“ lean f — 

— E. 690, 691. 

a figurative expression for a state of ■. , '■■■■, which 
emaciates the hand and swells the foot by reason of 
weakness. As a proper pendant to this sound advice, 
Hesiod adds his much-admired description of winter, 
the storms and cold of which he could thoroughly 
speak of from the experience of a mountaiu residence 
in Boeotia. This episode is so poetic, — even if over- 
wi'ougiic in some poriions, — ihat cviiics liavo suggested 
its being a later addition of a rhapsodist of the post- 
Hesiodic school; and there are two or three tokens 
(e.g., the mention of “Lenseon” as the month that 
answers to our Christmastide and beginning of Janu- 
ary, whereas the Boeotians knew no such name, but 
called the period in question I): :■ ■ i 'i ' ■- 

.1: ■; ;■ ■■ yet a sensitiveness to 

( j'v. :y of its phenomena, is 

quite in keeping with the poet's dispiinigen'cnr (■! 
Ascra; and furihor, it is quite possible t3j:u, 
of Hesiod and his works, iheories of intori^olalicu have 
been suffered to oversrep duo limirs. Ihclinai.ioii, and 
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absence of any certain data, combine to facilitate our 
of this fine passage as tbe poet’s own handi- 
work, Indeed, it were a hard fate for any poet if, in 
the lapse of years, his beauties were to be pronounced 
spurious': . ’ ■ ■ ■ vi. and his level passages alone 

left to ■ ■ We give the descrip- 

tion of winter from Elton’s version : — 

■I! month; beware 

■' • that kv.'nly.p^rTviji^- a*!’ 

Which flays the steers, while frosts their horrors cast, 


The norihcrn wind, and, breathing on the deeps, 

Heaves ^^'idc the troubled surge : earth, echoing, roars 
From the deep forests and the sea-beat shores. 

He from the mountain-top, with shattering stroke, 

Bends the broad pine, and many a branching oak 
Hurls ’thwart the glen : when sudden, from on high, 

Wii.h fury rushing down the sky, 

'i ■ . , ; : • • : then deepening round 

, •• ! . boundless woods resound. 

The beasts their cowering tails with trembling fold, 

Ar . ■ . ■■■ cold. 

Though thick the hairy coat, 

Yet: that all-chilling breath shall pierce within. 

Xoi hi- I't'-.iJi hide- the ox can then avail, 

The long-1 ■■■. ’ .■ ’ ’ '-the gale; 

Yet ’-T'" ■ i rength to wound 

The flock, with sheltering fleeces fenced around. 

And now the horned and unhornfed kind, 

Whose lair is in ’ ■ h ' ■ ■' 

■- ■ quaking fly, 
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They seek to ( ■ '■ ■■ ' ' . 

Or lurk deep sheltered in the rocky den. 

Like aged m&n who^ ly.' rr-i-'d-'', l 

Tottering, 'head, 

So move the beasts of earth, and, creeping low, 

Shun the white flakes and dread the driLir.g ’ 

— E. 700-745. 

The lines italicised scarcely realise the poet’s compari- 
son of the crouching heasts to three-footed old men, or 
old men crawling with the help of a stick, which in 
the original recalls, as Hesiod doubtless meant it to 
do, the famous local legend of the Sphinx. 

‘‘How,” adds the poet, “is the time to go warm- 
clad, thick-shod, and with a waterproof cape over the 
shoulders, and a fur cap, lined with felt, about the 
head and ears.” He certainly knew how to take care 
of himself. But he is equally thoughtful for his 
hinds. When at this season the rain betokened by a 
misty morning sets in at night, and cold and wet 
interfere with husbandry, a time “severe to flocks, nor 
less to man severe,” then, because workmen need more 
food in cold weather, but cattle, having little work 
by day and plenty of rest at night, can do with less, — 

“ Eeed thy keen husb-ardTiUiu vi:ii l.ug. r bread, 

' iT : ■ ■ ■■ i be fed. 

Them rest assists ; 1 1 . 

Tiecrnh-f i.be;r vige;:;- an.! ihe:r 

This rule ( bseiae, 'I ■ i 

Gives every iruit aTid \ indly soetiiing birth ; 

Still to th I r 

The day 1 > .'h',- i' .. ■. 

— E. 775-782. 
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And now the poet turns to vine-dressing. He dates 
the early spring hy the rising of Arcturns, sixty days 
after the ■whiter solstice (February 19), which is soon 
followed by the advent of the swallow. This is the 
season for vine-trimming ; but when the snail (which 
Hesiod cuiiiaoiorisi'icidly. and in language resembling 
that used in oracular responses, designates as “ house- 
carrier”) quits the earth and climbs the trees, to 
shelter itseK from the Pleiads, then vine-culture must 
give place (about the middle of May) to the early 
harvest. T' , betimes: — 

“ Lo ! the third portion of thy labour’s cares 
The early morn aniicipating shares : 

In early morn t ' •• v •, 

In early morn the speeded jounuy hajto=, 

Ti!(: iLiue nuijiy n iv.-.vol'rv iho pi::;;-., 

And thi; yoked oxen bend them to the wain.” 

— E. S01-S06. 


A brief and picturesque episode follows about the 
permissible rest and enjoyment of the summer season, 
when artichokes flower, and the “cicala” (as Hesiod 
r.jcura-.vly pms ii) pours forth “song from its wings” 
— ^the result of friction or vibration. “Then,” he 
says, “fat kids, mellow wine, and gay maich'us are fair 
relaxation for the sun-scorched rustic,” who, however, 
is supposed to make merry with '■ . r.- 1 

to enjoy the cool shade and trickling rill quite as 
much as the . Hesiod prescribes three 

cups of water to one of wine; and, as Cratinus’s 
question in Athenseus — “ Will it bear three 
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parts water?” — suggests, only generous •wine will 
stand sucli dilution. If such, potations are ever season- 
able, however, it will be in the greatest heat of sum- 
mer, when the Dog Star burns. The ji.-iag of Orion is 
the time for threshing and winno'wing {i.e., about the 
middle of July) ; and this operation appears to have 
been performed by drawing over the corn the heavy- 
toothed plank or “ tribulum,” or trampling it by means 
of cattle on a smooth level Ihioshi/ig-door. In some 
parts of Europe, Mr Paley informs us, the old process 
is stni retained. After the corn has been winnowed, 
Hesiod counsels a revision of the household staff, in 
language of which Chapman catches the humour : — 

“ Make then thy man-swain one that hath no house, 

Thy handmaid one that hath nor child nor spouse : 
Handmaids that children have are ravenous. 

A I ■ •. , 

Whose teeth are sharp and close as any comb, 

A::<1 iiiv-ai Idrii %veU, to keep with stronger guard 
7" • “ r ■ ’.Vi - '••.I •;* forth thy yard,” 

—C.'' 346-352. 


When and Orion are in mid-heaven, and Arc- 

turus is rising, then the grapes are to be so 

that Hesiod’s vintage would be in the middle of Sep- 
tember ; and he prescribes , exactly the process of 
(1) Cw ■: -’h grapes in the sun, (2) (hying them in 
the shade to prevent CcrmcniatioTi, GT;d (3) treading 

The Tosy-f ' 

Then bear the gathered grapes within thy walls. 

A. 0. Yol. XV. D 
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Basked in tlie radiance of ( nullov.-ir-.u; day. 

Let five their circling round successive run, 
tyiiilat. lie thy grapes o’ershaded from the sun ; 

The sixth express the harvest of the vine, 

A-n d teach thy vats to foam with joy-inspiring wine." 

— E. 851-858. 

When the Pleiads, Hyads, and Orion set, it is time 
to ploiigh Myjdii. But not to go on a voyage ! Though, 
as we have before stated, and as Hesiod seems particu- 
larly anxious to have it known, he was no sailor, our 
poet gives now directions how to keep boats and 
tackle safe and sound in the wintry season, by means 
of a rude breakwater of stones, and by taking the 
plug out of the keel to prevent its rotting. The 
best season for voyaging is between midsummer and 
autumn, he says j only it requires haste, to avoid the 
winter rains. The other and less desirable time is in 
spring, when the leaves at the end of a spray have 
grown to the length of a crow’s foot — a compara- 
tive measurement, which Mr Paley observes is still 
retained in the ; ■ ’ . name of some species of 
the ranunculus — crowfoot; but Hesiod calls this a 
‘‘snatched voyage,” and holds the love of gain that 
essays it foolhardy. He concludes his remarks on 
this head by prudent advice not to risk all your 
exports in one venture, all your eggs — as our homely 
proverb runs — in one basket : — 

Tossed in the hollow keel : a porfion seiul : 

Thy larger substance let the shore defend. 
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Fearful tlie looses of the ocean fall, 

When on a fragile plank eiaharked thy all : 

So hends beneath its weight the o’erburdened wain, 
And the : i i ■■■ ■ .v; ■■■’ 

Thegoidi ■ ■ 

Our every aiin, — be moderation thine ! ” 

— E. 954-962. 

After this fashion the poet proceeds to give the 
advice on marriage which has been already quoted, 
and which probably belongs to an earlier portion of 
the poem. From this he turns to the duties of friend- 
ship, still regulated by caution and an eye to expe- 
diency. It is better to be reconciled to an old friend 
with whom you have fallen out than to contract new 
i. 'I • j and, above all, to put a control on your 
countenance, that it may betray no reservations or 
misgivings. A careful and temperate tongue is com- 
mended, and geniality at a feast, especially a club 
feast, for 


“ W!' -.''A ’r.iuiv guests combine in connnon fare, 

Ee not moro.?c, nor grudge a liberal share : 

Where all ■•••!•.•. i!.b;iii:ig :he f.: ;-'. ■.■.eir-.:, 

Great is the pleasure, and the cost is light.” 

— E. 1009-1012. 

And now come some precepts of a UiV.'.ir-:', 

touching what Professor * ' ' *" " ■ " < ■ 

ler moralities and decencies,” some of which, it has 
been suggested, savour of Pythagorean or of Judaic 
obligation, whilst all bespeak excessive superstition. 

p!.'opii:rito’'y prayc:', paring the nails off your ‘‘lunch 
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of jives" {i.e., your five fingers*) at a feast after sacri- 
fice, lifting the can above the hovrl si; a hjj.ii'LH'i.- -all 
these acts of commission and omission provoke, says 
Hesiod, the -wrath of the gods. Some of his precepts 
have a substratum of common sense, hut generally 
they can only he explained hy his not desiring to con- 
travene the authority of custom j and, in fact, he 
finishes his second part with a reason for the observ- 
ance of such rules and cautions : — 

“ Thus do, and shim the ill report of men. 

Light to take up, it ‘ ■ i'. hearer pain. 

And is not lightly shaken off ; nor dies 
The rumour that from many lips doth rise, 

-..-’-d. 

And now comes the closing portion of the poem, 
designated hy Chapman “Hesiod’s Book of Days,” 
and, in point of fact, a calendar of the lucky and 
unlucky days of the lunar month, apparently as con- 
nected with the various worships celebrated on. those 
days. The poet divides the month of thirty days, as 
was the use at Athens much later, into three decades. 
Tiic tjiiriifiiji of the month is the best day for overlook- 
ing farm-work done, and allotting the rations for the 
month coming on ; and it is a holiday, too, in the law- 
courts. The seventh of the month is specially lucky as 
Apollo’s birthday ; the sixth unlucky for birth or mar- 
riage of girls, probably because the birthday of the 
virgin Artemis, his sister. The fifth is very unlucky, 
because on it Horcus, the genius who punishes per- 

* “A slang term for the fists, in use among pugilists.” — See 
Paley’s note on v. 742. 
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jury, and not, as Virgil supposed, the Roman Orcus or 
Hades, -was horn, and taken care of hy the Erinnyes. 
The seventeenth was lucky for bringing in the corn to 
the threshing-floor, and for other worlcs, because it was 
the festival-day, in one of the months, of Demeter 
and Cora, or Proserpine. The fourth was lucky for 
marriages, perhaps because sacred to Aphrodite and 
Hermes. Hesiod lays down the law, however, of 
these days without giving much enlightenment as to 
the “why” or “wherefore,” and our knowledge from 
other sources does not suffice to explain them all. A 
fair specimen of this calendar is that which we proceed 
to quote : — 


'i'' less the ninth, with favouring skies 

1" ■ ' ■■ enterprise ; 

And on the eleventh let thy flocks be shorn, 
y ' ! ' : ' ■ I I ■ i ,• : t ■ ■ i - ^ 

: i; y I ‘f ,'-, . 

More fortunate, with fairer omen blest. 

I :q • 'i-, •. ■ ■' treads, 

In the full noon, his fine and self-spun threads ; 

And the wise emmet, tracking dark the plain, 

On this let careful woman’s nimble hand 
Throw first the shuttle and the web oxy-an-i." 

-Ir 1071-10S2. 

Hesiod’s account of the twenty-ninth of the month 
is also ■■ :1 ,’,i passage, not wutliout a touch of 

the oracular and mysterious. “The prudent secret,” 
he says, 1 “ One man praises one 

day, o.r'yllicr .C7i:>':her. but- few know them.” “ Some- 
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times a day is a stepmother, sometimes a mother.” 
“Blest and fortunate he who knowingly doeth all 
with an eye to these days, unhlamed by the immortals, 
discerning omens 1 ... -ii/. , .” 

Such is iih:- aj>|>!‘(ii)ri:!i.(; ending of Hesiod’s didactic 
poem — a termination which ascribes prosperity in 
agricultural pursuits to ascertainment of the will of 
the gods, and avoidance of even v.:-. .- i: '■ i ■■ ■ 
sion of their festivals. The study of omens, the poet 
would have it understood, is the way to be safe in 
these matters. 

The ‘ Works and Hays ’ possesses a curious interest 
as Hesiod’s most undoubted production, and as the 
earliest sample of so-caUed didactic poetry ; nor is it 
fair or just to speak of this p • .. • . >■ 'll ■ ■ ■ i. 
loose-hanging concatenation of thoughts and hints on 
farming matters, according as they come uppermost. 
That later and more finished didactic poems have only 
partially and exceptionally borrowed Hesiod’s manner 
or matter does not really detract from the interest of a 
poem which, as far as we know, is the first in classical 
literature to afford internal evidence of the writer’s 
mind and thoughts,- — ^the first to teach : ’ : ! ■ \ 

in which to many readers lies the charm and attraction 
of poetry. Ho doubt Hesiod’s style and manner be- 
token a very early and rudimentary school ; but few 
can be insensible to the quaintness of his images, the 
“Hutch fidelity” (to borrow a phrase of l’i()!c..s?(.ji; 
Conington) of his minute descriptions, or, l.isi.iy, the 
point and terseness of his maxims. To these the fore- 
going chapter on the ‘Works and Hays’ has been 



TEE WORKS AND RAYS. 


55 


unable to do justice, because it seemed of more conse- 
quence to show tbe connection and sequence of the 
parts and episodes of that -worh:. It is proposed, 
therefore, in the brief chapter next following, to exa- 
mine “ the Proverbial Philosophy of Hesiod,” which is 
chiefly, if not entirely, found in the poem we have 
been discussing. 



CHAPTEE III. I 

Hesiod’s peoverbial philosophy. i 

A CHIEF token of tiie antiquity of Hesiod’s ‘ Works i 

and Days ’ is kis use of familiar proTerbs to illustrate i 

his' '■ i:;d' ; . pniiitivo aiuiionoe. ji 

T , ■ ! ■" ‘ ■ other extant poems are I 

not such as to admit this mode of illustration ; but ! 

the fact, that amidst the f* v. ’.■■■’> remain of I 

his lost poems are preserved several maxims and S 

sa'ws of practical and homely wisdom, shows that this | 

use of proverbs was characteristic of his poetry, or | 

that his imitators — if we suppose these lost poems I 

not to have been really his — at all events held it to be | 

so. It is, perhaps, needless to remark that the poems I 

of Homer are full of like adagial sentences — so much ^ 

so, indeed, that James Duport, the Greek professor at 
Cambridge, published in 1680 an elaborate parallelism 
of the proverbial philosophy of the .'nid Odyssey, 
with the adages as well of sacred as of profane writers. 

Other scholars have since followed his lead, and eluci- 
dated the same common point in the father of Greek 
poetry, and those who have opened a like vein in 
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other nations and languages. Obviously an appeal to 
this terse and easily-remembered and retained -wisdom 
of the ancients is adapted to the needs of an early 
stage of literature; and its ]iin;li;p. in;ri!.irii-;t or real, 
to the brief “ dicta ” of the oracles of antiquity, w'ould 
constitute a part of its weight and popularity -with an 
audience of wonder-stricken listeners. And so we 
come to see the fitness of such bards as Homer and 
Hesiod garnishing their poems with these gems of 
antique proverbial wisdom, each dra-wing from a store 
that was probably hereditary, and pointing a moral or 
establishing a truth by neat and timely introduction 
of saws that possessed a weight not unlike that of 
texts of Scripture to enforce a preacher’s drift. 
It is, furthermore, a • ‘ ' , • ' ’ for the common 

date of these famous poets, that both Homer and 
Hesiod constantly recur to the use of adages. With 
the latter the The honest 

thrift-loving poet of Ascra has evidently stored up 
maxims, on the one liiin-.loflunnJyi.ioral uyar.il goo.l 
sense, and on the other of.^hvcwduofs isud sfif-iulorcs'. 
He draws upon a rare stock of proverbial authority for 
justice, honour, an-1 goo-l faith, but he also falls back 
upon a well-chosen supply of brief and telling saws to 
affirm the policy of “ taking care of number one,” and 
is provided with short rules of action and conduct, 
which do credit to his observation and study of the 
ways of the -woiid. If, as we have seen in his auto- 
biography (if we may so call the * Works and Days ’), 
his hfe was ;■ of cln-onic wrof:-li::g-? wiili a wo: u.- 
less brother and unjust judges, it is all the more natu- 
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ral that his stock of proverbs should partake of the 
twofold character indicated ; and we proceed to illus- 
trate both sides of it in their order. 

In divL:i;g::^•''! the two kinds of contention, 
Hesiod ushers in a familiar proverb by words which 
have themselves taken adagial raulc “ This conten- 
tion, ” he says, i (‘TTi.-rks find .Days,’ 

24-26) — viz., “ when potter vies with potter, crafts- 
man with craftsman, beggar is emulous of beggar, and 
bard of bard.” Dihiy the younger, in a letter on the 
death of Silius Italicus, uses the introductory words 
of Hesiod a ->f :he liv.-shy uflViiunIs, iu provok- 
ing each other to the quest of a name and fame that 
may survive their perishable bodies; * and Aristotle 
and Plato qirote word for word the lines respecting 
‘‘ two of a trade ” to which it will be observed that 
Hesiod attaches a nobler meaning than that which 
has become associated with them in later days. 
He seems to appeal to the people’s voice, s:’(‘;:u!i,:ily 
gathered up into a familiar saw, for the confirma- 
tion of his argument, that honest emulation is both 
wholesome and ■ The second of Hesiod’s 

i: ’ ■ b , ■ ■. ■■ moral tone, and conveys the 

lesson of temperance in its broadest sense, by declaring 

“ That halfht^ inore than o.ll; true gain doth dwell 

Here the seeming paradox of the first portion of the 
couplet is justified and explained by C.'iccvois ronnirk 
that men know not “ how great a revenue consists in 
* Epist. III., vii. 15. 
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moderation ; ” and wHlst in tlie first danse a sound 
mind is the end proposed, the 1 ■ ■■ j - ■■ 

reference to the frugal diet, which bespeaks content- 
ment and an absence of covetousness, such as breathes 
in Horace’s prayer : — 

“ Let olives, endives, mallows light 
Be all my fare,” — 

— T. ;3J, i.‘) .'Tiic-o.’i. Martin). 

and which, moreover, favours health and a sound 


body. It is unnecessary to | ■ i: : . of 

this ; ■ ) I-' . ' : , . dinner 


of herbs,” or to our own adage that “enough is as 
good as a feast j ” but it may be pertinent to note that 
this Hesiodian maxim is, like the former, quoted by 
Plato, who in his Laws (iii. 690) explains Hesiod’s 
meaning, “ that when the whole was iiijini-'iis nud the 
half moderate, then the moderate was more and better 
than the immoderate.” The next whidi presents itself 
in the ‘Works and Days’ owes its interest as much 
to the fact that it occurs almost toUdem vet'his in 
Homer, as to its resemblance to a whole host of 
later ;; ■ > c. -I i : ■ ■; ms. When 

Hesiod would fain enforce the advantage of doing 
right, and acting justly, "i ■ ■ ■■!* he, as it 
were, glances at the case of those who do not see 
this tiU justice has taught them its lesson, and says, 
in -.’iv ’ : : 

“I)',: r <;■ . ■■ !.:■■■,.■ '■ r.r- 1 

— ‘Works and Lays,’ 218. 

In the 17th Look of the Iliad, Homer has tho same 
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expression, Sf'.ve i'.i ilie suT'-=uiv.lion of the ■word “acts” 
for “ suffers ; ” and it is exceedingly probable that 
both adapted to their immediate purposes the -words of 
a pre-existing proverb.'^ Hesiod had already glanced 
at the same proverb, when, in v. 89 of the '"Works 
and Days,’ he said of the improvident Epimetheus 
that “he first took the gift “ (Paiidori!),’’’ and after 
grieved and it is probable that we have in it the 
germ of very many adagial expressions about the teach- 
ing of experience — such as those about “the stung 
fisherman,” '.'the burnt child,” and “ilie scalth-d cat” 
of the Latin, English, and Spanish i > respect- 
ively. T’ • to Burton, say, “He whom 

a serpent has bitten, dreads a slow-worm.” Of a kin- 
dred ionu oJ‘ iiigii iicailK.ii morahty are several prover- 
bial expressions in the 'Works and Days’ touching 
uprightness and justice in communities and indi- 
viduals. Thus in one place we read that 

“ Oft the crimes of one destructive fall, 

The crimes of one are visited on all.” 

— E. 319, 320. 

In another, that mischief and malice recoil on their 
author ; — 

'■ \Vl;oi-\vr f-'rgvuh fcr another ill. 

In ill men run on that they most abhor j 
111 counsel worst is to the cormseUor.” 

— Chapman. 

* T.’vv Viis “ i :vc7ii:i.s .slultor-iTn :riagist:r : ” and the Proverbs 
of Solomon, xx. 2, 3 — “A prudent man foreseeth the evil and 
Mdeth himself ; but the simple :■ ■ ■■ 1 ■ 
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And in a third, that 


“ Far best 

Is Iiotiven-sent -n'ealdi without reproach possest.” 


The second of the story of the 

Bull v.'f J.^jLida sis j” whilst another, not yet noticed, 
according to Elton’s version, runs on this wise : — 

‘'Who:' V - ; I 

V-'iih biigl:!’(:i'.i::g lus-.vo lIi rough J:;.i lan-st rr.j.” 

— K 383, 384. ’ 


31ore Htora.’Iy rendered, the sentence might read, "Of 
a man tliat regarde th his oath the seed is more blessed 
in the aftertime ; ” and so rendered, it curiously recalls 
the answer of the oracle to Glaucus in Herodotus 
(vi. 86), where the Greek words are identical with 
Hesiod's, and either denote an acquaintance, in the 
Pythoness, with the 'Works and Days,’ or a com- 
mon source whence both she and Hesiod drew. We 
give Juvenal’s account of the story of Glauciis, from 
Hodgson’s version : — 

" The Pythian priestess to a Spartan sung, 

Wii:, i!V.P,_u:;iion raised her awful tongue ; 

' The time will come when, e’en ’■ 

Thy hesitation to restore the trust, 

Thyp;,", ... . ■ ' ’ - 

Apollo Hpi;,:!;; a;::l his b true.’ 

who sought to try 

li’napiy Heav ■ — , 

Alive to fear, i- 

Gave backtb ,. ,• 

Vain hope, h. v. ' : ■ 

To loo-so the i ■ ; 
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By swift destruction seized, the caitiff dies, 

Swept from the earth : nor he sole sacrifice — 

And verifies the judgment of the shrine.” 

— P. 251, 252. 

Within a couple of lines of the proverb last cited 
occurs a maxim almost scriptural in its phraseology, 
“ Wickedness,” sings the poet, “ you might choose in 
a heap j level is the path, and it lies hard at hand.” 
One is reminded of the “ hroad and narrow roads ” in 
our Saviour’s teaching ; and the lines which follow, and 
enforce the earnest struggle which alone can achieve 
the steep ascent, have found aii echo in many nohle 
outbursts of after-poetry. The passage in Tennyson’s 
Ode, which expands the sentiment, is siifficiciiily 
well known, hut perhaps it is itsidf suggesh.'d by the 
20;, I! ■iVi!g:::i::.L of Siri'.-niil..-', which maybe freely tran- 
slated : — 

“ List an old and truthful tale, — 

Sheer and hard for man to scale, 

Wlinv -h.ih rot ihii 

Her pure precincts, ever nigh, 

irrrtve-di.d id movi.d 
Unrevealed, save then alone 

Whom heart- vexing toil for right 
Bringeth up to virtue’s throne.” * 


' ■■ ■ ’ ■' ’ the Dxike of Wellington : — 

He that ever follows her commands. 

Or with toil of heart and knees and hands. 
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Of a less exalted tone is the famous graduation of 
man’s "VTisdom, which declares i ■ ■ :• best who 
can conceive and carry out with foresight a wise 
counsel; next in order, him who has the sense to 
value and heed such counsel; whilst he who can neither 
initiate it, nor avail himself of it when thrown in Iris 

(‘Works and Days,’ 291-297.) T = = : > - ' .-v 

has been thought worthy of citation by Aristotle. 
Another passage of proverbial character, but subordi- 
nate moral tone, is that which declares — 

“ Lo ! the Ivst .i r;-;;:;.;'! tongue ; 

T:!c hiw ()ru:0''ii.;v..c -pi.cch vi;h gi-.icc: 

— E. 1005, 1006. 

A lid a li;:r! further on an adage of mixed character, 
3' ■ i’ 1 theoffspring of our unruly 

member, by saying — 

r ,, ■■ ! =.• • ;••. ■ ■ \ .”-5 d. 

Wi • - ■ : ^ ' '. T • i 

syllable the teaching of common-sense' — we are struck 
more by the : : -b ■ ■■ ’b ;; h' ■ ■■ The 

end of all his precepts is, “Brother, get rich;” or, 
“ Brother, avoid poverty and famine.” Even the wor- 
ship ■■■■. 1 gods are inculcated with an 


Throitgli tlie long gorge to the far light hath won 
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eye to "being aHe “ to "buy up the land of others, and 
not others thine ” (341). He says, indeed, in v. 686, 
that “ money is life to miserahle men,” in much the 
same terms as Pindar after him ; hut this is only as a 
dissuasive from : .'.1 ’ :.d because ‘‘in 

all things the fitting season is best.” In effect he 
upholds the maxim that “money makes the man,” 
though it is hut fair to add that he prescribes right 
means to that end. To get rich, a man must work : — 

“ Famine evermore 

Is natural consort to the idle boor,” — C. 

“ Hard work will best uncertain fortune mend.” — D. 

He must save, too, on the jprinciplc that “ many a little 
makes a mickle,” or, as Hesiod hath it, 

“ ‘oft done, 

In small time makes a good possession.” — C. 

It is no use, he sagaciously adds, to spare the liquor 
when the cash is empty : — 

“ When broached, or at the lees, no care be thine 
To save the cask, but spare the middle wine ; ” 

— E. 503, 504. 

nor to procrastinate, because 

“ Ever uith loss the putter-off contends,” 

—413. 

and the man that would thrive must take time by the 
forelock, repeating to himself, as well as to his slaves 
at midsummer, — 
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“The siunmer day 

Endures not ever : toil ye while ye may,” 

~E. 698,699. 

and rising betimes in the morning, on the faith that 

“ The mom the third : i li y «’> . , ’-i : 

ii\e morn luuhes short I::; v,-.;., !!.. !.: - =;.or: :'..y ; , — C. 

Shrewd and practical as all this teaching is, its 
author deprecates anjihing that is not honest and 
straightforward. “Dishonest gains,” he declares in 
V. 352, “are tantamount to losses ; ” and perhaps his 
experience of the detriment of such ill gains to his 
brother enabled him to judge of their hurtfulness the 
more accurately. Eeferable to this experience is a 
maxim that is certainly uncomplimentary to brotherly 
love and confidence : — 

“ As if in joke, that he no slight may feel, 

Cali witnesses, if you with brother deal.” 

— D. 371. 

And there is a latent distrust of kinsfolk and connec- 
tions involved in another proverb : — 

“ When on your home falls unforeseen distress. 

Half-clothed come neighbours : kinsmen stay to dress.” 

— D. 345. 

Perhaps his bardic character won him the goodwill of 
his neighbours, and so he estimated them as he foimd 
them; for i. ■ a r-..:'’ with considerable 
fervour — 

%" .L. ■ !. a i: .i, '.i. jt.:;, .' 

-C. 347. 


A. 0. vol. XV. 
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A - 5 ‘ r ■: neigli'bours there ms, to 

judge hy his teaching, a y ."i!: ■ V y. 

though scarcely that high principle of benevolence 
which is content “to give, hoping nothing again.” 
Self-interest, indeed, as might he expected, leavens 
the mass of his precepts of conduct, which may he 
characterised as a good workaday code for the citizen 
of a little narrow world, shut up within Boeotian 
mountains, We laugh at the susj)icioii that animates 
some, and the homeliness of others, hut cannot fail 
withal to he captivated perforce hy the ingenuousness 
with which the poet speaks his inner mind, and pre- 
tends to no : i..’’..: yd P .1 \ - ■i--i i 

In the line which follows the couplet last quoted, and 
which says that “where neighbours are what they 
should he, not an ox would he lost,” for the whole 
village would turn out to catch the thief, — it has been 
surmised that there is allusion to an early “ associa- 
tion for the prosecution of felons” in the iEolian 
colony from which Hesiod’s father had come hut 
these glosses of commentators and scholiasts only spoil 
the simplicity of the pooc’.s niati(.T-ol‘'l'!K:i philosophy, 
wliich in the instance rcfcned to did hut record what 
T' ; ■ ■ afterwards seems to have seen, when, as a 

recommendation to a field for sale, he advertised that 
it had “ a good neighbour.” 

Though the ‘'riu:Ogony' is, finm iv> uau-.m and scope, 
hy no means a storehouse of proverbs like the ‘ Works 
and Days,’ it here and there has allusions and refer- 
ences to an already existing stock of such maxims. 
Where, in pointing a moral d projios of Pandora, he 
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takes up Ms parable : r. and lilcens them 

to the drones, 

“ T” ■ ■■ 1 ■: < 'y maw the spoils 

Of others’ labour,”. — 

—E. 797, 798. 

Hesiod has in his mind’s eye that ancient proverb 
touching “ one sowing and another reaping,” which 
Callimachus gives as follows in Ms hymn to Ceres 
(137)- 

“ And those who idoughcd the field shall reap the corn” — 
but wMch, in some shape or other, must have existed 
previously even to Hesiod’s date. In most modern 
] ■ il ’i i> •» .• '■ ‘i .i“: : .!• .1 'i was recogMsed 

and applied by our Lord, and His apostle St Paul.* 
Earlier in the poem, the saw that “ Blest is he whom 
the Muses love ” is probably pre-Hesiodian •, but it is 
too obviously a commonplace of poets in general to 
deserve commemoration as a proverb. We cannot cite 
any adages from ‘ The SMeld,’ and an examination of 
■'ni- ,' Fii;g‘' I adds but few to the total of Hesiod’s 
stock. These few are cMefly from the ‘Maxims of 
Chiron,’ supposed to have been dictated b;. ’ il ■■ 

sopMc Centaur to his pupil Achilles. One of these, 
preserved by Harpocration from an oration of Hyperi- 
des, may be thus translated : — 

“ Works for the yoimg, coims.:'.s lev middl-;- iVjc ; 

The old may best in vows and prayers engage.” 

Another savours of the philosophy of the ‘Works 
and Days ; ’ — 

* St Matt. xsv. 24 ; Gal. vi. 7 ; 2 Cor. is. 6. 
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Vv- V I ; Mugs.” 

Wliilst a tliiid mblii v.-cll be a stray line from one of 
the exhortations to Perses ; for it deprecates the pre- 
ference of a shadow to a substance in some such lan- 
guage as this : — 

“ Only a fool v ■” ■ ■:>. '■ ■ . 

That he the charm of doubtful chase may know.” 

Another proverb, preserved by Cicero in a letter to 
Atticus,*‘ looks very like Hesiod’s, though the orator 
and critical man of letters dubs it “ pseudo-Hesiod- 
ian.” It bids us “ not decide a case until both sides 
have been heard.” And yet another saw, referred 
to the Ascrisan sage, appears to us in excellent keep- 
ing with the maxims respecting industry and hard 
work which abound in his great didactic poem. We 
are indebted for it to Xenophon’s Memorabilia, and 
it may be Englished — 



an exhortation in accord with the fine passage in the 
‘ Works and Days,’ which represents Virtue and Ex- 
cellence seated aloft on heights difficult to climb. 

Perhaps also the following extracts from the extant 
fragments of the ‘ Catalogue of Women,’ though not 
succinct enough to rank as adages, may lay some claim 
to containing ,i- 1 - ■■.:!■’ ■ f .I 'l wisdom. The 

first, taken from the pages of Athenseus,t concerns wine 
that maketh sorry, as well as glad, the heart of man : — 
* vii. 18, 4. + X. 428. 
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“ Wliat joy, what v ;*■ T-i 
To raea who drink to excess. For wine to such 
Acts insolently, hinds them hand and foot, 

Yea, tongue r"-! re:"-! w:thrl. h-r^T* 

Ineffable ! .Si- -r]^' ■ :.!y -■.i:; I- iv . -i — D. 

The second is a curious relic of the ancient notions 

X!:' • ; Ihr crow 

Of old men’s life ; the lively sta^ outlasts 

Nine raven’s terms the phoenix numbers out | 

And we, the long-tressed nymphs, whose sire is Zeus, 

By ten times more the phoenix life exceed.” — D. 

Enough, howeyer, has been set down of Hesiod’s 
proverbial philosophy, to show that herein consists 
one of his titles to a principal place among didactic 
poets. A plain blunt man, and a poet of the people, 
he knew how and when to appeal with cogency to 
that “ wisdom of many and wit of one,” which has 
been styled by our own proverb - collector, James 
Howell, “the people’s voice.” 



CHAPTEE IV. 

THE THEOGONT. 

The geographer Pausanias -was the first to cast a doubt 
upon the received belief of the ancients that the ‘ The- 
ogony ’ and the ‘ ■^\'orks ard Days ' ■, ! i ■. ’ / . ■ , ■ ' 

and the same author. On the other hand, Herodotus 
attributed to Hesiod the praise of having been one of 
-vwV f . rl r ? ’■ ; and 

P' ,■ ■ i" '■ i - P- 1 I-;. • • " ■ •’ ‘ Theogony ’ 

of Hesiod, which apparently correspond with passages 
in the work that has come down to us as such. Un- 
less, therefore, there is strong internal evidence of sepa- 
rate nulbor.^hi’) in the two poems, the testimony of a 
writ^ four hundred years boriive Christ is (;ii!Li:lovl to 
outweigh that of one living two hundred years after. 
But so far from such internal evidence being forth- 
coming, it would be easy to enumerate several strong 
notes of resemblance, which would go far towards 
■id ■ ■■■ ■_: a presumption that both were from the 
same hand. The same economical spirit which actu- 
ates the poet of the ‘ Works ’ is visible also in the 
• T. where the head and front of Pandora’s 
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offending is, that the “beauteous evil/* woman, is a 
drone in the hive, and consumes the fruits of man’s 
labour without adding to them. The author of the 
‘ Thoogony ’ holds in exceptionally high esteem the 
■, ■ ■ ]■ ; divinity Plutus, and this is quite con- 

sistent -with the hereditary and personal aotinaOiy to 
poverty and its visitations so manifest in the bard of 
the ‘Works.’ Again, there is reason to believe that 
the proper commencement of the ^ Works and Pays ’ 
— which, to translate the Greek idiom, might run, 
“Well, it seems that, after all Contention is of two 
kinds, and not of one only” (v.' 11) — ^is nothing less 
than the poet’s correction of a statement he had made 
in his poem on the r . . ‘ \ !■ that Eris, or 

Contention, was one and indivisible, the of 

Illight, and the mother of an uncanny progeny, begin- 
ning with Trouble and ending with Oath.’*^ We 
might add, too, curious coincidences of expression 
and verse-structure, such as the use of a character- 
istic epithet standing by itself for the substantive 
which it would commonly' qualify (e. y., “the bone- 
less ■■ ■■■ and “ the sUvery ” 

for “ the sea ”), and the peculiarity of the commence- 
ment of three consecutive lines with one and the same 
word. 1 iisi sinces of belli are comriicri lo rju; i.v.-o po';K:5. 
Put JOT ilic ]>uri)osi;S of the preseiil vohiuie it is porliaps 

s! ’■ iVi-y -I u .s : d: .- :■ » T; /..' 

y ■■ lb !, V/v..- i - ■ ■ i 
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most part in husbandry, “ collected for it in a fuller 
and a more graceful "body the precepts with which the 
simple wisdom of their forefathers had ordered their 
rural lahours and their domestic life;” at the same 
time that, “ from the songs of their earlier hards, and 
the - >■ n\ I -:: ;-l he drew the knowledge 

of nature and of superhuman things wliich lie delf^’cre-.l 
in the popular form of the ‘ Theogony.’ ” * 

Of the aim which he proposed to himself in that 
ancient poem, no Ixdtor description has hec.-n given than 
Mr Grote’s, v.'v, d; ] •• as “an attempt to cast 
the divine functions into a systematic sequence.” The 
work of Homer and Hesiod was, to reduce to system 
r,, !■" d ■■ : •>: the Hellenic gods 

and demi-gods, and to consolidate a catholic belief in 
the place of conflicting local superstitions. So far as 
we are able to judge, Homer’s share in the task con- 
sisted in the passing notices of gods and goddesses 
which are scattered up and down the Ihad and the 
Odyssey. Tor Hesiod may be claimed the first incor- 
poration and e-'i: ',. :■ ■ •> generation and genea- 
logy ■ ■f Ui-' i.'.'l g,-,hh; in a coherent system ; 

and so it was from his ‘ Theogony,’ as Mr Grote has 
shown, that “men took their information respecting 
their thoogonic aiitirpiitios ; that sceptical pagans, and 
■’ .■I',;::-; -h subjects of at- 

tack; and that, to understand what Plato deprecated 
r’ -l X- " ■ ■ denounced, the Hesiodic stories must 

he recounted in I’-.-.k'-l =1: t Whence he de- 

rived his information, which is older than the so-called 
* ‘Hist, of Greece, I., c. vi. t Ibid., i. 15, 16. 
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Orphic Thv;ogony — ^yh^;la(■^ from Egypt, India, and 
Persia, or, as some have thought, from the Mosaic 
■writings — it is lost labour to inquire. He certainly 
systematised and consolidated the mass of traditions, 
which came to his hand a more or 1. g 1 <1 

distorted collection of primitive i < ■ '.ly ■' 
legendary lore. An especial interest must therefore 
attach to the study of his scheme and method, and it 
must he enhanced hy the pf.-.sision which antiquity 
1. ::: •.dy 1. -I : » him, in the history 

Hesiod’s ‘ Theogony ’ consists of three divisions : a 
cosmogony, or creation of the world, its powers, and 
its fabric ; a theogony proper, recording the history 
of ■ r.y ■; d- of Cronus and Zens; and a fragmen- 
tary generation of heroes, sprung from the intercourse 
of mortals -with immortals. Hesiod and his contem- 
poraries considered that in their day J upiter or Zeus 
was the lord of Olympus; but it was si--.,-' "':'7 to 
chronicle tlio imi(jcodon‘LS of bis dynady, mid hcnci: ilic 
account of the stages and revolutions which had led up 
to the established order under which Hesiod’s genera- 
tion fonnd itself. And so, after a preface containing 
amongst other matters the episode of the Muses’ -visit 
to the shepherd-poet, at which we glanced in Chapter 
I., Hesiod proceeds to his proper task, and represents 
Chaos as primeval, and Earth, Tartarus, and Eros 
(Love), as cCTrmg next irto existence : — 

“ Love then arose. 

Most beauteous of immortals ; he at once 

Of every god and every mortal man 
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Unnerves the limbs, dissolves the wiser breast 
By loiifon sieelod, iind qvi'.Hi rbo vujy .''a:!.” 

E. 171-175. 

At first Chaos ■ ; i‘ ' ■ iv ' ■ ■ and 

Xi.ahi, the latter of whom gives birth to Ether and 
Dayj whilst Earth creates in turn the heaven, the 
mountains, and the sea, the cosmogony so far corre- 
sponding generally with the Mosaic. But at this 
point Eros or Love begins to work. The union of 
Earth with Heaven results in the birth of Oceanus 
and the Titans, the Cyclopes, and the hundred- 
The sire of so numerous a progeny, 
and first ruler of creation, ITranus, conceiving that his 
sovereignty is imperilled by his offspring, resorts to 
the expedient of relodging each chiid, as soon as it is 
born, within the bowels of its mother. Earth. Groan- 
ing under such a burden, she arms her youngest and 
wiliest son, Cronus, with a sickle of her own product, 
iron, and hides him in an ambush with a view to his 
]!i;i!iia:big his sire. Tlio (;or:.-7)iivKy is justified on the 
p!'iuci|)iC‘ of retributive justice. Uranus is disabled 
and dethroned, and, by a not very clear nor present- 
able legend, the foam -born goddess Aphrodite is 
fabled to have sprung from his mutilation. Here is 
the poet's account of her rise out of the sea ; — 

“ So severing with keen steel 

Amid the many i . 

Hurled them, j'- ’ ■■•'r , the deeps, 

Till now swift-circling a white foam arose 
From that immortal substance, and. a nymph 
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T.'; ’ , I" :l , >V T1;o w;i?Liiig ’V,\v;-s 

First bore her to Cythera the divine : 

To wave-encircled ! ■■ ■ ■ Ih-n, 

And forth < ■ i . i. ■■■ ii 4 

Of awful b-., ,i ii"/ ' 

J/o/i pna-^'y' fht soii'h-. nr':' ii. lirrhn^' 2 flcv'crh'i sprang. 

The foam-born goddess : and her name is known 
As Cytherea with, the blooming wreath, 

.V-, ■■ i ... i I A r-. n ■ ’ " t--:'— rr'-, st ; 

■ , : r •: il. 

Love tracked her and bi'i!’.r!.iii.il Dc-.sire 
Pursued ; while soon as bom she bent her way 

I , ■ ■ .. " 1 ; b : her honours these 

From the beginning : whether gods or men 
Her presence bless, to her the portion falls 
Of virgin "■ m'' : ; !i . • . 1 ..11 '"r. 'miles, 

And smooth : . ..• I:. . '•• •. >.■■•} 

And dalliance and the bliiiidishmonls of h^ve.” 

— F. 253-2S3. 

The concluding verses of this passage are notable 
‘.lii'i-, I fabled assessors of Venus ; and the 
italicised lines, v/i-^b i'-! ; I,;!'- }• • ’b-l > ’'Tih'-'". 

Scott, and Tennyson,’’^ may have suggested the invo- 



Their morning incense, when all things that breathe 
From the earth’s great altar send up silent praise 
To the Creator ; ” &c. 

— Paradise Lost, ix. 



... ■ ! ■ I ' 1 1 dew; 

— Lady of the Lake, i. 18. 
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cation of the benignant goddess in tbe opening of 
Lucretius : — 


“ Lefore iiiec, gOiMc.^s, tbee ! tbe winds are busbed. 



— Lucret. i. 7-12 (Johnson). 


By the act of Cronus, the Titans, released from dur- 
ance, arose to a share in the' deliverer’s dynasty, the 
C; i i'-would seem, remaining shut 

up in their prison-house. But before the poet proceeds 
to the history of this dynasty and succession of rulers, 
lie apparently conceives it to be his duty to go through 
the generations of the • ""i. • .i ; b a genealogical 


So fleetly did she stir ; 

The flower she touched on dipt and rose, 

And tunied to look at her." 

—Tennyson: ■ 

Even more to the point, which is the charm to create verdure 
and flower-growth ViJiicb to Aphrodite’s feet, are the 

following citations from ]3i,r* .For'.sjn aiiil "Wordsworth : — 



As she had sowed them with her odorous foot." 

— Jonson: ‘Sad Shepherd,’ i. 1, 

“Flo-:. ’■ 

And fragrance in thy footing treads.’’ 

— Wordsworth : ‘ Ode to 
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minuteness •which., it must be confessed, is now and 
then tedious i though, on the other hand, there are occa- 
sional points of interest in the process, which would 
be interminable if not so relieved. It is curious, for 
example, to j&nd “ the Hesperian maids ’’ — 

Beyond the sounding ocean, the fair trees 
or golden Iruilice”- — 

■— E, 293-297. 


ranked with Death, and ?i." f.i .i Gloom and its 
kindred, as the unbegotten brood of Night. Possibly 
the clue is to be found in Hesiod’s having a glimmer- 
ii’.g of thePidl and iis consequences, because death and 
woe were in ;1 ■ ; .• fruit of ‘‘that forbid- 

den tree.” Again, from the union of Nereus, the sea- 
god par excellence, and eldest offspring of Pontus, one 
of the original powers, with the Oceanid, Doris, are 
said to have sprung the fifty Nereids, whose names, 
taken from some characteristic of the sea — its wonders, 
its treasures, and its good auguries — correspond in 
many instances with Homer’s list in the Hiad (xviii. 
39-48), and point to a pre-existent legend approached 
by both poets. In due order, also, are recorded the 
children of Tethys and the Titan Oceanu.>=, — to trii, 
the endless rivers and springs, and the waLov-nyuiTdi.^ 
or Oceanids, whose function is to preside over these, 
and to convey nourishment from the Sire to all things 
living. As to the list of rivers, it is noticeable that 
Hesiod includes the Nile, known to Homer on].y hy 
the name of Jigyptus — and the Eridanus, supposed to 
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represent ilia ULoJaniis (u- Illioiie ; also that the rivers 
of Greece appear to he slighted in :> with 

those of Asia Minor and the Troad — a circumstance to 
he accounted for hy the Asiatic origin of the poet’s 
father, which would explain his completer geographi- 
cal knowledge of the colonies than of the mother 
country. The names of the water-nymphs are refer- 
able to islands and continents — e. g., Europa, Asia, 
Doris, Persia — or to physical characteristics, such as 
clearness, turhidness, violet hue, and the like. But 
the poet gives a good reason for furnishing only a 
selection : — 

“ More remain untold. Three thousand nyiiiplis 
Oi Occjnic Muo, in heauly tread 

'i. r.!i . : V ’de dispersed 

i , ■ ■ 1 . .. .? : depth of lakes, 

A hi'i.iiidriij nice of ch^rious ^oddor-Si:?. 

As many rivers also yet untold. 

Bushing with hollow dashing sound, were born 
To awful Tethys, but their every name 
Is not for mortal man to memorate, 

Arduous, yet knoivn to all the dwellers round.” 

— E. 492-501. 

We must not trespass upon our readers’ patience, hy 
with the conscientious genealogist the 
progeny of the rest of the Titans. Two goddesses, 
however, stand out from amidst one or other of these 
broods, ii.:, of more spiuiul rioh;, and nuav; direct heaving 
upon the world’s government and order. Asteria, the 
goddess of stars, a Titanid in the second generation, 

stock, one only daughter, Hecate. The attributes of 
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this goddess, as described by Hesiod, .. ’ 

from those ascribed to her by later poets, as to afford 
strong proof of the antiquity of this poem. She is not, 
as in later poetry, the patron of magic arts, but the 
goddess who blesses labour and energy, in field, senate, 
and forum : — 


“ Wlieii tlio in.-iiid n’ori rise 
To deadly battle, ■ • ■ 'h • ' ; ' ■ 

To whom she wills, bids rapid victory 
Await them, and extends the wueath of fame. 

Ui' veiierablo ino.’i<irci!.<. bhe is round 
Propitious when in solemn games the youth 
Contending strive ; there is the goddess nigh 
With succour : he whose hardiment and strength 
Victorious prove, with ease the graceful palm 

.' I I- . . i' n • i‘ ■>. hi:- : 

T'. ;■ ■; ; \ '. r • fiery steed 

I! . ■ ■ ■ . . : who labouring cleave 

Through the blue w'atery waste the untractable way.” 

— E. 581-505. 

The other goddess, Styx, Ji dai;gl'.ior of Oceanus, is 
memorable not more for her own prominent position 
in iLMcirrii: f.il'io, than for having amongst her off- 
spring those iron-handed ministers of Jove, Strength 
(Kiatos) and T s-, : iT:i. ■, whom the classical reader 
meets again in the opening of the " Prometheus ' of 
.^chylus. Their nearness to Zeus is ascribed by 
Hesiod to the decision with which their mother 
espoused his cause in the struggle with Cronus and the 
Titans : — 
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“ Lo ! then incorruptible Styx the first, 

. : V counsels of her sire, 

>. . “ -beside; 

There graced with honour and witli goodly gift?, 

Her Zeus ordained the great tremendous oath 
Of deities ; her sons for evermore 
Indwellers in the heavens. A li k e to all, 

E’en as he pledged his sacred word, the god 
Performed ; so reigned he strong in might and power.” 

— E. 537-545. 

But here Hesiod has been anticipating the sequence 
of events, and forestalling, to this extent, the second 
stage of the poem. According to Hesiod, Cronus or 
Saturn was alive to the faults of his sire’s policy of 
s:)lf-prid-.i)ci:oji, and conceived an improvement in the 
means of checking revolutionary development on the 
part of his ofTsiuing, by imprisoning them in his own 
bowels rather than their mother’s. Mindful of the 
destiny that “ to his own child he should bow down 
his strength,” he proceeded to swallow up his progeny 
with such regularity, that the maternal feelings of his 
consort, Ehea, roused her to a spirit of opposition. 
When about to be delivered of ber sixtli child, Zeus, 
.she called iii 1;be aid of her parents, Heaven and Earth, 
in ixie. (xuicealment of bis birth : — 

“ And her they sent to Lyctus, to the clime 
Of fruitful Crete ; and wht-n lit-r hour v.-Ji? come, 

The birth of Zeus, her youngest bom, then Earth 
:■ ii ■■ - :'.. y babe, to rear 

With nurturing softness, in the spacious isle 
Of Crete ; so came she then, transporting bim 
Swift through the darksome air, to Lyctus liist, 
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And thence upbearing in her arms, concealed 

V. . r . ! with densest woods the uEgean mount 

Impends. But to the imperial son of heaven, 

IV i I: K - -f .. : 

I breast 

Conveyed ."".’■nv: i 

That for - • J ■ i 1 ■ 

3'5'.^■i’1^;ib’(!, secuie j who soon with hands 


— E. 641-659. 


As the gods in ancient mythology grow apace, Zeus 
is soon ripe for the task of aiding his mother, whose 
craft persuades Cronus to disgorge first the stone 
which he had mistaken for his youngest-horn, and 
then the five children whom he had previously de- 
voured. A stone, probably meteoric, was shown at 
Delphi in Pausanias’s day as the stone in question, 
and an object of old memorial to the devout Greek. 
The rescued brethren at once take part vrith their de- 
liverer. The first act of Zeus was, as we have seen, 
to advance Porce and Strength, with their brothers 
Victory and Eivalry, to the dignity of “a body- 
guard,” and to give their mother Styx the style- and 
functions of “ oath-sanctioner.” His next was to free 
from the prison to which their father TJranus had 
CvUisigiK.'! thorn, tluj bundrod-handod giant?, and the 
Cyclopes, who furni.'bod aj-'iUery of ligl-'i.i'igs and 
hot thunderholt.?, 11:.? succi.-s.-; in the sii'iigAo was 
assured by tlie oracles of Gaja (Earth), if only lie could 
A. 0. VoL XV. F 
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"band these towers of strength and muscularity against 
Cronus and his Tiians ; and so the hai.ile was set in 
array, and a fierce war ensued — 

Each with each 

XJnintermitted ; nor to either host 
"Wu-i is'-iie of stiriTi i:f rife nor cu-l ; alike 

— E. 846-850. 

Hesiod's description of the contest, which has been 
justly held to constitute his title to a ranlc near Homer 
as an epic poet, is prefaced by a feast at which Zeus 
addresses his allies, and receives in turn the assurance 
of their support. The speeches are not wanting in 
dignity, though briefer than those which, in his great 
epic, Milton has moulded on their model. Our Eng- 
lish poet had bathed his spirit in Hesiod before he 
essayed the sixth book of his ‘ Paradise Lost ; ’ and it 
was well and wisely done by the translator of the fol- 
lowing description of the war betwixt Zeus and the 
Titans io aij.-i at a Millonic .‘■■ivlo and speo.fi! : — 

“All on ihiit: day rou-od mfiiUe the v/ar, 

Female and male ; the Tiran dtii-ios, 

The gods from Cronus sprang, and those whom Zeus 
From .subterranean gloom released to light ; 

Terrible, strong, of force enormous ; burst 
-V hunJrod arms froiri all tlicir sboiildoTs huge ; 

O’er limbs of sinewy mould. They then arrayed 
/■ ■ ;■ ■ T"' ■- ” stood. 

And in their nervous grasp wielded aloft 
Precipitous rocks. On the other side alert 
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Tlie Titan 2>lialanx closed : ilicn nC 

, ■> . ; ■; ’ , works of war. 

Tremendous then the immeasurable sea 
Eoared : earth resounded : the wi-l.j tiirou|.-hc;r- 

Groaned shattering: " r. \ ’ . ■ •, O';, r ^ i, 

Eeeled to the vloliiiice of rh<: g-.)!-!: the shock 

Eeniote of Tartarus : the shrilling din 

So they reciprocal their weapons hurled 
Groan-scattering, and the shout of either host 
Burst in exhorting ardour to the stars 
Of heaven : vJili ciighly \va:-cri'=s oi L r. or t 
E ;’iCO i:u; (ui ng cl opcd.” 

— E. 883-908. 

A pause at this point may ho excused, seeing that 
it affords the opportunity of noting the contrast be- 
tween the heathen and the Christian conceptions of 
divine strength. In Milton the Messiali has a super- 
abundance of might : — 

“ Yet half his strength hi pul r.ot f.n-lh, but checked 

His thunder in mid volley, for i-c 

Hot to destroy, hut root them out of heaven.” 

— Par. Tost, i. ■ .:j- 

In the conflict with the Titans, Zeus has to exert all 
his might to insui-e ■vuctojy : — * 

“ Nor longer then did Zeus 
r '' *'■ r ,T ’ ’ ut ’n his soul 

With his omnipoter . . 

J/ii- vjlioU of. ■ . , ■ . ■ /■.. ■ , ‘ 
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Thc! vmiltcd flcv, tlio inoiiiii Olyi^ii ian 
V ' 

i:-;:.. ; V.M ■ i:- : -.■■■; _: ■■ •'=■■ 

Reiterated swift : the whirling flash 

Rell : roared around the nurture-yielding earth 
In conflagration ; for on every side 

■ )' I ■ 1 -I' blazed: 

Yea, the broad earth burned red, the streams that mix 
With ocean and the deserts of the sea. 

Boimd and around the Titan brood of earth 
Rolled the hot vapour on its fiery surge. 

The liquid heat air’s pure expanse divine 
Suffused : the radiance keen of quivering flame 
That shot from v -i:' • 1: dim orb, 

Strong though they were, intolerable smote, 

And scorched their blasted vision ; through the void 
0: T::.b . 

.-■p: ! . .,,v •. !i ■! •"». But to see 

With human eye and hear with the ear of man 
Had been as if midway the spacious heaven 
lliailiug with f-ai;h shiteked — e’en as nether earth 
h , :!i i! ( !:.r •, i.i‘1 'rbiwa 

Tcil ruinous from liigh. So vjist the din 
Wb(:Ti, gods < ucouiUering gods, the clang of anus 
J jh 1. asid iho ii?a:vd fruu ■ iw-rr." 

— E. 908-939. 

To heighten the turmoil, the winds and elements fight 
on the side of Zeus. The tide of battle turns. Jove’s 
huge auxiliaries overwhelm the Titans mth a succes- 
sion of great missiles, send them sheer beneath the 
earth, and consign them to a durance “ as far beneath, 
under earth, as heaven is from earth, for equal is the 
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space from earth to miirky Tartarus.” There, in the 
deeper chamber of an abyss from which there is no 
escape, the Titans are thenceforth imprisoned, with 
the hundred-handed giants set over them as keepers, 
and with Day 1 X:::’;; a, u;;!-, ■■ or janitors 

in front of the brazen threshold : — 

“ There Night 

i D y, V ,- 1 : ■ 

ib- 1. r ' .. 

The brazen threshold vast. This enters, that 
Forth issues, nor the two can one abode 
At once constrain. This passes forth and roams 
Tlui j'ouiid (,ji‘ oanh, that in the mansion waits 
Till the due season of her travel come. 

Lo ! from the one the far-discerning light 
Beams upon earthly dwellers : but a cloud 
Of pitohy darkness veils the other round : 

Pernicious Night, aye leading in her hand 

S:;- ■■■, j) I:.'- I:; - : a," Night, 

' i. I: 'r. ' \ j>, 

If, .i 1 ■: :• .l.-m '!! 

E’er with his beam contemplate, when he climbs 
The cope of heaven, or when from heaven descends. 
(V ' . ■ i',-, ■ ■ :’:b- - a’’, I;". ■■ the space 

Of earth and broad expanse of ocean waves, 

Placid to man. The other has a heart 
Of iron : yea, the heart within his breast 
Is brass nnpitying : whom of men he grasps. 

Stern he retains : e’en to immortal gods 
A foe.” — E. 992-1014. 

Of these sentries the readers of Milton’s ‘Paradise 
Lost’ nmy roci:ll the dcsciipiim ;i:< :r.o o]):'m‘ng of 
sixth hook; whilst the ooumerp:;rI,.s oj' ll;o I’vin cl h- 
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dren of Night may he found in the Iliad, as well as 
in the ^neid.t 

Another wonder of the prison-house, in Hesiod’s 
account of it, is Cerherus : — 

“ A grisly dog, implacable, 

'.V, A stratagem 

Is his, malicious : them who enter there, 

With tail and bended ears he fawning soothes, 

But suffers not that they with backward step 
Bepass : whoe’er -would issue from the gates 
or PI Hi 0 strong and srcrn ror^ophone, 

For them with marking eye he lurks : on them 
Springs from his couch, and pitiless devours ” 

— E. 1018-1026. 

In close proximity to this monster was the fabled 
Styx, in some respects the most awful personage in 
the ‘Theogony.’ The legend about her is somewhat 
obscure, but it is curious as being connected with that 
of Iris, the rainbow, whose function of carrying up 
water when any god has been guilty of falsehood 
seems a vague cmbodimniit of the covenant sealed by 
the “bow set in the cloud ; ” — 

“Jove sends Iris down 

The far-famed uater, hv-ui sroep, ?k\-,:.'.pt T'jcic 
Distilliiig in cold stream. Beneath the earth 
Abundant from the sacred river-head 
Through shades of darkest night i]:e S;-v_-!;.i.n lu'V?- 
Of Ocean flows ; a tenth of all the streams 
To the dread Oath allotted. In nine streams 
Circling the round of earth and the broad seas 

* II. xiv. 231, &c. 


t Ain. vi. 
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TVitU ■■ \v’r I r y ;i v 

It falls into the deep : one stream alone 
Gii'li;.' from llji: T.yr:lf. a mij/hiy bane to gods. 

Who of immortals, that inhabit stiH 
Olympus topped with snow, libation pours 
And is forsworn, he one whole year entire 
Lies reft of breath, nor yet approaches once 
The nectared and ambrosial sweet repast : 

But still reclines on the spread festive couch 
Mute, breathless : and a mortal lethargy 
O’erwhehns him ; but his malady absolved 

nine years 

F ( ■ . v;;) -S- 

I:'-. ■ .1 i - . ■ : i-. ci 'I ! i - :V,; ■ 

Once joins he, • i: y-. ■■ f 

So great an oath the deities of heaven 
Decreed the waters incorruptible. 

Ancient, of Styx, i . 'v: , 

A rugged region : where of dusty Earth, 

And darksome Tartarus, and Ocean waste, 

And the starred Heaven, the source and boundaiy 
Successive rise and end : a dreary wild 
And glni.sily, e’en by deities abhorred.” 

— E. 1038-1072. 

Such, according to Hesiod, are the surroundings of 
i'; ■ ‘"ail i v!' -’i-b 'whi-h r:r-rv'dth'i vanquished 
Titans when. J o ve’s victory was assured. IST ot yet, liow- 
ever, could .he rest from his toil : he had yet to scotch 
the half-serpent, half-human Typliceus, the offspring of 
i • --.1 T:.;;- .;i {T; ' ■ s < - : : ■ , 

to match, that Olympus might well dread a:;oihor and 
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less welcome master should this pest attain full devel- 
opment. Zeus, we are told, foresaw the danger : — 

“ Intuitive and vigUant and strong 
He thundered : instantaneous all around 
Earth reeled with horrible crash : the firmament 
Roared of high heaven, the ocean streams and seas, 

And uttermost caverns ! jr.-...-- in in r 

Trembled Olympits : groaned the steadfast earth. 

F" ■•>! ■ ■■ i l 1 * ; V. caught 

Tlic- iiarkly-rollii'.g ocean, "from the flash 
Of lightnings and the monster’s darted flame, 

Hot t'' " 1 ; v '.li: 

Glowed earth, air, sea : the biUows heaved on high 
Foamed round the shores, and dashed on every side 
Beneath the rush of gods. Concussion wild 
And unappeasable arose : aghast 
r . . . ...|v ... ■. ( ’ infernal dead 

Trembled : the sub-Tartarean Titans heard 
E’en where they stood and Cronus in the midst ; 

Tiioy h(^!!!■■l ai>T).!lled the unextinguished rage 
Of tumult and the din of dreadful war, 

Now when the god, f.-’-:-. fl ! . \f:\ 

Gathering at c:- . -1 . .■ v-; I ' , :■ : 

'i'lK; glowing iii;ir!(li:r'.)(>:L and bickering flame. 

He from th‘ rf t’-’ O’vrrirn -'v-' 

Leapt at a i, ..i' .v ! ’ i:;; : ■■■ ! . once 

The horrible monster’s heads enormous, scorched 
n d 

I i . 1 " .i - ■ : V' ■ . " '■ prone. 

He fell ; beneath his weight earth groaning shook. 

T' " ■' ■■ ;■ si.’, 's prodigy 

From that unbounded vapour, and dissolved ; — 



THE THEOQONY. 


89 


As fusile tin, by axt of youths, above 

The wide-brimmed vase ui»-l'ul.-r;iii:g;.foii3iis with heat ; 

( I ■■ :: : . -i-' ■ ; .b' i- ,* 

By burning flame, amid the mountain dells 
hr-'-, hi • ;o -i ;m- ■ - irb 

or Vi !:i. --oi.;:-:’! j; ; .] f; ■ , 

Of l/.a/iiig five. He down wide Hell’s abyss 
His victim hurled, in bitterness of soul.” 

— E. 1108-1149. 

The italicised lines may recall the noble ir;7;;go in the 
^ Paradise Lost ; ’ * a passage which Milton’s editor, 
Todd, pronounces grander in conception than Hesiod’s. 
But, as Elton fairly answers, it is only in Milton’s 
reservation that he is superior. “ The mere rising of 
Zeus causing mountains to rock beneath his everlast- 
ing feet, is sublimer than the firmament shaking from 
the rolling of wheels.” 

After quelling .1 !■: n.-r -•I -v. Z- i.< ;• : ■! be- 

1 of •. suitable consort, and espousing 

I :■ '.ji-. ,.-i as to effect a union of abso- 

lute wisdom with absolute power. As, however, in the 
Hesiodic view of the divinity, there was ever a risk of 
dethronement to the sire at the hand of his offspring, 
Zeus hit upon a plan which should prevent his wife 
producing a progeny that rriight liereaflc-L' conspire v.'iili 
her to dethrone him, after the hereditary fashion. He 
absorbed Metis, w'ith her babe yet unborn, in his own 
breast, and, according to mythology, found this task 

* “ Under his burning wheels 
The steadfast empyrean shook throughout, 

,1 ■ ■ 

—Vi. S32-S31. 
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CMsic-r iiu-ougli having persuaded her to assume the 
most diminutive of shapes. Thenceforth he blended 
perfect wisdom in his own body, and in due time, as 
from a second womb — 

“ He from his head disclosed, himself, to birth 
The ■ ’ : - ; . ; Tr: -■ \ -i P..!!;-, r 
Bousing the war-field^s tumult, unsubdued, 

Leader of armies, awful, whose delight 
Tbe shout of bai'lc ij;d ihv? sliocb of wnr.” 

— E. 1213-1217. 

Yet, notwitlislcndirig so summary a putting away of 
his first wife, Zeus, it appears, had no mind to remain 
a widower. Themis bare him the Hours ; Eurynome 
the Graces — 

“TMiose oyohds, as ihey gaze. 

Drop love unnerving ; and beneath the shade 
Of their arched brows they steal the sidelong glance 
Of sweetness ; ” 

— E. 1196-1199. 

and Mnemosyne, a daughter of Uranus, became the 
mother by him of the Hine Muses, celebrated by 
Hesiod at the beginning of the poem. With Deme- 
ter and Latona also he had tender relations, before 
he finally resigned himself to his sister Hera (Juno), 
who took permanent rank as Queen of the Gods. 
From this union sprang Mars and Hebe, and Eilei- 
thyia or Lucina : whilst according to Hesiod, who 
herein differs from Homer, .1 ! ; ■ r - or Vulcan 
was the offspring of Hera alone, as a set-off to Zeus’s 
sole parentage of Athena. Of the more illicit amours 
of the fickle king of the gods, and of their issues, and 
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espousing nymphs or mortals, Hesiod has still much 
to tell, in his fashion of genealogising, before we reach 
the Heroogony, or list of heroes born of the union of 
godcbrssos with niorud nun, v.-hic-]'. is Mchcd to the ‘The- 
ogi-i.'iy’ pro[)(:r, as it has come down to us. It is indeed 
{! lis: and litilc rriore: tracing, for example, the birth of 
Plutus to tho meeting of Dcmcter with lasius in the 
wiieai-'iohls of Crete : of Achilles, to the imion of Peleus 
' T I, of Latinus, Telegonus, jmd another, to the 
dalliance of "Ulysses with tho divine Circe. 

“ Lo ! these were they who, yielding to embr.'ice 
.« 1 

— E. 1324-1236. 

Thus virtually ends the ‘Theogony’ in its extant 
form, but our sketch of it would not be complete were 
we to ignore the story of Pandora and Promethens, 
which has been passed over at its proj)er jjlace in the 
genealogy, with a view to a clearer unfolding of the 
sequence of the poem. In the ‘Works’ this legend 
is an episode; in the ‘ Thi;i'goT;y ’ it is a piece of gen- 
c;v!:>gy, d of Cue o.'ispri'ig of lapetus, the brother 

of Cronus, and Clymenc. j\ - . was 

doomed by Zeus to bear up the vault of heaven as an 
eternal penalty ; Meuoetius, another, was for his inso- 
lence thrust down to Erebus by tbe lightning-fiasli. 
Of Epimetheus, who in the ‘ Works ’ accepts tho gift 
of Pandora, it is simply said in the ‘Theogony’ that 
he did so, and T.-roiigld. o’.-i] upon man hy his act. 
hTothing is said of heedlessness of his' brother’s cau- 
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tion ; notliing of Iho casket of evils, from -which in the 
‘Works,’ Pandora, hy lifting the lid, lets mischief 
and disease loose upon the world. The key to the 
difference between the two accounts is to be found 
in the fact that in the ‘ Works ’ Hesiod narrates the 
consequences of the sin of Prometheus ; in the ‘ The- 
ogony,’ the story of the sin itself. In the order of 
events that story would run thus : Prometheus enrages 
Zeus by scoffing at sacrifices, and by tricldng the sage 
ruler of Olympus into a -wrong choice touching the 
most savoury part of the ox. In his office of arbitrator, 
he divides two portions, the flesh and entrails covered 
with the belly on one hand, the bones under a cover 
of white fat on the other. Zeus chooses after the 
outward appearance, but, as Hesiod seems to imply, 
choosos wittingly, lor the sake of ha-^ing a g::. 
Thenceforth in sacrifice it ,;'y to offer the 

whitening bones at his altars. But the god neither 
f : ■' :■ the cheat — 

.I. iV-;;. 

The .strength <,C nne.viujustc.l fire donied 
To all the dwellers upon earth. But him 

i ■■ ■ I; :■ ■, --pi 1 ;; ■; ! ■ ;''rwreed 

He stole of inexliaustible flame. But then 
Resentment stung the 'I'inindorer’s iiuno.-r soul, 

' ' I,-. .''.r: r when he saw 

T'; : r, !-.!■ ■ . 

Straight for the flame bestowed devised he ill 
To man.” 

—E. 749-759. 

O’.rrviii.rd Iwice, he rousod himself to take vengeance 
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Tipou Prometheus as weE as Ms clients. On the latter 
he inflicted the evil of winsome womanldnd, repre- 
sented by Pandora, and placed them in the dilemma 
of either not marrying, and dying heirless, or of find- 
ing in marriage the lottery wMch it is still aecoimted. 
As to Prometheus and his punishment, Hesiod’s ac- 
count is as follows t — 

Prometheus, versed 

In various wiles, he bound noth fettering chains 
Indissoluble, chains of galling weight, 

Midway a column. Down he sent from high 
The broad- winged eagle : she his liver gorged 
Immortal. For it sprang with fife, and grew 
In the night season, and the waste repaired 
Of what by day the bhd oC spieadlug ^\^TU 
Devoured.” 

— E. 696-704. 

This durance was eventually terminated hy Hercules 
slaying the vulture or eagle, and reconciling Zeus and 
the Titan. Hesiod’s moral will sum up the tale : — 

The god, nor yet elude the omniscient miud ; 

For not Prometheus, void of blame to man, 

Could ’.icape the biudcu of oppressive wrath ; 

And vain his various wisdom ; vain to free 

' — K 616-821. 

The foregoing shetch wiU, it is hoped, have enabled 
‘ l ;■ :.l ! ■ . ■■ i- I S-. :..;!. - I ■ i a 

mere prosy i! 1 '•■■■■ :: ■ 

generation o.‘ l~ ■ r,:: ■ 
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„ ", " ■■ : Such, as it was, it appears 

to have found extensive circulation and acceptance in 
Greece, and to have formed the chief source of infor- 

This is not the kind of work to admit of a comparison 
of the so-called Orphic Theogony, which, in point of 
fact, belongs to a much later date, with that of Hesiod. 
Enough to state that the former, to use Mr Grote’s ex- 
pression, “ contains the Hesiodic ideas and persons, 
enlarged and mystically disguised.” Eut those who 
have the time and materials for carrying out the com- 
parison for themselves, will be led to discover in the 
development of religious belief, in the bias towards a 
sort of v.uiiy of Gudhoad, aiul in the investment of the 
powers of nature with the attributes of deity, which 
characterise the Orphic worship and theogonies, in- 
direct corroboration of the opinion which assigns a 
very early date to the simple, unmystical, and, so to 
speak, unspirituaJ view of the divine foretime, handed 
down to us in Hesiod’s theogonic system. 



CHAPTEE V. 


THE SHIELD OP HEECULES. 

It was remarked at the outset that one class of Hesi- 
odic poeij'.s consisted of epics in petto on some snhject 
of heroic mjrthology. The ‘ Shield of Hercules * sur- 
vives as a sample, if indeed it is to he received as 
Hesiod’s work. Its theme is a single adventure of 
Hercules, his comljat with Cycnus and his father, the 
I ■ 'I i’-.’,'- Temple atPagasee. Shorn of a 
prefico of I'ifry-six: v(frai.-3 horjo-wod fivim the ‘ Catalogue 
of Women,’ and having for their burden the artifice 
of Zeus with Alcmena, which resulted in the birth of 
Hercules, a preface manifestly in the wrong place, the 

for the description of the hero’s buckler, to which the 
rest of the poem is anciUaiy. Among the ancients the 
balance of opinion leaned to the belief that it was 
written by the author of the ‘ Theogony j ’ but though 
there i;! ^ i.*. -ir.l ** i ‘1. , h ;] . 

tionca-; li i; M rc, l.v • iliri -y • ' ■ : 

be mah,'.,.';: ! :v. .1:.^ ■ L...' il. ; :'.h :> ’ i- * ■ i ■ i 
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of tlio iuv; fl’-iilicr-ili.-r- as the ‘Works ’ or the 
‘ Theogony.’ The sounder criticism of Miiller deems 
it worthy to be set side hy side with Homer’s account 
of the Shield of Achilles in the 13th hook of the 
Iliad, and characterises it as executed in the genuine 
spirit of the Hesiodian schooL Were it desirable, it 
might he shown from the writings of '■ 

that the oT)jocts ri:]>j‘csc:rilod on Hesiod’s shield were in 
fact the first subjects of the Greek artificers in bronze, 
and that there are proofs in the accoutrement of Her- 
cules, not with club and lion’s skin, but like other 
heroes, of a date for this poem not posterior to the 
40th Olympiad. 

It has, no doubt, been the ill-fortune of this poem 
to have attracted more than its fair share of botchers 
and interpolators, and the discrimination of the true 
g ' ' r : ' ■■ ■ ■ •• .•• • 1 '• belongs rather 

to a critical edition of the Hesiodic remains ; but in 
the glance which we propose to bestow upon the work 
as it has come down to us, it will be shorni that, after 
considerable allowance fbr interpolated passages, a 
residuum of fine heroic poetry will survive the pro- 
cess. 

The poem proper, it has been said, begins at v. 57. 
Hercules, on reaching manhood, had undertaken an 
(.xpi.-liiiou against a noted robber, Cycnus, the son of 
Ares and Pelopia. This Cycnus used to infest the 
mountain-passes between Thessaly and Boeotia, and 
sacrilegiously waylay the processions to Delphi. It 
seems he would have been willing to buy off Apollo’s 
* Hist. Gr. Lit., i. 182. 
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wratli by bmlding I.*' ■ :\\ T'.jj;-;-. r.:; fib. 

of captured beasts ; but the god loved bis sbriue too 
well to compound matters so easily, and instead of 
doing so, appears to have commissioned Hercules to 
exact reparation fi?om tbe robber. The poem opens 
with the approach of the hero, with his charioLoor and 
kinsman, lolaus, to the robber’s haunt : — 

“ There in the grove of the far-darting god 
He foiand him, and, insatiable of war, 

Ares, his sire, beside. Both bright in arms, 

7/ ■ :'i « ■■ ^ :: .■ / stood 

Trampled the ground with renaing hooia ; around 
\ \ f b . 7 ir dust, 

Up-dashed beneath the - •. ■.« ”• , 1 j:." ^ 

(■■■ ■ ! ‘ : i. ( i‘”. . The well-framed cars 

Battled aloud ; loud clashed the wheels, while VTapt 
In LiKiii' fr.ll !fpcv:d tho hoisi.s ficw. Bejoiced 
The noble Oycnus ; for the hope was his 
Jove’s warlike offspring and his charioteer 
To slay, av.d sirip tli.rju o:‘ •.ii-dr gorgeoiLS mail. 

But to Ms vaunts the prophet god of day 
Turned a deaf ear : for he himself set on 
The assault of Heracles.” 

— E. 81-97. 

Hone but Hercules, we are told, could bave faced 
the unearthly light with which the sheen of the war- 
r , V.’ : ". vi('i.r the glare of his -fire-flashing eyes lit 
up 1 1 its environs. He, how- 

eve;, ; : I'l"*’ '■* Probably, if we had the 

i a- -.s;-:.; , the hero would not be repre- 

sented as in tbe text, emploj'ing this critical moment 
in irrelevant speeches to his charioteer to the effect 
A. 0.>voL XV. Q- 
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that the lahoTirs (in which, by the way, his soul de- 
lighted) were all occasioned by the folly of that chari- 
oteer’s father, Iphiclus. It was an odd time to twit 
his comrade and his brother’s son with that brother’s 
errors, when a light with Ares, the god of war, was 
imminent. lolaus’s answer is more to the point. He 
bids his chief rely on Zeus and Poseidon for victory in 
the encounter, and urges him to don his armour in 
readiness for a fray in which the race of Alcaeus, to 
which Hercules ^putatively belongs, shall get the vic- 
tory 

“ He said, and Heracles smiled stem his joy, ' 

Elate of thought : f v : i . 1 ■ 

Most welcome. T- :: '.•! ■ i m : ■ '.i- : 

‘Jove-fostered hero, it is e’en at hand, 

T- ■■ i •• ' v.!-.*.-.!'.:-. ;• ; thou, as erst, 

Aid in the doubtful conflict, as thou may’st’ ” 

— E, 157-165. 

It would appear that the horse here mentioned owes 
its prominence to being of divine strain, and the off- 
spring of the sea-god. The other member of the pair 
is not named, because of the transcendent breed of its 
yoke-fellow, who is, in the twenty-third book of the 
Iliad, said to belong to Adrastus. 

But now the hero begins his war-toilet, donning his 
greaves of mountain-brass, the corselet which is AtheT 
na’s gift, and the sword fi:om the same donor, which 
I’lC ilings iilii’.varv his shoulders. Of the arrows in his 
quiver the poet says — 
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“ Shuddering horrors these 
Inflicted, and the agony of death 
Sudden, that chokes the suffocative voice : 

With human tears ; hurnidi/d ihe ici.gih'ning '!!!., lis, 
And they were feathered from i’ic tnv.T^y jiliLiiir: 

Of eagles,” 

— E. 177-1S3. 

The heroic spear and helm complete his equipment, 
save and except the shield, to which it has been above 
noted that all the rest is intivHluctory. This would 
seem to have been a circular disc, with a dragon for 
centre, and the parts between it and the outer rim 
divided hy layers of cyanus or blue steel into four 
compartments of enamel, ivory, electrum, and gold. 
According to Muller,* a battle of wild hoars and lions 
forms a narrow band round the middle. The first con- 
siderable band which surrounds the centre-piece in the 
< ■■ . . (> ‘which twocontain 

warlike, and two peaceable subjects, so that the entire 
shield contains, as it were, a sanguinary and a tranquil 
side. The rim of the shield is surrounded hy the 
ocean. An idea of the poem is best gailii: T'!.:d from 
some of the details of the several parts. Perched in 
the centre on the dragon’s head — 

“ Stern Strife in air 

Haggard ; whose aspect from all mortals reft 
All mind ami soul ; whoe’er in brunt of arms 
Slio.ild mi-lcb :;u-!v <r&ii,:!’i 5 free tl;;: ^on of /Hous, 
Below i];j= oar:’- ! ='i;!r spu-us ic iho ahy?:i 

* Hist. Gr. Lit., i. 132. 
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Descend ; ; / ■" ’ tlie flesh that wastes away 

Beneath the .. ,, ‘u'.O!:’ wliircrr.v.i.c bones 

Start forth and moulder in the sable dust.” 

— E. 200 - 208 . 

Around this central image are grouped the appro- 
priate forms of “Eont,” ‘-Eallying/’ “Terror,” “Tu- 
?:i ’■ r Vi’ ! .” and “ Discord ; ” hut in close proxi- 

mity to the dragon’s head came twelve serpent-heads, 
d- .1 -.1’ ■: r endowed, 

it should seem, with properties not inherent in the 
metal of the shield. The translation is as follows : — 
“ Oft as he 

Moved to the battle,^ - ^ 

A sound was heard. • .' p ’.y ! 

The buckler’s field with living blazonry 
Eesplendent ; and those fearful snakes were streaked 
O’er their cerulean backs wiiii .'irvsJi' o: j. :', 

And their jaws blackened with a jetty dye.” 

— E. 224-230. 

But the original seems to imply that the rows of teeth, 
with which each serpent ■> •. ■ .T ‘ • 1. ; ! i.,!’;. 1 

and clashed while llorcuks ua.s iigh'.ii'.g. This, as Mr 
Paley suggests, may have heen a mechanical device 
like that in the I'bcbau Shields mentioned in the 
‘ Phcenissse ’ of Euripides, v. 11-26 ; or a hit of the mar- 
vellous — a “ Munchausenism,” such as ancient poets 
affect in the wonder of some work of the 

gods. Whichever it was, a like demand on our 
credulity is made in two other passages j one, where in 
another compartment Perseus is represented as seeming 
to hover over the shield’s surface, like a Tria.n flying 
low in air, and to flit like a thought : — 



THE SHIELD OF HERCULES. 


101 


T ■ r': ■. . of fair-haired Banae bom, 

Perseiis, nor yet the buckler with his feet 
Touched, nor yet distant hovered : strange to think ; 
For nowhere on tlic surface of the shield 
He rested : so the crippled artist god, 

Illustrious, framed Mm ■■ 


The other is where the noise of the Gorgons’ feet, as 
they tread, is represented as realised in connection 
with the; sciilplurod shield : — 

“ Close ihe Gorgons twain 


To seize him : from the pallid adamant 
I, ' , 'v :i ■ ■ I the clattering shield 

Clanked v.' h 


— E. 314-319, 


illext to the serpent-heads on the shield was wrought 
a light het'wixt boars and lions — an occasion to tlie poet 
of spirited description : — 


“ Wild from the forest, herds of hoars were there, 
And lions, mutnal glaring : these in wrath 
Leaped on each other ; and by troops they drove 
Their onset ; nor yet these nor those recoiled, 
■NTot (jaak: d in fear : of V-oi’i ih.:. hacks uprose, 
Ih'istliug wilTi ang-.;r: for a lion huge 
Lay stretched amidst them, and two hoars beside, 
Lifeless : the sable blood down-dropping oozed 
Into the ground. So these with howfed hacks 


For this the more incensed, both savage hoars 
And tavTiy lions, chafing sprang to war.” 

— E. 231-242, 
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Hext came the bai;lc- oi’the Lai.-'il:? fiv.il Centaurs, 
-■ -{ corresponding in the main with 

those in the first book of the Iliad. Both bands are 
wrought in silver, their arms and missiles in gold. 
The Centaurs, it is noteworthy, have not yet assumed 
the double form of man and beast, of which the first 
mention occurs in Pindar (Pyth. ii. 80), but are hero 
the rude monsters we find under the same name in the 
Iliad — I ■.which is of some importance 

in fixing the < ..i early date of the shield. 

On the same compartment is "wrought, the poet tells 
us, Ares iv. ■ wax-chariot, attended by Pear and 
Consternation; whilst Pallas, taking the spoil, spear 
in hand, with helmed brow and her £egis athwart her 
shoulders, is depicted as she .-eus the Iifittlc iji array, 
and rushes forth to mingle in the war din. 

After a description foUo'wing next of the material 
wealth of Olympus, wliich has been suspected of 
spuriousness, as savouring of post-Homeric style and 
ideas, occurs a curious presentment of a harbour and 
surging sea, wrought of tin, in which silvor dolphins are 
Ibo lesser fish, and amusing themselves with 
gorging these, and spouting up water, whale fashion. 
The little fish are wrought in brass. A later addition 
to the picture is obviously iiilr;r[)ohircd hom Theo- 
critus (i. 3!0), i-.i'.meiy, the fisherman on a crag — 

■■■' in his gre-p who held a net, 

Like one that poising rises to the throw.” 

What is needed to complete the picture in the 
Alexandrian poet is, however, de trap here. 
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Thu iTi'30vipr.:oTi of Perseus, and Ms encounter Tntli 
tlie Gorgons, has i , : though our 

citations did not include the Gorgon’s head covering all 
his back, his silver knapsack "witli gold tassels, or his 
invisible cap, the helmet of Hades,” -which occurs in 
■:1 ■ ‘ „■ passed into a proverb. 

Above this group were wrought two cities, one at war, 
ilie ill jjosicc. Th'.i do‘:.a;Is of tlie lbiT.;r;i‘ are hfe- 
lilce ; able-bodied men engaged in fight, women beat- 
ing their breasts upon the walls, the elders at the 
gates asking help of the blessed gods; whilst the 
luj;,c'S v,-lih interest survey and fan the work of siege 
and .'^l!!:!ghL‘.l' with n prospect to a coming banquet of 
blood : — 

“ Hard by there stood 
Clotho, and Lachesis, and Atropos 
Somewhat in years inferior : nor was she 
.\ " ’ 1 • ■ : • s' ■ < i ■ 7ates 

— E. 346-350. 

Had the translator read size for years, Hesiod’s ac- 
count would have tallied with, the evidence oC vases and 
terra-cottas, -whi-.-li ri-.-.-rosout Clotho as the tallest, and 
Atropos the most decrepit of the weird sisters. Ap- 
propriately near this group is seen — 

“ wa-: arid worn with -woe, 

j'i.i . ; ■■ ■ ! ‘ i ■ 

C. . ■ i : i. i ' .. 

All wide, disclosed in grinning agony 
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She stood : a cloud of dust her shoulders spread, 

And her eyes ran with tears.” 

— E, 355-362. 

The italicised words in the above description recall 
a curious image of starvation, pressing a tumid foot 
with hand from hunger lean,” in the ‘Works and 
Days ’ (v. 692), and to some extent point to a kindred 
authorship of the two poems. 

Prom this ghastly picture the poet soon carries his 
readers to a contrast on the same hand of the shield — 
a city at peace, which has been supposed to be meant 
for Thebes. We recognisi^ {ho ioAr(;TS and the seven 
gates, and become spectators of bridal processions to 
the sound of the flute, as opposed as possible to the 
revels of the war-god in that city in its day of trouble — 
revels which Euripides described as “ most unmusical.” 
Here is some accoimt of what is passing : — 

“ Some on the smooth-wheeled car 
A virgin hride conducted : then burst forth 
Alcud ilie marriag;: sorg, rod f,ir and wide 
Loud splendours flashed from many a qiiwering torch, 
Borne in the hands of slaves. Gay blooming girls 
Preceded ; and the dancers followed blithe. 

These wuh shriil ii'Menring the sof: lip 
Breathed melody, while broken echoes thrilled 
Around them : to the lyre with flying touch, 

Tlio.sft lerl the love-enkindling dance. A group 
• to the flute 

some in dar-ce? a’ld in foiig, 

In laughter others. To the minstrel’s jupe 
So passed they on, and the whole city seemed 
As filled with pomps, with dances, and with feasts.” 

— -E. 366-380. 
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A comparison of this passage ■with its parallel in 
Homer’s shield of Achilles (H. xviii.), encourages the 
theory that both ^ ’ ■ "! ' r “ :i ■. ■ i-h i'. i'. ■ > 

representation is more full and prolix in Hesiod. We 
quote the Homeric description from an unpubhshed 
translation ; * — 

Two < (if miiuTiu-i he wrought. In one 
Marriage was made and revelry -went on. 


Here ‘ v 1 ■ ; . ' *1. : 

Forth i'' •! ■■■ ■ ! i' ■ ' 


The nuptial chant ; and dan-jeri spring, 

Cheered by the s-weet-breathed pipe and harper’s string, 
And "women at their doors stand wondering,” 

A distinct subject, having nothing to do with the 
nuptial procession, though perhaps an accessory illus- 
tration of a city at peace, is formed in the operations 
of husbandry •, ploughers tucked up and close girt are 
making the furrow, as on the Homeric shield, yield 
before the coulter. The equipment of these plough- 
men carries us back again to the * Works,’ where the 
husbandman is advised "to sow stripped, plough 
stripped, and reap stripped,” if he would ( i.,;;)/ the gift 
of Ceres* and where "stripping” means probably 
gcjTiing rid of the cloak, and v.-i-aring only the close 
tunic : — 

" Hext arose 

held thick .=ot with depth of erm : v.'hcre .’owo 
W’ih sherj-ened TiiiTjed Ihe cluh-’ilci: Hud-Tr:, 

Sictu! houiid ;he:n-i:ii() ba-ids, iu:d .ruev.'v...! t’se Jlon- 
For thrashing.” — E. 


By Mr Rich.'ira Garaett 
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And in close proxiirjiiy A'/es the delineation of a vin- 
tage; some gathering the fruit, vine-sickle in hand, and 
others carrying it away in baskets. By a marvellous 
skdl in metals, a row of vines had been wrought in 
gold, waving with leaves and trellises of silver, and 
bending with grapes represented in some dark metal. 
Treading the winepress, and expressing the juice, com- 
pleted the picture, which is less perfect than Homer’s 
parallel passage. 

But there was room found, it would seem, on this 
part of the shield, •• of vari- 
ous kinds, the chariot-race being the most elaborate 
description of ibe : — 


Eebounding from ilso gromid with many a shock 
! ' , i' ■••• . • . and creaked aloud 

The naves of the round wheels. They therefore toiled 
Endless : nor conquest yet at any time 
Achieved they, but a doubtful strife maintained.” 

— E. 413-420. 

Around the shield’s verge was roi^resentod the cir- 
cumambient ocean, girding, as it did in Iloraor’s view, 
I the fiat and circular earth with its boundless flood : — 

f As in full swell of waters : and the shield 

!' All variegated with whole circle botmd. 

Swans of high-hovering wing there clamoured shrill, 
Who also skimmed the l-Ti:i=:c-d wi;:!'. plume 
Innumerous : near them fishes ’midst the wmves 
Frolicked in wanton leaps,” — 


E. 424-429. 
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so like tke life, tke poet adds, as to exact the admira- 
tion of even Zens, tlie artificer’s sire and patron. 

So much, for the shield : what remains concerns the 
comhat het-wdxt Hercules, and Cycnus with the war- 
god to help him. The odds are partially balanced hy 
the aid of the hlue-eyed Pallas to the hero, who hy 
her counsel forbears to dream of ‘“'spoiling the steeds 
mid glorious arinonr c,-'* ” a thing which he finds 
is against the decrees of fate, Hor does the goddcs.3 
stop at advice, but vouchsafes her invisible presence 
in the hero’s car. As the combatants come to close 
quarters Hercules resorts to mock civihties, and with 
taunting allusions asks &ee passage to the court of 
Ceyx, king of lolchos, the father-in-law of Cycnus. 
As a matter of course the ■ Her- 
cules and Cyc’.iu? leap . g; \\ I, 1 i ■ ■ ■■'' r ■ 

eers drive a little aside to give free scope mr the 
of war : — 

“As rocks 

From some liigli mountain-top precipitate 
Leap with a bound, and o’er each other ^v}nrk‘d 
:'!i, _■ " : and many an oak 

0 ■ . lar, deep 
('rvi "I . as their course 

Eapidly rolls, till now they reach the plain ; 

So nail f eiKioiiiUerhig, aul so bu].;i 

Their mighty clamour. Echoing loud throughout 
The chy oC tiio T-i'. 

Tiik;ir voic r-. ; . ■ - . .i - 

Aud A:ue, and Aiii'i.rfs WiiT.-;. 

-\nd I-K;lic(!. Tims witli i.:na;::.ii_' 

They i;j b:ur]-; : 

Then grea-Jy I'lnuilLrc-i ; 1:0m ±f c:oud.s 01 i.i:.ivi:u 
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He cast fortli ' ■■■■ •. ■' ’ -■'-■■■ 

Of onset gave ‘-i ’ 1 ;i.” 

— E. 506-522. 

The simile of the dislodged rocks reminds ns of 
Hector’s onslaught in the thirteenth hook of the 
Iliad ; hut the poetical figure of the cities re-echoing 

the din and ^ i. ‘ i the portent of 

the hloody rain-drops, are due to Hesiod’s own ima- 
gination. Close following upon these comes a tissue 
of similes, so prodigally strewn that they strike the 
critical as later interpolations. The issue of the fight 
is conceived in a more genuine strain : — 

“ Truly then 

Cycnus, t* ■ ■ ' f 7 i 

...Vuiilag to '.ay, agr.hi.n- tiie buckler struck 
His brazen lance, ; 1 > ' • 

Broke not. The }•:■ i j, ■ . :'Vv !. 

On the other side, he of Amphitryon named, 

Strong Heracles, betv ^ h-: . '.I ’ .' 

Brave his long spear, and, underneath the chin 
Through the hare neck smote violent and swift. 

The murderous ashen beam at once the nerves 
of I’ue neci; oleft : for all the man 
Broupv^d, and his forc(i went from him ; down he fell 

Or perpendicular rock, riven with the flash 

au leu he.'' 

— E. 558-573. 

Hercules, so far victorious, awaits the onset of the 
bereaved war-god with a devout lUjcdiulnes? of his 
assessor’s injunctions. She from her seat at his side 
interposes to apprise Ares that any attempt at revenge 
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or reprisals mnst involve a conflict -with herself. But 
the god, sore at his hereavement, heeds not her word, 
and with violent effort hurls his hrazen spear at the 
huge shield of his antagonist. In vain ; for Pallas 
diverts the javelin’s force. Ares rushes upon Hercu- 
les, and he, having waidu.d Ids opp niuiil-.y, — 

“ Beneath the well-wrotlght shield the thigh exposed 
■ ■' V ■ -V ":. • •. ii ]. with his lance, 
Prostrate.” 

— E, 624-628. 

a curious denouement, wherein an immortal is in bit- 
ter need of a Deus ex machina. The author of the 
‘ Shield,’ however, has provided for the 
Pear and Consternation had sat as helpers in the 
chariot of Cycnus, as Pallas, in that of Hercules. 
They hurry the vanquished god into his car, and, 
lashing the steeds, transport him without more ado .to 
Olympus. Here the poem should have ended; but a 

novelist, that the minor dramatis personm must be 
accounted for. And so we have a few lines about the 
victor spoiling Cycnus, whose obsequies were after- 
WiU-d-? duly porronr.tid by his r-jsp,.cir,il)b; ■iiuli.i:-'!.:i-lriw 
Ceyx at lolchos. But the tomb erected over the 
I'rigi’od auvl rane-robh.u* Wi-s not suffered to remain in 
honour. In requital for ? ; - 
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Commanded : for that Cycnus ambnshed spoiled 
By violence the Delphic hecatombs.” 

, — E, 681-654. 

Thus ends onr sole sample extant of the short epics 
which antiquity attributes to Hesiod. With all its 
ii-pfiiL'.'i'ns and intorptolations, there is in it a residuum 
of genuine poetry which is ]■.“ :--ly from the 

spoils of time. Even as a “fugitive ballad,” which 
Mure has designated it, it is too good to be lost j and 
though we may not venture to attribute it confidently 
to Hesiod, the ‘Shield’ has its place in classical 
literature, if we can even accept it as “Hesiodian.” 


CHAPTEE YI. 


IMITATOBS OP HESIOD. 

Although it -would be impossible to point to any 
direct imitation of Hesiod in poetry subsequent to 
Virgil’s, and tbougb eyen bis is only imitation witbin 
certain conditions, it seems incumbent on us to notice 
briefly the influence, for tbe most part indirect and 
unconscious, wbicb bis poetry, especially bis didactic 
poetry, bas bad upon later poets. Tliose shorter epic 
scraps, of -wbicb tbe ‘ Shield of Hercules ’ is a sample, 
bave tbeir modern presentment, if anywhere, in idyls 
and professed fr:-:gmont.s j but tbe differences here 
bet-wixt tbe old and tbe new are so considerable as to 
make it rmsafe to press tbe likeness. Eor tbe ‘ Tbeo- 
gony ’ we bave one or two modern parallels, tbougb it, 
too, bas served rather for a mine into wbicb Christian 
apologist-s n.'igbt dig for relics of heathen mythology, 
than as a type to be reproduced at the risk of that 
endlessness wbicb is associated with genealogies. But 
as regards Hesiod’s * Works and Hays,’ there can be 
no question that its form, and its union of practical 
teaching -with charm of versification, possessed an 
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attraction for subsequent generations of poets, and, 
having been more or less borrowed from and remod- 
elled, according to the demands of their subjects, by 
the poetical grammarians of Alexandria, was handed 
over as an example to the Alexandrianising poets 
of Eome. “The* ‘ Phsenomena' .of Aratus,” -writes 
Professor Conmgton, in his introduction to the 
‘ Georgies ’ “ found at least two distinguished trans- 
lators : Lucretius and Manilius gave the form and 
colour of poetry to the truths of science ; Virgil and 
Horace to the rules of art ; and the rear is brought up 
by such poets as Gratius, Hemesianus, and Serenus 
Sammonicus.” But the ‘ Phsenomena ' of Aratus, and 
its Eoman parallel, the ‘ Astronomica ’ of Manilius, 
though conversant wiih a portion of the same topics 
as Hesiod’s poem, essay a loftier flight of 

admonitory poetry ; and in them the advance of time 
has substituted for the simplicity and directness of 
Hesiod, rhetorical turns and artifices, and the efforts of 
picturesque description. It is the same with Ovid’s 
contemporary, Gratius Eiliscus, if we may judge of 
him by his fragmentary ‘ Cynegetica.’ In carrying 
out his design of a didactic poem on the chase and its 
surroundings, he barters simplicity for a forced eleva- 
tion of moral tone, and spoils the effect of his real 
iii.'igjii i;ho his subject by a fondness for sententious 
maxims “ in season and out of season.” ISTemesianus, 
who wrote two centuries or more afler Gratius, seems 
to have so completely made Virgil his model that the 
influence of Hesiod is imperceptible in his poetry, 
which is 1:,. .■ and instinct with exag- 
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gerated imitation of the Augustan poets. On the 
whole, it is only between Hesiod and Virgil that solid 
ground for comparison exists j and such as institute 
this cojiipai'ison will he constrained to admit Mr 
Conington’s conclusion, that the ‘'Works and Days’ 
as distinctly stimulated VirgU’s general conception 
of the Georgies, as the Idyls of Theocritus that of 
his Bucolics, or the Hiad and Odyssey that of his 
jEneid. Uncertainty as to the extent of the fi:ag- 
montariness of the model tmdoiihtedly “ ;■ 

Terdict upon the closeness of the copy. Propertius 
may have had other and lost works of Hesiod in his 
mind’s eye when he addressed his great contemporary 
as repeating in song the Asersean sage’s precepts on 
vine-culture as well as corn-crops (iii. 26, v. 77), Yet 
enough of direct imitation survives in the large portion 
of the first hook of the Georgies (wherein Virgil 
treads common ground) to show that, with many 
points of contrast, there are also many correspondences 
between the old Boeotian bard and his smoother Roman 
admirer; and that'..!- • V!.-..d •'* ■■ copying 

is as unequivocal as it is instructive for a study of 
fi,nish and refinement. Each poet takes for his theme 
the same “glorificMtivui of labour” which Dean Meri- 
vale discerns as the chief aim of the Georgies, the 
di:.V;ri:Ji(.o cousisr-Ing in the homeliness of the manner 
of the Greek poet and the high polish of that of the 
Roman. Ev C. - - recognises the time of man’s 
innocency, when this labour was not yet the law 
of his being; and the treatment by each of the 
Tiiyth of a golden or Saturnian age is not an inappro- 
A. 0. vol, XV. n 
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priate ground on •wMcL. to trace tlieir likeness and 
unlikeness. As Hesiod’s passage -was not quoted in 
our second ckapter, its citation -will ke forgiven kere, 
the version selected being that of Mr T.lton : — 


r’ ■ ' : they lived of old, 

' ■;■■■.. ■ ._:ofgold. 

Like gods they lived, with calm untroubled mind, 
Free from the toils and anguish of our kind. 

Nor e’er ■I v :■ 1 F- ■ -f’ ; ■ 

The hanc,"', ■’ ‘ < ' ■ ■ • • 

Stranger.? to HI, their lives in feasts flowed by : 
Wealthy in flocks ; dear to the blest on high ; 
Dying they ■ ■ *•. ' l': : ■ die. 

v;'!'' t (clt fjoo J. ; li>M Koif, 

I"' ’ ‘ fruits, unhrihedhy toil. 

T> t • ' ?•. midst quiet lands 

. ' ■ ■ ■ •. ‘ ■ hands.” 


— E. 147-162. 


Vh’gil does not set himself to reproduce the myth of 
the metallic ages of mankind ; but having assuredly 
the original of the passage just quoted before him, 
has seen that certain features of it are available for 
introduction into his account of Jove’s ordinance of 
labour. He dismisses, we shall observe, the reahstic 
allusions to the .sickness, death, and decrepit old age, 
which in the golden days were “ conspicuous by their 
absence,” and of which Hesiod had made much. These 
apparently only suggest to him a couple of lines, in 
which mortal cares are made an incentive to work, 
instead of a destiny to be succumbed to j and the death 
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of the body is transferred to the sluggish lethargy of 
nature. To quote a very recent translator of the 
Georgies, Mr E. D. Blackmore : — 

“’Twas-'i':. h-r a plan, 

And care a whetstone for the wit of man j 
Nor suffered he his own domains to lie 
Asleep I.i. C'/mliOi'.'i ill-iiorhl Idhar-itj. 

Ere Jove, the acres owned no master swain, 

None durst enclose nor even mark the plain ; 

./ /land 

:r. hr ’v:; . 

—Georg, i. 121-128. 

In the same spirit Virgil, in the second book of the 
Georgies, idealises the serenity of a rural existence, 
when he says of him who lives it : — 

“ Whatever fruit the branches and the mead 
Spontaneous i-r:!!,... he g aheis fe.r his ut! :'!." 

—Georg, ii. 500. 

1l il.o idoa()L :;!i.Sfpr);’ivarioi;yv.'rboon n.rliuo which .i.e 
lias caught finm Hesiod, os worth transferring ; and the 
task is achieved with gr.ace, and wiih'.ui (■■.■icuudfiuu.cc. 
In the description of the process of making a plough, 
Virgil appears to copy Hesiod more closely than in the 
above passage j and if we may accept Dr Haubeny’s 
translation of the r-.-issage iv- i’“ ■ ■ .1 ■. ' ■ > • .< 

correspond with a nicety 'h -i i 
ing the interval between the two poets. The curved 
piece of w'ood (or l/wds) of Virgil ; the eight - foot 
pole (temo) joined by pins to the bur is (or hasse, 
as it is called in the south of France ) ; the bent 
handle (stim) and the wooden share {dentah ), — have 
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all their counterparts in the directions for maldug 
this implement given hy Hesiod ; — and the learned 
author of ‘ Lectures on Eoman Husbandry ’ considers 
that both the Boeotian and the Eoman plough may be 
ii.Ien;.ii!(!(l v. iih the little improved HemwZiJ plough, still 
in use in the south of France.’^ The storm-piece of 
the earlier poet, again, is obviously present to the 
mind of the graphic improver of it in the Augustan 
age ; though, in place of one point, the latter makes at 
least half-a-dozen, and works up out of his predecessor’s 
hints a masterpiece of elaborate description. It need 
sc.'.rcoly he remarked, for it must strike every reader of 
these poets, whether at first hand or second, that Yirgil 
constructs his “natural calendar” upon the very model 
of Hesiod’s. Ho catches the little hints of his model 
with reference to the bird-scarer who is to follow the 
!■' . i iif ''i.;;; > :»' / 1 k 

or sow; about timing ploughing and seed-time hy 
the setting of the Pleiads; and about divers other 
matters of the same rural importance. To quit the 
first hook of the Georgies, we see Hesiod’s inhuence 
Oi:'’:isioii:iny cxeriing itsc-lf in the third ; for, d pro;pos 
of the sharp-toothed dog which Hesiod prescribes in 
his ‘Works and Days’ (604, &c.), and would have 
the farmer feed well, as a protection ."i ■ i ih' i I- 
prowling thief, we find a parallel in Virgil : + — 

“Nor last, nor least, the doi-a must huvo llieir place I 
W'*’ : h i'. -t :: 

* Rom. Hush., 100-102. 


+ Georg, iii. 403-408. 
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Tlioiigli niglitly thieves and wolves would fain attack, 
At.’iI riiii'i.-e Ibi iiiiris never spare tiiyhack.” 

— Elackmore, 94, 05. 


And a lover of Hesiod’s simple muse would he struck 
again and again, in the perusal of the four Georgies, 
with expansions of some germ from the older poet, 
calculated to make ]\s: ; . ; ; <■ 

genius of both the original and the imitator. The 
landmarks and framework, as it were, of both, are the 
risings and settings of stars, the migrations of birds, 
and so forth; and though with Hesiod it was sim- 
plicitj’ and nature that prompted him to avail himself 
of these, it is no small compliment that Yirgil saw 
their aptitude for transference, and turned what was 
so spontaneous and unstudied to the purposes of art 
and culture. It is no fault, by the way, of VirgO, 
that he has not reproduced more fully and fail hCifily 
Hesiod’s cabilogue of ” Lucky and Unlucky Days,” at 
the end of his poem. The original is obscure and 
ambiguous. Virgil has caught all the transmutable 
matter in his passage of the first Georgia.* 

As has been already said, when we have done with 
Virgil 1;h(? resemblances of his successors and imitators 
to Hesiod are very faint and indistinct. To pass to 
our own poetry, it is natural to inquire, Have we 
aught of a kindred character and scope, that can claim 
to he accounte-: I". .:!;y ! !: -'kd’ : • '.'■''orks 

and Days’? L i ■■ i ; ■ ■ ' i ' ■■ ■ ;■ not 
a shadow of resemblance between him and Darwin 


V. 276-286. 
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or Bloomfield, though, we have somewhere seen their 
names, as poets, set in juxtaposition. He is their 
master as a poet ; he is their superior in simplicity. 
He i.s cs-seirii^illy ancient j they are wholly ajid entirely 
modern in Ihoiighi, f-.iv’.-!, and expression. The didac- 
tic style, no douht, has lent Hesiod’s form to many 
of iho ol” the Augustan period of English 

literature. “We have had,” says Mr Conington, in 
his introduction to the Georgies, “Essays on Satire, 
Essays on unnatural Flights in Poetry, Essays on 
translated Verse, Essays on Criticism, Essays on Man, 
Arts of preserving Health, Arts of Dancing, and even 
Arts of Cookery; the Chase, the Eleece, and the 
Sugar-cane.” But, with his usual clc:!ii'-.>i!.ht.;o''.t:.'.-j, 
the late Oxford Professor of Latin saw that all these 
have grasped simply the form, and let go the spirit, of 
their model- The real parallel is to he found between 
the Aserfean farmer -poet and the quaint shrewd 
“ British Varro ” of the sixteenth century — 

“Who mi.h- the points oil l;u.d;.-.i;.l!y” — 

Thomas Tusser, gentleman : a worthy whose “ five 
hundred points, as well for the champion or open 
country as for the woodland or several,” are quite 
V’crth the study of individual readers, not to say 
of agricultural colleges ; so much wisdom, wit, and 
sound sense do they bring together into verse, which 
is, in very many ch-nractpristics, truly Hesiodian. 

Endowed with an ear for music and a taste for 
farming, a compound of the singing-man (of St Paul’s 
and Horwich cathedrals) and of the Suflblk grazier, a 
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liberally- ■ I; ' " v \ '^T-; ■: .■ 

possessed several qualifications for tiie rank of our 
“ EngHsli Hesiod.” But unlilce, so far as -we know, the 
father of i't'. ;-i, poetry, neither his fanning nor 
his poetry I ‘‘i: ■ : ■, or profit; and his own 


generation regarded him as one who, with “the gift 
of sTii-!i;:'(:n:r:g others by his advice of wit,” combined 
an to thrive in his own person. He was 

born in 1523, and died in 1580. His •'Five Hundred 
Points of Crood Husbandry’ was 2 )rinted in 1557 ; and 
no one will gainsay, after perusal of them, the opinion 
that, in the words of Dr Thomas "Warton,* “this old 
English Georgia has much more of the simplicity of 
Hesiod than of the (d^g.iv.ce of Virgil,” Homely, 
quaint, and Ml of observation, his matter is curiously 
akin to that of the old Boeotian, after a due allowance 
for the ■ I i ; while the manner and 

measures are Tusser’s own, and notable, not indeed as 
bonrhig any ro.sembla7ico to the He.siodic liexajuoters, 
but for a facility and variety consistent with the 
author’s musical attainments, which are demonstrated 
in his u.'vr — ind.;<.d ii. j.iay be his invention — of more 
than one popular English metre. 

.Vhbo'Ugli Tusser was indebted to Eton and King’s 
CoUego for his education, w:, b:-- "o t'; 

suppose that he had such . ■■■ ' n ■■■ ;!■, ■' ,! 

as could have suggested the shape and sco]:)e of his 
poem. It is better to attribute the coi.-iciueiic:'; of 
form to the practical turn and homely bcni: of the 
muse of each. That there is such coincidence will 
* History of English Poetiy, iii. 298-310. 
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Le patent to the most cursory reader : the arrangement 
hy months and hy seasons, the counsels as to thrift 
and good economy, the eye to a well-ordered house, 
ever and anon provoke comparison, in- 

deed, hy a slip of the pen, denies the English Hesiod 
the 'i ' ■ "I:'.'' v.l indulges in digressions and mvo- 
eations, and avers that “ Ceres and Pan are not once 
named” hy Tusser. But in an introduction to his 
hook may he found at once a refutation of this not 
very serious charge, and, what is perhaps more to 
the point, a profession of the author’s purpose in the 
volume, which has entitled him to a place of honour 
among early English poets. He .. 

" T ; •' !■ ! • '■ 1.. • . ■ point, 

T- ■ ■ V „ • !*•... t’ anoint, 

Is all in all, and needful true : 

As for the rest, 

Thus think I best, ‘ 

As friend doth guest. 

With hand in hand to lead thee forth 
To Ceres’ camp, there to behold 
A Tliiugs as richly worili 

As any peail is worthy gold.” 

— Mayor’s Tusser, xiii. 

In the hody of the work, expressions, sentiments, and 
sage counsels again and again remind us of Hesiod’s 
lectures to Perses. The lesson that “’tis ill sparing 
the liquor at the bottom of the cask ” reappears in such 
stanzas as — 


■ Son, think not thy money purse-bottom to hiun. 
But keep it for profit to serve thine own turn : 
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A fool and Ms money be soon at debate, 

afuri-, with sorrow, repents him too late.” 

—-xxiii. 11. 

"■ ■■rpareth too late, 'and a number with him — 

Tiii: i'lX.l av 'oottom, the wise at the brim : 

Who careth nor spareth till spent he hath all, 

: 1 1 i: . , : 1 bo ctrei^il lie shal].” 

— xxviii, 34. 

At the same time he ■ commends, quite in Hesiod’s 
style, a prudent avoidance of the law-courts : — 

“ Leave ; ’ .d’’. ’v h'-'i’-t'i on, 

And tend to such doings as stands thee upon. 

— ^xxix. 39. 

Quite in Hesiod’s groove, too, is Tusser’s opinion about 
'■(■i: a.'l lending; and his adagial way of dis- 

< , T.', th-- of relations and connections to a 

share in our farm protit.'? .savours curiously of the coun- 
sel of the ‘ Works and Days : ’ — 

“ Be pinchM by 1 • I/". 

Nor also by spending, by such as come in : 

Nor put to thine hand betwixt bark and the tree, 

I : i i : M"i < v- .■ ”/ so pinchfed thou be. 

As lending to neighbour in time of his need 
Wins love of thy 3' .1 '■ . ■■ ■ i ' n : 

So never to crave, but to live of thine owm, 

— xxvii. 30, 31. 

We have seen, too, how Hesiod makes a point of pre- 
scribing vciiy strictly the staff which a farmer may 
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keep 'without detriment to his purse and garner, of 
cautioning against too many helps, and so forth. 
Tusser is a little in advance of the Boeotian farmer- 
poet as to the fuR complement of hinds and dairy- 
maids j hut the spirit of the foR-.i'.'.-iii.c stanza is in 
e . , . 1. ’ h the tone of the elder hard : — 


And Janldn and Jennyldn cozen thee so, 

To make t’ ■ ..1. ' , 

— XXX. 45. 

It might he shown hy other quotations that Tusser, 
like Hesiod, attaches due importance to the perform- 
ance of religious ceremonies, and inculcates in fitting 

teous Bro-vudence ) that he upholds well-timed hospi- 
tality, and commends a principle of liherality towards 
man or heast, if they deserve it. Of course, too, even 
in his shrewd homeRness, he does not so entirely as 
Hesiod calculate his hospitalities and 'A-i'.h 

a sole eye to geiiing a ‘j ft"''! pro quo. But it is perhaps 
more to the purpose to cite a few additional stanzas of 
Tusser’s “Advice to Husbandmen,” according to the 
season or month, -with a stray verse or two which, 
mutatis .■ '■ . • ./serve to show that the spirit 

of Tusser was in effect the same which animated 
Hesiod so many centuries before him. This quatrain 
from “ December’s Husbandly ” is an obvious paraUcl, 
to begin with : — 

“ Yoke?, ;' ;rks .md (-ilier 1-! baililT ?py out, 

And gather the same, as he walketh about ; 
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And after, at leisure, let tliis be his hire, 

To heath them and trim them at home by the 

— 

Here again, in “ June’s Husbandry,” is good provision 
for hay-making and hauling : — 

“ Provide of ■' i ■ h 

Lest work and the workman unoccupied stand : 

Love seldom to borrow, that thinkest to save, 

Por he once Ivudclh h,iokc-l;i t:) ji.'v.,'. 

Let cart be well searched without and within, 

IV'eil cloiUsd iU’.d ;.ne..s’.'id, I begin: 

Thy hay being carried, though carter had sworn. 
Cart’s bottom well boarded is saving of corn.” 

— p. 163. 

And here sound practical counsel (sadly neglected too 
often) for insuring a safe corn-harvest ; — 

“ Make sucir of reapv;:.', gd luirvc-d in : 

The corn that is ripe doth but shed as it stand. 

Be thankful 1 • : TT* ' ' :■ • !. 

And willing 1' ..I 

— p. 182. 

One would have lilced to he ahle to think that so 
sound a counsellor had made a better trade of farming 
than he seems to have done. His ideas of being him- 
self cxqjtam of every muster of his hands (p, 169)], of 
encouraging them by extra wages at time of stress, and 
indeed all lus suggestive hints, ere- fre^h iind pertinent 
even at this latter dayj and if Thomas Tusser were 
ni.oro read, he would hot fail of being oftener quoted. 

■ 'i , ■ ■ ■ , f ■ i ... ■ :■ ' ,.i ;i ' .. ( . fire. 
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Hotv timely, for example, is this advice to the 
farmer, which in a Ch " . ;■ • ■ 
acceptance, no matter what may have been the 
demands upon him of the ill-advised amongst his 
labourers ! — 


“ OritC: (-r.i-lcd tVic liarveM', lot none be beguiled ; 

Please such as did help thee — ^man, woman, and child : 
Thus doing, r . lv..:y ' -y can. 

Thou winnest the praise of the labouring man/’ 


But, to complete our parallel with Hesiod, Tusser 
has his descriptions of the winds and planets ; is alive 
to the wisdom of the “ farm and fruit of old,” as well 
as of the improved courses of husbandry in his own 
day ; and if he now and then strikes out paths which 
have no parallel in Hesiod, even in such cases the 
homeliness and naivete of his counsel savours of the 
ancient poet in whose footsteps he so (:■ -.■'I . 

Though the domestic fowl does not figure in the 
‘Works and Days,’ and the domestic cat is equally 
unmentioned by the Boeotian didactic poet, the follow- 
ing mention of them both by Tusaer reminds us of !ii < 
practical economic views, and would not have been 
deemed by him beneath the dignity of the subject, 
had poultry and mousers asserted the importance in 
old days which they now demand : — 

“ To rear up much poultry and want the bam-door 
Is nought fdr the poulter, and worse for the poor ; 

So now to keep hog.', ii’-.d io .-farvi: them for meat, 

Is as to keep dogs for to bawl in the street. 
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As cat, a good mouser, is needful in house, 

Because for her commons she Tdlleth the mouse ; 

S:) curs, as a TUiUiy- do keep, 

;M,, ;■ ■■■ .. : h‘- dog to kill sheep.” 

~p. 48, 49. 

Br Thomas Warton, indeed, was disposed to regard 
Tusser as the mere rude beginner of what Mason per- 
fected in liis ‘ English Garden j ’ but it is a reasonable 
matter of taste ’-.h i.." . : ■■ :’i r/.. ' 11 ■■■;■ ('■ up 

to the former in aught save an elegance bordering on 
affectation ; and certainly there is notliing in Mason to 
suggest the faintest comparison with Hesiod’s didactic 
poem. Tusser’s work is probably its closest parallel 
: i , " ;1. ; i'.! vv-. uh . 

It remains to inquire whether JIo«u«u’.s 'Tin, 'ogony ’ 
i • « :*• > i.'G ■ • II. !‘ 1: . ■; ;1 - work 

on which we have been dwelling. But this question 
is easily answered in the negative. The attempts of 
the so-callod Orphic poets — ^the most considerable of 
whom were Cercops, a Pyi.hr.gorean, and 
a contemporary of the Pisistratids — to improve on the 
elder theogonies and cosmogonies, can hardly be men- 
tioned in this category, being more mystical than 
mythical, and in the nature of refinements and ab- 
stractions, higher than the Hesiodic chaos. ISTor, 
li-. "ugii full of my'iiiologic learning even to cmnbrous- 
can ihe five hyums of the Alexandrian Callima- 
chus be said to have aught of resemblance to the 
venerable system of Greek theogonies, which owes its 
promulgation to the genius of Hesiod. Studied and 
laboured to a fault, the legends which he connects 
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with, the subjects of each hymn in succession are 
tricked out with poetic devices veiy alien to the more 
direct muse of Hesiod ; and though Callimachus pro- 
fesses to record the speeches of Zeus and Artemis^ and 
to divine the thoughts and feelings that animate the 
Olympians, his readers cannot help feeling that he 

and which, though it suited the sceptical Lucian to 
twit as assumed, and unattended by results, certainly 
imparts an air of earnestness to his poetry.’* Further- 
more — and tlris is the plainest note of difference — the 
hymns of Ciil]!n::ich;.is bavo lii;,!.'; or no pretence to be 
“ genealogies,” — a form of poetry, to say the truth, not 
sufficiently attractive to please an advanced stage of 
literary cultivation, and a form, too, that lacks any 
memorable imitation in Latin poetry. To glance at 
our own poetic literature, the nearest approach to the 
form and scope of the ‘ Theogony ' is to be found, it 
strikes us, in Drayton’s ‘ Polyolbion,’ a poem charac- 
terised by the same endeavour to systematise a vast 
mass of information, and to so to speak, 

the British hills, and woods, and ravers, which are 
personified in it. 

Drayton, it cannot be denied, has infinitely more 
fancy, and li^hi..:U': the burden of his accumulated 
detail by much greater liveliness and idealism ; yet it 
is impossible not to be sirueh alsowi'.:!! bi.s enumeration 
of the streams and mountains of a given district, each 
invested with a f ■ 'h ■ ’ -I 

as of kin to its feUow, as a singular revival of Hesiod’s 
* Dialogue between Lucian and Hesiod, i. 35. 
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metliod in liis ‘ Tlieogoiiy j ’ a revival, to judge from a 
passage in his first song, ■ ■ V -i — 

“Ye sacred bards, that to vcnr li.-.rus' r!U.’i)di"fa': itiiTig.-? 
S;i::g Ibi: ancii:;.! d;:i;=ls TiiijaaM roiv of kiii.,-', 

And in your dreadful '•■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ;i i- • ‘ 

, ■■ ;■ . ■■!!■!■ !■ ■ ■: _r‘, ■. ' i iritish rites 

An d dwelt in darksome caves, there coimselling with 
sprites 

(But their opinion failed, by error led away, 

As since clear truth hath showed to their posterity), 

When these our souls by death our bodies do forsake, 

They ii.raiu do other bodies take ; 

I i;o:!;d wid;i.:d yu;:r -I :r’l« v.do;d/!(.d in v.-.y breast. 
To give my ^ ■ ’ ■ , 

— Polyolb., Song i. 30-42. 

Our theory of a conseious reference to Hesiod’s 
‘ Theogony ’ by Drayton depends on the fcjurth verse 
of this extract; hu:, h!..'Icp'.c’.'!oni;I.y of lids, (ilmost any 
page in the ‘P.f’yolb;-. ri ’ would fur-r.i-'h on: or more 
illustrations of genealogisni curiously Hesiodic. We 
might cite the rivers of Monmouth, Brecon, and 
Glamorgan, in the fourth song, or the Herefordshire 
streams in the seventh; b-iii: L'r>g:liy citations are im-- 
possible, and short extracts will ill represent the like- 
ness which a wider comparison would condiTu. In 
Pope’s “Windsor Porcst,” the cnnineration of tlic “sea- 
hom brothers ” of Old Father Thauic?, Jroui “ winding 
T sis ” to “ silent Darent,” 

“ Who swell with tributary urns his flood,” 
is indubitably a leaf out of Drayton’s book, and so 
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indirectly a tribute to Hesiod. Darwin’s ‘Eotanic 
Garden,’ and the ‘ Loves of tbe Plants/ aifect indeed 
the of nympbs and sylphs, of gnomes and 

salamanders ; but the fanciful parade of these, amidst 
a crowd of metaphors, tropes, and descriptions, has 
nothing in it to remind us of Hesiod’s ‘ 
unless it be a more tedious minuteness, and an exag- 
gerated affectation of allegoric system. In truth, 
however, Hesiod’s ‘ Theogony ’ is a work of which 
this or that side may be susceptible of rviridlei, but to 
which, in its own kind, and taken as a whole, none 
like nor second has arisen. 

The ‘ Shield* and the are of too doubt- 
ful authorship to • ■ ’ . : 1 i- of parallel- 

ism; and so our task of laying before the reader a 
sketch of the life, works, and after-influence of the 
Ascrsean poet is completed. 
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CHAPTEE I 

THEOGNIS IN YOUTH AND PEOSPEEITY. 

With tte life of Hesiod politics have little or no con- 
nection ; in ■; '■..r, T.- • ..v.:.-- we find them playing an 

essential inseparable part. And it is cnrious that the 
very feature which both poets have in common, their 

contrast and token ;!:■• : • ( h i.: ' ■ , t ienv 

— ^namely, that v.; j! .,;i j’.- j-.,?;:! i:; status is so 

unimportant as to be overlooked even by himself, with 
Theognis it occupies more space in his elegies than his 
social relations or his religious opinions. In fact, his 
personal and political life are so intermixed, that the 
internal evidence as to both must be collected in one 
skein, and cannot be separately unwound, unless at the 
risk of missing somewhat of the interest of his reiaains, 

•• !,• ■ i personality of the poet. 

It is true:' ■ ^ -jilt;--: i '1 h h- 

A. c, vol. XV. I 
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as a teacher of wisdom and virtue, hy means of de- 
tached maxims and apothegms in elegiac verse, and 
would prohahly have been loath to recognise any ele- 
ment in his poetry which was personal or limited to 
particular times and situations j yet it is now fully 
os;ablislu;d that he was one of the same section of 
poets with Callinus, Tyrtaeus, Solon, and Phocyllides, 
all of whom availed themselves of a form of versifica- 
tion, the original function of which was probably to 
express mournful sentiments, to inspire their country- 
men with their own feelings as to the stirring themes 
of war and patriotism, of politics, and of love. With 
Theognis it is clear that the elegy was a song or poem 
sung at hr' ; or symposia after the libation, and 
between the pauses of drinking, to the sound of the 
fl.ute ; and, furthermore, that it was addressed not as 
elsewhere to the compauy at large, but to a single 
guest. Many such elegies were composed by him tO' 
iriends and boon-companions, as may be inferred from 
his remains, and from the tradition which survives, 
that he wrote an elegy to the Sicilian IMcgarians on 
their escape from the siege of their city by Gelon 
(483 B.C.) ; but o-vving to the partiality of a later age 
'’(■r Lh.e nuixiins and moral .=tTitirii';Tils Avith which these 
elegies Avere iiitersperscd, and which, as we learn from 
Xenophon and Isocrates, were used in their day for 
cducarioTi'il purposes, liie sl’.fijio in which the poetry of 
Theognis has come doAm to us ■■ hi.,, T ^ 

form and drift as a handbook of maxims from Shake- 
speare is unlike an nndoctored and nn-Bowdlerised 
play. Thfinks to the German editor Welckcr, and to 
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the ‘'lesilLihion-’’ of Hookham irere, the 

original typo of these poems has been approximately 
realised, and we are able, in a \'i il measure, to con- 
nect the assorted links into a consistent and personal 
autobiography. For theclearer r.p; n'- i!-'-)'. „i i-i'-. 'i 
seems best to give a very brief sketch of the political 
( ■ p ■ . ^vi'i. -y .. .V- . 

and then to divide our notice of liimself and his works 
into three epochs, defined and marked out by circum- 
stances which gravely influenced his career and tone of 
thought. 

The poet’s fatherland, the Grecian, not Sicilian, 
Megara, ari,er assi:riii:g iis iiidependoiice of Corinth, of 
which it had been a colony, fell under the sway of a 
Doric nobility, which ruled it in right of descent and 
of landed estates. But before the logisliiiiori of Solor., 
Thengenes, the father-in-law of Gelon, had become 
lyrent or despot of -Megara, likeCypsoJus and Poii:;jidcr 
::: ■ i '■. Vy feigned adoption of the popular cause.. 

His ascendancy was about i!.i;. C30-G00, and upon his 
ovm'tbiow the aristocratic ohgarchy again got ihc upjicv 
hand for a brief space, iimil tlu' comir.ors rose against 
them, and succeeded in establishing a democracy of 
such anarchical ! 'il..: ■ \ ■’ ■; .. !’ d, i! was not 

long ere the expelled nobles were reinstated. The 
elegies of Theognis, v.ho w;:? bcrii iibout 370 
from about the beg'i.' '■ T- d. ■ » .i ■' ; 
as he belonged to ' ! i !: » ■ s !i .. 
of his party, and the spoliation of their temples and 
dwellings by the poor, who no longer paid the interest 
of their debts. Frequent reference will be found in 
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his poetiy to violent democratic measures, such as the 
adoption of the "■ ' “ " ^ 

rights, into the sovereign community; and, as might 
1)0 imagined, in the case of one who was of the best 
blood and oldest stock, he constantly uses the term “the 
good” as a synonym for “ ihe^ whilst the “ bad 

and base ” is his habitual expression to denote “ the 
commonalty.” In his point of view nothing brave 
and honourable was to be looked for from the latter, 
whilst nothing that was not so could possibly attach 
to the former. This distinction is a key to the due 
interpretation of his more political poems, and it ac- 
counts for much that strikes the reader as a hurtful 
and inexpedient prejudice on the part of the poet. 
Tor some time he would appear to have striven to 
preserve a neutrality, for which, as was to be expected, 
he got no credit from either side ; but at last, whilst 
he was absent on a sea voyage, the “bad rich” re- 
sorted to a confiscation of his ancestral property, with 
an eye to redistribution among the commons. From 
■ ■ \ d ' > f -1 ■ ■ . l ii! constant com- 

munications with Cyprus, a young noble, who was 
evidently looked i > u~ i'.- ctI:. . 1 saviour of 
his party ; but the conspiracy, long in brewing, seems 
only to have come to a head to be summarily crushed, 
and ilic- rosuli. is ihat Thoognis has to retire into exile 
in Euboea, Thebes, aud Syjucu'so in succession. How 
j ■ ■; : 1 i". these places of refuge, turn- 

ing his talents to account, and holding prcLl.}- staunch- 
ly to his principles, until a .soasi-nablr! aid to the popu- 
lar cause at the last-named sojourn, and a still more 
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seasonable doucmr to the Corintluan general, paved 
the way to his recall to Megara, will be seen in the 
account we propose ;■ ,■ -.h ■ ' : . life, 

which is supposed to have lasted tih beyond 480 b.c., 
as he distinctly in two places refers to the instant ter- 
ror of a Median invasion. That life divides itself into 
the periods of his youth and prosperous estate, his 
clouded fortunes at home, and his long and wearisome 
exile. The remainder of this chajji-eT "will serve for a 
glance at the first period. 

That our poet was of noble birth may be inferred 
from the confidence with which, in reply to an in- 
dignity put : f b! ' (.••.•b' at Thebes, to which 

we shall refer in due course, he asserts his descent 
from “ noble iEthon,” as if the very mention of the 
name would h i.)| c ).•; i- :• ; 1 

in the first fragment' (according to the ingenious 
ch.j'Ouological arrangement of Frere, which we follow 
throughout), Theognis is found in the heyday of pro- 
sperity, praying Zeus, and Apollo, the special patron 
of his r.ii.l'.or!aud, to preserve his youth 

“ Free from all ev£, happy with his wealth, 

In joyous easy years of peace and health.” 

Interpreting this language by its context, we learn 
that his ideal of joyous years was to frequent the ban- 
quets of his o'wn class, and take his part in songs 
accompanied by the flute or lyre, — 

“ To revel with the pipe, to iiliiiufc smd -iiig— 

■ i- j; ;! 

For reputation or for pucp-.-rry : ” — (F.) 
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But ^ye are not to ■ ■■ ■’ ’ language as the 

h' ' ■ ^ I wore so much the {.-xp’-ii-ssion hi- si-'h:'::-: 

moods as of a gaiety rendered reckless hy potations 
such as, we are obliged to confess, lent a not infrequent 
inspiration to his poetry. Theognis is, according to 
his own theory, quite en regie when he retires from a 
banquet 

“ Not absolutely drunk nor sober quite.” 

He glories in a state which he expresses hy a Greek 
word, which seems to mean that of being fortified or 
steeled with wine, :,ir h •••! against the cares 

of life to which he saw no shame in resorting. And 
perhaps too implicit credence is not to he given to the 
professions of indifference to wealth and character 
which are made hy a poet who can realise in verse 
such an experience as is in the fragment 

we are about to cite : — 

“ My T,i,Tin prows dizzy, whirled and overthrown 
With wine; •!■> : i. - :■ own. 

^ walls are wheeling round i* 

But let me try ! perhaps my feet are sound. 

Let me retire with v.iv roinrjiv.inct son-e, 

r-: • ,..”-(F.) 

In his more sober moments the poet could appreciate 

* Juvenal, in Satire vi. 477-479, describes drinlcing-bouts 
in imperial Eome prolonged — 


—Hodgson, 107. 
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pursuits : ■ to his vocation and iutellec- 

tual cultivation, as is seen in tis apparently early 
tliirst for knowledge, and discovery that such thirst 
does not admit of lljoiuiigh s;;il?f;ici:!on : — 

Inadequate to satisfy the miiid — 

A craving eagerness remains behind ; 
i'- ■■ ■ we cannot rest, 

Sonici fling uuktiown, or sofiioriing unj'ossLri:,” 

One who could . •. •••: ; .• f. ••.i ,■ ; • i >' i y be 

supposed to have laid up in youth a store of the best 
J , ,i- ;■■• •• and the bent of his talents, which 

was towards vocal and instrumental music and com- 
position of elegies, P, ” .. C. that in 

time of need he was able to turn it to means of sub- 
sistence. Indeed, that he Icnew what was really the 
real secret of success in a concert or a feast is seen 
in a remark which he addressed to a certain Simonides 
(whom there is no reason to identify with the famous 
poet), roC'on.mcTuling 

Sueli (■i-Leiiaiiimonl.- give '.he vriiesi ploii'irjv.'' — (F.) 

But if the poet was able to preserve the health 
which he besought the g i- ; '.i .11 

what we should call hard !:.:i ■ i‘ : i. 
pociry that ll;o “peace” : i' ■" 

no! lolcs-s him unintorruptodly. Tn one of Ms earlier 
ologiMC fr.ignieris ihorc is a liini; of youthful passion, 
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broken off by bim in bitterness at the Megarian flirt’s 
“ love for every one.” Such, at least, seems to be the 
interpretation of four lines which may be closely ren- 
dered, — 

“ While only I quaffed yonder secret spring, 

’Twas clear and sweet to my imagining. 

’Tis turbid now. Of it no more I drink, 

But hang o’er other stream or river-brink.” — (D.) 

He was determined, it seems, to be more discursive in 
his admiration for the future. How that plan suc- 
ceeded does not appear, though in several paiisiigi.'.s he 
arrogates to himself a degree of experience as regards 
women, and match-inakmg, and the like. In the end 
we have his word for it, that he proved his own 
maxim, — 

“O: i:; W-. 

TC" i !-, . - ::i .i wife.” — (F.) 

But this could not have been till long after he had 
suffered rejection of his suit for a damsel whose 
parents preferred a worse man — i.e., a plebeian — and 
had carried on secret relations with her after her 
“mating to a clown.”» His own account of this is 
curious, as its opening shows that he vented his 
chagrin on himself : — 

“ Wine I f;;ri;wo:ir, since at my darling’s side 
A meaner man has boeglit Ibo right lo bide. 

Poor cheer for me ! To s-aiu h<;i‘ parents’ thirst 
She seeks the well, and sure her heart will burst 
In weeping for my love and lot accurst. 

I meet her, cl.T p ' i :■ i T 

And they responsive gently murmur this : 
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‘ A fair but luckless girl, my lot lias been 
To wed perforce the meanest of tlie mean. 

Oft have I longed to burst the reins, and flee 
From hateful yoke to freedom, love, and thee.” 

Perhaps, on the whole, he had no great reason to 
speak -well of the sex, for in one place, as if he looked 
i‘: 1 !i I , ■ h i:.:: '■ ! 

to the effect — 

“ That men^s and women’s hearts you cannot try 
\ r ■ i which you buy; 

Nor human wit and wisdom, when you treat \ 

For SU( ■. p . . *1 •, ■■ t 1 < , : > 

Fancy! s ,‘l — (F.) ) 

But, if his witness is true, mercenary parents were as 
common of old as in our own day. He was led, both 
by liis exclusiveness as an aristocrat, and his impa- 
•. 1 i of v. to a disgust 

of— 

“ The daily marriages we make, 

Where p’i • : i* i,'. .-n .'.b-.: : f<--/ • i ; ;■ '■ ■ 

Men marry ; women are in marriage given. 

7"!, r- ■; ;* 1;:: b .thriven 

M ly 'I i ■ lb. offspring with the proudest race ; 

Thus everything is mixt, noble and base ! ” — (F.) 

And that he did ponder the regeneration of society, 
and strive to fl.'ihoja the dcpllis of the c'lucatiini qut-.:- 
tion agitated in the old world, wo kriowfiv'/u a ]..ass,'igi! 
in his elegies, which, though wo have no clue to ii;o 
time he wroicj it, desi'rves to be given in this place, 
both as connected with his notions about birth, and as 
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a set-off to the passages which have led iis to pict-Qie 
him as more or less of an easy liver : — 

■■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ;■ '■ . . but to teach 

Morals and manners is beyond our reach ; 

To make the foolish wise, the wicked good, 


Could remedy a perverse and wicked heart. 

Might earn enormous wages ! But in fact 

('* ■ ■ ■ , ; human art 

In human nature has no shai'e or part. 

Hatred of vhe, Ihe fvr.r of-diiiiuc: an ! '■in. 

Are thhigs of ncrive grcv.-rh, j‘,oi ^mfiod in ; 

Else wives and worthy parents might correct 
In children’s hearts each error and defect : 

■SViiv;re'.i“ we soe them .'Jll, 

Can rectify the passions or the will.” — (F.) 

JiTot often, however, despite his sententiousness, which 
has been the cause of his metamorphose hy posterity 
into a coiner of maxims for the use of schools and the 
instruction of life and morals, does Theognis muse in 
such a strain of seriousness. Oftenor far his vein is 
bright and gay, as when he makes ready for a feast, 
which, if we are not mistaken, was destined to take 
■ ' ■. ■, solid day.” 

“ Now that in mid caroer, chcckiug Ins f-ccc. 

The sun pauses in his pride and force, 

Let us prepare to dine and eat and drink 
The best of ■-'.i,-; -h h-. .V ; 
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Bring with a rounded arm and graceful air 
Water to wash, and garlands for our hair : 

In spite of all the systems and the rules 
Invented and observed hy sickly fools, 

Let us he brave, and resolutely drink ; 

Not luiiivliii-j :f rhe Dcg-.VJ:.r rirC (■:• sinlc.” — (F.) 

A very pretty vignette might be made of this, or of a 
kindred fragment that seems to belong to his later 
days. And to tell the truth," the poet’s rule seems to 
have been that you should “live -while you may.” 
Whether, as has been surmised by Mr Frere, ho refers 
to rlio C‘:.!Lastiv;plLe I”; | .• ' i-- • not, the four lines 
which foUo-w indicate Thcognis’s conviction that 
everything is fated, — a conviction very conducive to 
< ■ = -. Os' : •; hour. ‘Letuseat and drink, 
for to-morrow we die ’ : — 

“Iso costly saeriiicc nor offerings given 
c.-i 1. -. . I !■: , : 

iv: vr !••.!. re •■■■,■ . 

This conviction, no doubt, to a great degree hiDuenced 
the poet’s indifference to the honours of a pompous 
funeral, for which, considering his bhth and traditions, 
he might have cherished a weakness. But his tone of 
mind, we see, was such that he could anticii)ate no 
satisfaction from “ and scarves,” or what- 

ever else in his day rc [■:■■. sen.’ ed lianJsoT:.;; ob:'i:'{:!U;c:s. 
When some groat <;h:,:l^ T'-.-ihap-: o:;{' 

of ■ ' 1 r h’s party fit l-fegT-m, Wii-; lo be bovric to 
his long home with a solemn pageant, Tiicogviis has 
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no mind to take a part in it, and expresses liis reasons 
in language wherein the Epicurean vein is no less 
conspicuous than the touching common-sense : — 

“ I envy not these sumptuous obsequies, 

The stately car, the purple canopies ; 

Much better pb,-. - 1 a 'l L i ii'.-iiii!..; b . 

IVbh i ' :;i , i :; 1 1-. cheer. 

A couch of thorns, or an embroidered bed. 

Are matters of indifference to the dead.” — (F.) 

This old-world expression of the common-place that 
the grave levels all '.li.-.i.-i-ri- j..-- is : 

it lacks the similitude of life to a river, the stanzas on 
“ Man’s Life,” 1 ■ v a 5- : ^ • poet, Don J orge Manrique, 
translated by Longfellow : — 

"Our 'Iv- - ,• . livoi •, gibii'! : j':, :! 

To that unfathomed boundless sea, 

The sdent grave ! 

Thither aU earthy pomp and boast 
EoU to be swallowed up and lost 
In one dark wave. 

Tl.i '■.■•r m!; h’.y : . rr -ui « -y : 

Thither the brook pursues its way ; 

And tinkling rilL 

There all are equal : side by side, 

T: !•<» ,;■ V a- <1 ih.: - i: pride 
l.b ■■.1. 

But before Theognis could give proof of this levelling 
change, he had a stormy career to fulfil, as we shall 
find in the next chapter. 



CHAPTEE II. 


THEOGNIS IN OPPOSITION, 

Peom the indistinctness of our es to the 

sequence of erents in Megara, it is impossible to fix 
the point of time when Theognis began to be a politi- 
cal plotter j but as, during the whole of his mature 
life, his party was in opposition, it will be enough to 
trace the adverse influence of iho d('ir.irioVit doniocracy 
upon his career till it terminated in exile. We have 
seen that he was a member of a club composed of 
exclusive and aristocratic members, meeting ostensibly 
for feasting and good-fellowship, but reaUy, as their 
designation “ the good ” — ^in a sense already explained 
— clearly indicated, designed and pledged to cherish 
the traditions of a constitution to which they were 
devoted, and which for the time being was suffering 
eclipsa 

Of this club a certain Simonides was president, one 
Onomacritus a boou-oompar.ion, and Cymus, to whom 
!!■ :■ j, I"', -I some Iwo-ilrirvls of the extant verses of 
Theognis, a younger member, of whom, politically, the 
g ■ CTr Though its soirees seem 
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to have been often noisy and Bacchanalian, we must 
suppose the Aristocratic Club at Megara to have been 
as busy in contemporary politics as the Carlton ” 
or the “ Eeform ” in our general elections ; and there 
are tokens that Theognis was a sleepless member of 
C. :./i : ■ i':'" ■■ of whom 

little more than the names survive, cared more for 
club-hfe than club-politics. There was one notable 
exception. In spite of the waywardness of youth, 
and the fickleness characteristic of one so petted and 
caressed by his friends, Cyrnus must have lent his 
ears and hands to various schemes of Theognis for up- 
the ascendancy of 

the “ wise and good.” At times it is plain that Cyrnus 
(n".ii.sbh;L'cd hii!LS(:lf to have a ground of offence against 
Theognis ; and there are verses of the latter which 
bespeak recrimination and open rupture, though of 
course the poet compares himself to unalloyed gold, 
and considers his good faith stainless. The elder of 
the pair was probably tetchy and jealous, the younger 
changeable and volatile; but there is certainly no 
reason for .saj) posing that Cyrnus’s transference of his 
iriendsbip to sonu oilier poliiiciil chief resiiliod in L-itJier 
party-success or increase of personal distinction, for his 
name survives only in the elegiacs of Tliijognis, as 
indeed that poet has prophesied it would, i". 
ment the key to which Hookham Brere finds in a com- 
parison of bardic celebration with the glory resulting 
from an Olympic victory : — 

“ You soar aloft, and over land and wave 
Are borne triumphant on the wings I gave, 
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: (Tii-j ii’i-.l i:nV]ity -wings, Music and Verse). 

Your name, in easy numbers smooth and terse 
I Is ’.v.uVt d o'er 'dL-.: vui 'd ; and beard among 

The bani.p.c:i-i'.g( !-.l \ . ..ii V I ■ , 

I Heardandadmired:ibc-m-.-dubi;-j-.liiiT 

Of flutes, and 1 
' Eecite it, and to future times shall tell ; 

I "IVhen, closed v.-i:hi:i ih-.- ae];n:]c].r.il cr-J, 

1 Yo:]:- form shall Ji:f‘aMr:7v aud your empty ghi-^:- 

j 'Wundf'-r along the dreary Stygian coast. 

I Yet shall your memory flourish gi-een and yourg, 

I Eecorded and revived on every tongue, 

i In continents and islands, every place 

I That owns the language of the Grecian race, 

j X . I ^ ■ . • 1 rf - rr.--.'-;: 

W .■ I... 7.' d, 

I ! I , • ■ , V. ! . main, 

I ■; -V:;" ; 

A mighty p- ' i.v.i- * .r:. 

Fixed as the earth, immortal as the sun.” — (F.) 

Eut, to catch the thread of Theognis's story, we 
must go hack to earlier verses than the.SB, addressed to 
the young nohle whom lie regarded with a pure and 
almost pauu'ijal vegard — Iho growth, it may he, in the 
first instance of kindred political views. The verses 
of Theogiiis which refer to the second period of his 
j life begin with a caution to Cyxnus to keep his strains 

as much a secret as the fame of his poetry wiU allow, 
and evince the same sensitiveness to public opinion 
as so many other of his remains. Hp cannot gain and 
keep, he regrei;.s to own, the goodwill of his fellow- 
citizens, any more than Zeus can please all parties, 
whilst — 
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“ Some call for rainy weather, some for dry.” 

^rhafc the advice was which required such a seal of 
secrecy begins to appear shortly, in a fragment which 
presages a revolution, in which Cyrnus is looked-to 
to play a leader’s part. It- is interesting as a picture 
of the state of things which one revolution had 
brought about, and for which Th.oogo.is was haLchir.g 
a panacea in another. Slightly altered, to meet the 
political sense of the “ good ” and “ bad,” the “ better- 
most ” and the “worse” inMegarian the fol- 
lowing -v ■ !.' :: -i:. '1' 1'" v ’ >' i-d: ,1 : ■ ■; ■ : — 

“ Our commonwealth preserves its former frame, 

Our common people are no more the same ; 

Tiicy ill., it in .dcins and liidu? were rudely dressed, 

Nor dreamed of law, nor sought to be redressed 
By rules of right, but, in the days of old, 

M'itJi'i'if. tht n-aV!-', nice deer^ their place did hold. 

Are now the dominant class, and we, the rest. 

Their betters nominally, once the best. 

Degenerate, debased, timid, and mean ; 

Who can endure to witness such a scene ? 

Their easy courtesies, the ready smile 
Prompt to deride, to flatter, to beguile ! 

Their utter disregard i v w-i: .. 

Of truth or honour ! • ■ ..-f 

Never imagine you can choose a just 
O' ■, i r ..I !;' ■ trust. 

V.-:^ y.r--r ! ’rv go their way ! 

Adopt with every man the style and tone. 

Most c. ;■■■ ■ with Ids owm! 

But in your secret counsels keep aloof 
Prom feeble paltry souls, that at the proof 
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Of danger and distress are sure to fail, 

T '■ i . r . avail/’~(F,) 

Tlie last lines assuredly betoken the hrcwing of a 
conspiracy ; hut the poet goes on to lament a state of 
things -where a generation of spiritless nobles replaces 
an ancestry remarkable for spirit and magnanimity. 
Though a government by an a-risl )tv:icy of caste, if of 
this latter calibre, could not be upset, he has evident 
misgi-migs in reference to the present leaders of the 
party, whose !<■ : ■.ii- i,,': ruined the 

centaurs, destroyed “ Smyrna the rich and Colophon 
the great,” and made “ Magnesian ills ” — in reference 
to the punishment of the oppressive pride of the 
Magnesians by the Ephesians at the river Mseander — 
a by-word and a proverb in the verse of Archilochus, 
as well as of Theognis. In such a posture of affairs 
our poet professes an intention to hold aloof from 
pronounced politics and party — 

I vi:! p;.*!;.! i i:!i :■/ i..v : 

just as elsewhere he ad-nses Cyrnus to do, in a coup- 
let which may be translated — 

Piet not, if SI rife 11 : 0 townsmen reckless make, 

Piiu ’twi.'ii hoik .sides, as I, tlu- mid-way Udie.”— (D.) 

He was old enough to foresee the danger of reprisals, 
and, from policy, counselled younger Hood to abstain 
from injustice and rapine, when the tide turned,— 

“ Cymus, proceed like me ! walk not awry ! 

ISTor trample on the bounds of property.” — (F.) 

A. 0. VOl. XV. K 
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hnt lie soon found that his neutrality only procured 
hi-m the hatred and abuse of both friends and foes 
a discoYery v.-' ; h I.-.- » :> ; ■ ■ ■■■ - thus : — 

“ The city’s mind I cannot comprehend — 

Do well or ill, they 1, ' ■ i 

From base and noble blame is stUl my fate, 

Though fools may blame, who cannot imitate.” — (D.) 

It was hard, he thought, that his friends should look 
coolly upon him, if, with a view to the wellbeing of 
his party, he gave no offence to the opposite faction, — 
if, as he puts it, 

!-.y foe’s path, but keep as clear, 

As of hid rocks ui .'■c.a the pilots .=i\;or.” — (D.) 

And he is cl::. iu V.: i'l-y , public 

opinion, ■■■■;: :* ''ii/s — 

T' ■ : ; r -1 brave in common fame 
From time to time encounter praise or blame : 

The vulgar pass unheeded : none escape 
Scandal or insult in some form or shape. 

Most fortunate are those, alive or dead, 

Of whom Lho leaf! is thought, the least is said.”— (F.) 

It is as if he administered to himself the comfort 
which Adam gives Orlando — 

“ Know you not, master, to some kind of men 
T ■ :■ , ■ ■ ■ •■ .■ -.}■ , ■ enemies ? 

Ko liioi'o do your.s ; your virtues, gentle master, 

I i h , iy traitors to you.” 

— * As j'ou like ii:,’ II. Hi. 

But a candid study of the character of Theognis in- 
duces the impression that his neutrality was only fit- 
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M or temporary. A great deal of his counsel to his 
friend exliihits him in the light of a politic watcher of 
events, at one time deprecating what at another he 
advocated. Who would the champion of 

the ''wise and good” and of their policy, pure and 
simple, in these verses, hr-jathiiig a spuit of progress 
and expediency? — ^ 

‘-V 1 , . ■ y , . ;■ ■. .1 ■ . ■ : straggle not, my friend, 

Idle and old abuses to defend. 

'! i.,:., ■ (P.) 

There is also an inconsistency to he accounted for 
i. :h h V , 1 i i<‘ grounds, in the discrepant advice 

which he gives Cymus as to the friend to he chosen 
in the crisis then imminent. At one time he is all 
7): u. ^ ^ 

ation with reckless associates, as well as with fair- 
w'eather fi’ionds : — 

" Never engage with a poltroon or craven. 

Avoid him, Cymus, as a treacherous haven. . 

Those friends and hearty comrades, as you think, 
Eeady to join yon, when you feast or drink. 

Those easy irieuiis from ■■lilliculiy shihik.'’ — (P.) 

anon he i.s fo-.md suhscrih-lrig to the priuciple that 
is wliollyhiid (.■rwh-c.-lly good, ’’and recommend- 
ing his friend to conciliate, as we say, Tom, Dick, and 
Harry, so as to he “ all things to all men.” 

His;. : o ; 
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Strive to avoid offence, study to please 

T' -.‘i :■ -1 '■ ' ■■■:: brings, 

Conforniing to the rock to which he clings ; 

With every change of place changing his hue 
The model for a statesman such as you.” — (F.) 

Perhaps the clue to this riddle is, that circumstances 
: ■ . !• ■ 1: , T'-, ■ » a more pronounced 

course, — as men get desperate when they lose those 
possessions which, whilst intact, justify them in 
being choice, and conservative, and exclusive. Either 
in a fresh political revolution and a new partition of 
the lands of the republic, or, as Mr Grote thinks, in 
a movement in favour of a single-headed despot accom- 
plished by some of T1 • party, who were 

sick of the rule of the “ bad rich,” he lost his estate 
whilst absent on an unfortrmate voyage. Thenceforth 
he is a conspirator at work to recover his confiscated 
lands by a counter-revolution ; thenceforth his verses 
are a mixture of schemes for revenge, of murmurs 
against Providence, and of suspicion of the comrades 
whose partisanship he hoped might yet reinstate 
the old possessors of proiiorty. The two or three 
fragments which refer more or less directly to this loss 
may be given together. Here is one which speaks to 
the extent and nature of it : — 

Pad faitli has ruined luo : distrust alone 
Has saved a remnant : all the rest is gone 

* The creature referred to is the Sea-Polypus — Sc]pia 
Octopodia of Linnaeus — ^which is referred, to in Hesiod’s ‘ Works 
and Days’ (521) uiKhrL- i.:io crpi’-hci of “the boneless.” 
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To ruin and the dogs : the powers divine 
Mere human r-i’-iu;-, iind 

r . : .:d 

In another he invokes the help of Zeus '■ ■ : 

his friends and foes according to their deserts, whilst 
he describes himself as one who — 

“ Like to a scared and hunted hound 

■ I. . .• and half drowned, 

('■ . i .'!•••, .. -..intry rain, 

JT . ■. ■ (F.) 

The bitterness of his " the wrong he has 

suffered is intensified, in the sequel of this fragment, 
into the expression of a wish “ one day to drink the 
very blood ” of them that have done it. Eut perhaps 
the most touching and specific allusion to his spolia- 
tion is where the return of spring — to send another’.s 
plough over his ancestral fields — brings up to his 

! .Iv ■..■(: : iu 1/s 

Strikes to my heart a melancholy strain — 

"When all is lost, and my paternal lands 
Are tilled for other lords with other hands, 

Since that disastrous wretched voyage brought 
Hii:lu:siincl kiids arid everything io nOiigh:.'’ — [F.) 

A kh.diMd fooling of pain breathes in another passage 
a propos of antumn and its harvest-homes. And this 
pain he seeks to allay sometimes by reminding himself 
that 'W'-.-iiianislr rcpinijigs will but gratify bis foes, and 
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at otter times by plans for setting Providence to 
rights. Now he admits that patience is the only 
cure, and that, if impatient, — 

“ We strive like iuid ilio .\bin‘;il'.Ly ph,u 

Controls the froward, Avoak childrou (.■]' la in,” 

Now again, he seems to think sullen resistance is a 
better policy; d \ .■ . he argues 

against the justice of visiting the sins of the fathers 
on the children : — 

“ The case is hard where t. \ 

A person of an honourable mind. 

Is doomed to pay the lamentable score 
r'',,, ’."; I • ‘ i before. 

Quite undeservedly doomed to atone, 

In other times, for actions not his own.” — (F.) 

In the midst of these conflicting eu;oiion.5 il 1= 
to find that he can extend a welcome out of the 
remnant of his fortunes to such lie'’vd:rii.Ty fii.:i'h us 
one Clearistus, who has come across the sea to visit 
him ; and it is consistent with his early habits that he 
should try the effect of dr care in the bowl, 
though he is forced to admit that this factii ''•us 
ohhvion soon gives place to bitter retrospects, and 
equally bitter pro.=pf:cts. 

We must not however suppose that T’ • ] ■ and, 
his fellow-sufferers hrooded altogether passively over 
their wrongs. .IT'" ; ■ Vd vi,- ■ ,■■■. : - y the 

state to a ship in a storm, betray a weakness , in the 
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ruling powers, eminently provocative of the eineute or 
insurrection which was to follow: — 

“ Such is our state ! in a tempestuous sea, 

;ill il'fs ragbg in mutiny ! 

No duty followed, none to reef a sail, 

To work the vessd, or to pump or hale : 

All is abandoned, and without a check 
'i luv r:;;gli'..\ -ea com-;-.-: .iVixei'iug o’er the deck. 

Our steersman, hitherto so bold and steady, 

Active and able, is deposed already. 

No discipline, no sense of order felt, 

Tl;o djily i,iv, unduly dealt. 

All that is left of order or command 
Committed wholly to the basest hand. 

\ V 1 , think 

It were no marvel though the vessel sink. 

- » .y u. I ’:' ’i, 

I; ; >. I !.' •; i I..! .v. o I ! ; weUJ” 

. It is easy to discern in the last couplet a liiiit to his' 
partisans to take advantage of this posture of affairs, 
and the fragments which serve as a context revert to 
the drowning state, discuss who is staunch and what 
i.> roiicii in li, ami inijJy generally that the sole reason 
for not striking is distrust of the number and fitness 

“ The largest company you could enroll, 

A. single vo??.;] could o]n’:>;irk i-lio wlolf: ! 

So few thoi'C: art: : the no’jk TivaTi’.y rdufls, 

Faithful and firm, the men that honoTur binds ; 

I.ejpn giiablo to tl;:T-ger .-md to pain 

And low .seduction in the shape of gain.”— (F.) 
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But the time comes when such a chosen few have to he 
resorted to, as a last resource, in preference to the ruin 
certain to overtake them if, after their plots have been 
divulged, they sit still and await it. There is extant 
a of some length, which Mr Ficrvc; iiigeuiov.jly 

conceives to have been the heads of Tb- ■ ; ■ ■ 

to the conspirators. Its conclusion represents the 
oath of the malcontents, a formula pledging assistance 
to friends and requital to foes to the very uttermost. 
It breathes the courage of desperation, but does not 
hold out a prospect of success which could justify 
the resort to action. The precise nature of what fol- 
lowed we know not. An elegiac and subjective poet 
like Theognis is readier to moralise than to describe. 
The outbreak may have had a gleam of success, or 
may have been crushed at the beginning by the foxe- 
■sight of iis opponents, or the despair and faiut heart of 
its promoters. It seems quite clear, however, that, 
perhaps by the aid of an armed force from some demo- 
cratic state, most likely Corinth, the insurrection is 
beaten to its last breathing-place. TT- i-f i.-! :* .'“i. 
v' ' ’.1 v’viT.v - il.-:. hurried resolve of the r'.r^y 
( r C;- ’.■'.li;.-' ,!; ■.] Theognis io abandon their country and 
ill-starred enterprise : — 

“ A speechless messenger, the beacon’s light, 

Annomicos danger frorii the inouniaiifs heighr ! 

Bridle your hor-scs fUid piv-paro to ily ; 

A momentary pause, a narrow space, 

Detains them ; hut the foes approach apace ! 



IN OPPOSITION. 


163 


We must abide wbat fortune ias decreed, 

And hope that Heaven mil help us at our need. 

Make your resolve ! At home your means were great ; 
Abroad you will retain a poor estate ; 

Yet live secure, at least from present want.” — (F.) 

Such, then, was the issue oi .ill (m.-poers p')oli:irig end 
club-intrigues, his poetic exhortations, and his hopes 
of a saviour in Cyrnus. hTot only did he fail of the 
aggrandisement of his party and the recovery of his 
estate : he had henceforth also to realise the miseries 
of exile. 



CIIAPTEE III 

THEOGNIS IN EXILE. 

Deiven from his c .'i! :‘y i’ . h unsuccessful ris- 
ing against the party in power, uoxi ajupear.-? 

as a refugee in Euhoca, where a faction of congenial 
political'. '■ ’ ' i ■' i • i ’• ' ' i ■* ’■ ' ■ ■. 

But his sojourn must have "been brief. The aristocracy 
of the island was no match for the commonalty, when 
the latter was hacked hy Corinthian sympathisers, 
whose policy was to upset hereditary oligarchies, and 
to lift an individual to supreme power on the shoulders 
of the people. Before this strong and sinister influence 
our poet probably had to bow in Euboea, as he had 
already bowed in Megara. The principles to which he 
clung so tenaciously were doomed to ill luck, and he 
felt the disasters of his party little short of a personal 
disgrace. It was the old story of the g'ood and iad, 
in the political and social sense alreadj' noticed ; and, 
as at ^legav.i, the good got the worst of it : — 

Alas for our disgrace ! Ceriulhus lost,* 

The fair Lelautian plain ! A ’ *’ , •■=? . I- 

'' T.. . well- watered 

plain, which was an old source of contention betwixt the Ere- 
trians and Chalcidians. 
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Invade it — aE the hraDe banished or fled ! 

Within the town lewd ruffimis in their stead 

Eule it at random. Such is our disgrace. 

May Zeus (xc>iV.:;i:.i llu, (h-Ti.-=(:li.d!:g ra'..;- : (F.) 

Breathing from his heart this curse against the policy 
of the Corinthians above referred to, and conveniently 
named after the usurper -who founded the system, 
Theognis soon retired to Thebes, as a state which, 
from its oi:.(;ti sympatf-'v U'i:]) the politics of the ban- 
ished M. . would he likeliest to offer them an 
asylum, and to connive at their projects for recovering 
their native city by force or subtlety. The first 
glimpse we have of him at Thebes is characteristic of 
the man in more ways than one. At the house of a 
noble host, his love of music led him to an interfer- 
ence with, or a rivalry of, the hired music-girl Argyris 
and her vocation, which provoked tlie gibes of the 
glee-maiden, and possibly lowered him in the estima- 
tion of the company. But the love of music and 
song, which led him into the - ‘ ■ I .,l i. to 

furnish biin with a ready and extemporised retort to 
the giiTs insinuation that perhaps his mother was a 
flute-player (and, by impheation, a slave) — a retort 
which he, no doubt, astonished his audience by sing- 
ing to his own accompaniment : — 

“ ■: ! I ■ V..' . T' ebes has given 

■■ :■ i . . :■ • i" !■ ■■ i r. : country driven. 

A cruco to : iiiA' parents mock tliou nal, . 
liiine, not mine, girl, :s t.li«: .-hivi-li loi. 

I'-.i”: xuc.uy rui id ibi: o.\;]e has tc brave : 
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Or bought with price. A francMse I retain, 

Albeit in dreamland, and oblivion's plain.” — (D.) 

The verses seem to be inscirict- wirh a I'AKnf.n.r bred 
from V - even 

whilst the singer’s dependence upon his own talents 
rather than on hired minstrelsy bespeaks him a citi- 
zen of the world. But, apart from such scenes 
and such entertainments in hospitable Thebes, oui- 
poet found time there for schemes of revenge and 
reprisals, and for the refugee’s proverbial solace, the 
pleasures of hope. Whilst a portion of his day was 
spent in the congenial society of the cultivated noble — 
the cmtretewps at whose house does not seem to have 
interrupted ihcir frusridship — aTu>i:bor portion was de- 
voted to projects of return, which a fellow-feeling 
would prevent from appearing tedious to the; ear of lu.s 
partner in exile, Cyrnus. To him it is amusing to 
find him comparing his hardships to those of Ulysses, 
and gathering hope of vengeance from the sequel of 
the wanderings of that mythical hero : — 

“ Doomed to descend to Pluto’s dreary reign, 

Yet he returned and viewed i:i.i Iwnso iigaiii, 

And wroiilcesl his vcng(!ance on llic plimdeiiiig crew, 

T:- ' f:- ,! -i.';- whom he slew: 

Whilst ah the while, with steady faith unfeigned, 

T-- d ■ ■! 

! ■ r i;:;!- = . 

For his arrival and return to power.” — (F.) 

According, indeed, I ; T: it should 

seem that his Penelope at Megara was as blameless as 
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I 


tlie Ithacan ] ;■ ■ r P he takes Cyrnus 

to witness, in a (juaiiit fashion enough, that 

■ li; , 

Nothing can egnal goodness in a wife. 

In our V. . -1 ' fr:': 

You vouch for 1 : 10 , niy rrieritl, and I for you." — (F.) 

It must he allowed that this is a confirmation, under 
the circumstances, of the poet’s dictum, ‘‘tiidt uhiS-.-nci- 
is not death to those that love;” but still one is 
\ ,, -.v >• v.' i" , Ti- v" .• s ,i J\]‘cgara tlioiight 

of these restless, revolution-mongering husbands, as 
they beheld them in the mind’s eye bobbing and nob- 
bing over treason in some “ Leicester Square " tavern 
01 ]v,ib'.v;a u!' of Thebes. ■ Tl. . ■ ’ > 

no doubt, was gr. .1 '• .« ••'i:- v.« !’ j ; ■■ : 

and the sole .deity still left to reverence, Hope, became 
more winsome to his fancy as ho dwelt on the refine- 
ments he had to forego, now that he was bereft of 
home and property. The following fragment repre- 
sents this state of feeling : — 

'‘For huTi’.r.n mituro Hope rvuniiin? alcne 
Of all the deities — ^the rest axe floira. 

Faith is departed ; Truth and Honour dead ; 

And ail the Graces too, my friend, are fled. 

'Phe scanty spoi:i’.iii;riP of liviug worth 
Dwindled Ui iiotliing and cxiir.ct on earili. 

Yi’.t while I Ih'C aiid view iho light of lica'.-rr; 

(Since Hape rcTiiau:', and TKrven ha'.ii I'Ceri ilriven 
From the distracted world) ihe single scope 
Of my devotion is to worsliip ; 


f 
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Let Hope '■ 

Mr Frere notes tlie characteristic touch in the fourth 
liue, “The victim of a popular revolution lamenting 
that democracy has li!-.' .* Graco.':.” But as 

time passed, and the exiles still failed ti.) conipass iliL-ir 
return, distrust and impatience begin to he rife amongst 
them. Theognis applies the crucible, 'which frequently 
figures in his poetry, and might almost indicate a 
quondam connection with the 'd i Tm' i ^ . '1 ■! 

to discover a 1 :■! the whole 

range of his friends. In bitterness of spirit he finds 
out at last that 

“ An exile has no friends ! no partisan 
Is firm ox faithfvd to the banished man ; 


A ; i .. punishment 

.i •» : se than banishment.” — (F.) 


And under these circumstances he is driven in earnest 
to the course which, in his ‘ Achamians,’ Aristophanes 
represents Diceeopolis as adopting — ^namely, private 
negotiations li m-, , y\, _ , 1 ,;. 

Fver lecuiTiiig to his “pleasant gift of verse” when 
he had “ a mot ” to deliver, a shaft of 'wit to barb, or 
a compliment to ’ iv, T: I- i ii. 

wherewith to pave the way to his reconciliation and 
restoration. If the whole poems were extant, of which 
the lines we are about to cite represent Frcrc’s mode of 
translating the first co’.qilot, it would, as the translator 
acutely surmises, be found to contain a candid review 
of the past, an admission of errors -on his own side, an 
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advance towards making things pleasant with the 
other, and a first overture to the treaty he was desir- 
ous to negotiate with the victorious party. 

“ No mean or coward heart will I commend 

Nor with ungenerous hasty zeal decry 
A nohle-minded gallant enemy.” — (F.) 

But the halt, t]io::gh specious, did not tempt those 
for' whom it was designed. In another short fragment 
is recorded the outburst of the poet’s disappointment 
at finding i., - khvar lost.” He seems to have aban- 
doned hope at last in the words — 

“ Not to be born — ^never to see the sun — 

No worldly blessing is a greater one ! 

And the next best is speedily to die, 

And lapt beneath a load of earth to lie.”— -(P.) 

But even a man without hope must live — that is, 
unless he terminate his woes by self-slaughter, a chr- 
nier ressort to which, to do liim J' ■: :< •?. Ti; 
no allusion. And so— -it would seem because Thebes, 
though it gave sympathy and hospitahty, did not give 
means of earning a subsistence to the Megarian re- 
fugees— ^we find him in the next fragment — the last 
of those to Cymus — announcing a resolu- 

tion to flee fiom poverty, the worst of miseries ; — 

“ In poverty, dear Cymus, we forego 
!ri\.:i;doin in woivi ar.ii deed — bcly a:i'l iiiicJ, 

-\c::(jiL a:;d iboiighr are iblienrJ ard con lined. 

us fJiou iiy, dear Cvr::u;, o:!*,:: auai’i I 
"iVidc as I bo hmiis ol' iia; Ixid and inain, 
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From tliese entanglements ; with these in view, 
Death is the lighter evil of the two.” — (F.) 

Possibly, as we beaj no more of him, the poet’s 
younger r.‘ ■; I, ■ : ■■■ ' pond to 

the invitation. Certainly Thcognis shortly transferred 
his residence to Sicily, that isle of the west, which 
was to his countrymen what America is to ours, the 
refuge of unemployed enterprise and unappreciated 
talent. Arrived there, he quickly shakes off the gloom 
which the impressions of a sea-voyage would not tend 
to lighten, and prepares to grapple in earnest the 
problem ^Ciow' to manage to live." Though he gives 
vent to expressions which show what an indignity 
work must have seemed to 

■■ A ; 'y form, an elevated mind, 

Once elegantly fashioned and re^ed,” 

his .1 -1 .••■'me to his aid, and he con- 

V.:.:. generalisation that 

“ AH kinds of shabby shifts are understood. 

All kinds of art are practised, bad and good, 

All kinds of ’..:.y ; > i-. i;- a 1 . ’ — (F.) 

Not that he descends in his own person to any un- 
worthy art or part. Having satisfied himself that his 
voice and skill in music were his most marketable 
gifts, be set up as an assistant performer at musical 
festivals ; and, in one of his pieces, he apologises for 
his voice being likely to fail at one of those entertain- 
ments, because be had been out late the night before 
sc-re:uuling for hire. The poor gentleman no douht 
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Bad to do ■V: ' - and to put up with snuBs lie 
nevGL’ dreamed of in Ilia palmy club-life at home. Hfe 
sensibilitiL'S were outraged by ^'ulgar noiweanx riches ’ 
who employed his talent, as well as by professionals 
who quizzed him as an amateur. Fortunately he 
could get his revenge in a cheiip way upon both 
classes. Here is his thrust at the former: — 

“ Dunces are often rich, wl-ilo ’Tid-p-nce 
Tbv.i'rV' the •le.h/r.s of .•.nil Si-r.??. 

Nor wealth alone, nor judgment can avail ; 

In either c v-re ml i.ud injj-'vovvmcnt falU' — (F.) 

As to the latter, ■ '1 . can be more fair and open 

than the test to -which he piv)p;..i(:s s-.ibmii his o’^vn 
pretensions, and those of one Academus, who had 
twitted him with being a cross between an artist and 
an amateur : — 

«;i ..b' i ! . :.‘b- • •!: J. ]' -..I.d. 

J s' ■■■.,, !• /: 

.• ■. s’ 

Which is the better u-iy.slrid of ibe two. 

Then would I show you that a mule surpasses 
In his performance all the breed of asses. 

Enough of snob, dl.-course : new Ic-t us try 
To join ov.r ’.i;.-?!: or.i .ivour.-, you arid I, 

With voice and music ; since the Muse has b]e.ssed 
■ Us both with her endowments ; and possessed 
With the fair science of harmonious .soimil 
The neigh': iouiing peoido, and the citic.s round.” — (F.) 

The retort was two-edged. 'Wliilsb Tlieognis tmns 
A. 0. voL XV. L 
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the laugh against an ungenerous rival, and this in the 
spirit of a true gentleman,' he finds a sly means of 
paying .> ■' ” : .?!; i’’ '■ of the pu'blic, 

upon whose appreciation of music he had to depend 
for support. It is plain that he gauged that public ac- 
curately. "By degrees it becomes evident that he is 
getting on in his chosen profession — not indeed to the 
extent of being able, as he puts it in a terse couplet, 
“ to indulge his spirit to the full in its taste for the 
graceful and beautiful/’ but, at all events, of having 
wherewithal to discourse ■. r on the question of 

indulgence and economy, fi^om which we infer that he 
had made something to save or to lose. After weigh- 
ing the ]pros and cons in a more than usually didactic 
passage, he confides to his hearers and ' readers the 
reason why he inclines to a moderate rather than a 
reckless expenditure : — 

For sometliing should be left when life is fled 
’ : ■ d f , the dead; 

Those easy tears, V • -i '. ■ ' b.'i 

Of kindly recollection and regret. 

Is a sure profit, never wholly lost ; 

Not altogether lost, though left behind, 

Bequeathed in kindness to a friendly mind. 

And for the present, can a lot be found 

F.;:- h, i. 1 ; ■ v- h 

And easy competence, with honour crowned ; 

T ;■■■■. good and wise, 

ij ' ■■■ ip' ■. courtesies ; 
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"VV'i:.;: Iiooifj-ir r.n-l pre-eminence of place, 

Co^-v.'.l i;r;(i lliv; r;ii:;j 7i.(:o ?” — (F.) 

With these laiidahlc ambitions he r'i ')vc- 

£t his I r-f director of choral entertainments,'* 
until, it would seem, upon the incidence of a war 
between ni;j]!oci“;;:.os, the tyrant of Gela, and the 
Syracusans, he was induced to go out in the novel 
character of a chmiipion of freedom to the battle of 
Helorus. When Corinth and Corcyra combined to 
deliver Syracuse from the siege which followed the 
loss of this battle, it is probable that the Corinthian 
deputies were surprised to find the poet, whom they 
had known as an orgarebisi at Megara, transformed 
into a very passable democrat, and seeking their good 
offices, with regard to his restoration to his native city. 
Tlio.-:, hov.-iivci, be found could not !• 1 ‘.'i ' 

through a bribe ; and accordingly, whilst he no doubt 
complied with the terms, he could not resist giving 
vent to his disgust in a poem wherein the Corinthian 
commander is likened to Sisjphus, and which ends 
with the hitter words — 

■■■‘Famo is a jest; f : 

No power on earth is like the power of gold.” — (F.) 

It sliould seem that the bribe did j)ass, and that vrhile 
the negoLiatiems consequent upon it were pending, 
Tb-..:' g’.is drew so near his home as friendly Laced®- 
mon, where he composed a pretty and Epicurean strain 
that tells its own story : — 
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“ Enjoy your time, my soul ! another race 
A'/ilL 'lioriiy fill i!ie v.-.jrli], ■.■ko yo:-! place, 

With their own hopes and fears, sorrow and mirth ; 

I shall be dnst the while and crumbled earth. 

But tbinh not of it ! Drink the racy wine 
Of rich Taygetus, press’d from the vine 
Which Theotimus, in the sunny glen 
(Old Theotimus loved bj*- gods and nion), 

Planted and watered from a plenteous source, 
Teaching the 'I”. •, ’ 'P ■ : 

Drink it, and cheer yoiu’ heart, and banish care : 

A load of wine will lighten your despair.” — (F.) 

Wlien in the concluding fragments (we follow Mr 
Hookliam Frere’s arrangement here as in most in- 
stances) TluHvgins is found reinstated in liis native 
country, the sting of politics has been evidently 
extracted, as a preliminary ; and the burden of his 
song thenceforth is the praise of wine and ol“ ba!iii;iv;!,s. 
These are his recipes, we learn in a • -j ■; ■ which con- 
tributes to the ascertainment of his date, for driving 
far 


“All ib. rs of Pei.'t.a, and her threatened war,” — 

an impending danger, to which he recurs vaguely in 
another ’ It has been surmised from his 

speaking of age and death as remote, and of convivial 
, v ■ i’ ’ to the fear of these, that 

he was not of very advanced age at ii'o of 

M ' . ' ■ It is to be hoped that, when restored to 
home after his long exile, his wife was alive to receive 
him with warmer welcome than his childreu, to whom 
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’ ■■ Probably they 

bad been estranged from bim during bis absence by 
tbe influence of the party in power, and they may also 
bave been ill pleased at bis devotion to tbe artistic 
pursuits wbicb ministered to bis substance in exile 
and loss of fortune. To tbe end of bis days, 
ful it should seem and undisturbed thenceforward, 
be fulfilled bis destiny as a “ servant of tbe Muses,” 
recognising it as a duty to spread tbe fruit of bis 
poetic genius, rather than, as in bis earlier years, to 
bmit it to bisinner ..I.- >■' 'i.i :• ! — 


Tn secret, like a miser with bis pelf.”— (F.) 

It would be unhandsome in us to take leave of 
Tli'/Ogriis Aviibont a word of felicitation to tbe poet’s 
shade on the ' .• • y • ' ’ i" ;!■ • -I-. !. i has met 

with at tbe bands of modern scholars. Time was — a 
time not so very long ago — ^wben tbe comparatively 
few who r / i ■ « I i‘«- 

saw in him simply a stringer together of maxims in 
elegiac verse, such as Xenophon bad accounted bim ; 
and Isocrates had set him down in ■ ;• >* ■■ . . ,, ■ / 

•with Hesiod and Phocylides. But, thanks to tbe Ger- 
mans, "W-' I I"*!'." ,i- 1 ■, - i 1 ■ - 

man, -Tolin TTookbam Pn ie. the ekgiac poet of illegara 
has been piovod lo be r.: ! ‘i ; r ■■ 
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wMch are not liard to gather up. The result is, not 
that his ina,yiuis are less notable, but that vre realise 
the life and character of him who moulded them into 
yerse — verse which is often elegant in expression, and 
always marked by a genuine and forcible subjectivity. 
The task of tracing this life in his works has been 
rendered easier to the author of the foregoing pages by 
the ingenious and skilful labours of Mr Frere. 


END OF HESIOD AND THEOGNIS. 
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In this series the attempt has heen made to ■ 

introduction to the great -writers of Greece .".r.'i "n:r-n. .■.•= .'jiiy 
open to those who have not received a classical education— or 
in whose case it he - ’ 

acquaintance with c, . ‘ ' ' , . ' ' '■ 

iiK, ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ • ' . 

'S : ■ , ■ ■ , : ■ in our ■ ' ■ : ' . ■ '■ ■ 

daily iiress, to the works of the ■’ . ; ' . i .■ 
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the familiarity with the whole dramatis 2>6rso7iai of ancient 
fr.ivi which modem -ivTiters on all '-ni;;. '..I- assume 
on the part of their readers, mate such an acquaintance almost 
n. r\- Tev rh'.. -. who care not only to read hut to understand. 
Even in the case of readers who have gone through the re- 
gular classical course in their C.= y. ih. acquaiutauce, if honest 
confession were made, would he found very imperfect. It is 
said, of course, that “ every English g.'.r.i h.’!..;:!. i ■ ; : i-.-r.i- ; - 

hut this is one of those general assertions which rest upon very 
loose ground. An ordinary observer of the habits of the class 

In the case of ladies, and of t!i.: bony oi general readers 

who have received either no classical education, or a very im- 
perfect one, probably less is now known of Homer, Virgil, or 
Horace, than in the da - w ; 1 Francis’s 

translations were first y ,ce for the 

time on every literary table. 

There appears a strong • , study of Greek 

and Latin, which has so long been our exclusive idea of a 
“ liberal ” education, will hereafter be confined within a narrower 
circle. Yet some knowledge of the ancient Classics must 
continue to be the key to much of our best English literature. 
If, as some educational reformers suggest, a systematic course 
. , ,■'■■■’7 be substituted for Latin and Grecdc in our 

: ■ , ■ - ■ 'lools, such a training will necessarily in- 

volve the careful study of the masters of English thought and 
style, and more especially of those earlier authors wliose ta.ste 


It may be said that we have translations of all the oest auu 
ni'j't T...:,ri’idnr of the classical authors, and that many of these 
are a'.imii.d.il.; in their execution. This is quite true. The 
Ibad, the Odyssey, the jEneid, Horace, and some of the Greek 
Dramatists, have lately found translators who, in point of taste 

i', But the results 

=’ ■ 7" I ■ ■ ,■/ _ ; . '...d by those whose 

acquaintance with ■ 7, ■ . ■■ thori; lo appr(-r.r..te not 

(la'y the pod live beauiy of the Eugiiih vors=ii:i. oui. iG ■ .dative 
merit as conveyiug the spirit and sense of the Greek or Latin 
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author. Even the best translation (o'-;--*;-!-/!';;/ . [ the I'classical 
poets) may fail to have a continuous interest for the merely 
modern reader, unless.he has some previous f.;!!!:'!.. lii v v-.r.-i 
the argument of the work, t’ ;. p-.i.---)’ introduced, and the 

.' ! which the scene and action lie. 

The aim of the present series is to -r'-'' ' ^ fgj, 

general readers, who these were, and what they 

Avrote ; to give, wherever pO'.-">l ■, i.w. connected outline of 
the story Avhich they teU, or the facts which they record, 
checked hy the results of modem investigations ; to present 

• I I " ’ ■ ■ ■■■ . ’ T .in- 

to serve, in short, as a popular Djtrospcct oC tiie cliief literature 
of Greece and Rome. The attempt appeals, as will he seen, to 
a circle outside that of classical scholarship; possibly 

some who have all leg;1 io 'i-nk a-: -I'l .I,;; who now 
stand rather on the “r-jin -l li.-. ” ■»: .'n-v'-.;.:, !'..i.y in these 

pages meet some old aofpiairitance.s Avhom they have almost 
forgotten. If, in any case, they find our reintroduction unsatis- 
factory, none would advise them more heartily than we do to 
renew the old personal intercomse for themselves. 


OPINION'S OF THE PRESS. 

“ A series which has done, and is doing, so much towards 
spreading among Englishmen intelligent and appreciative views 
of the cliief classical authors.” — Standard. 

‘'It is diiliculL to estimate too highlj’ the value of such a 
series as this in giving ‘En = 

as ii: got.', iiiU) ih'!;-: ohhn ■' * = ' ■ ■ ! j 

many of us so close. It is in no wise to he looked upon as a 
rival to the translations Avhich have at no time hecn hrouglit 
forth in greater abundance or in greater excellence than in our 
own day. On the contrary, we should hope that these little 
volumes would he in many cases hut a land of stepping-stone to 
the larger! ■■■..■ i ■ , 

r.- i , ■ 
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ton, Worsley, Derby, or Lytton. In any case a reader would 
. ■ ■ ' with far greater 

enjoyment, to the complete translation, wbo bad first bad the 
ground broken for bim by one of these volumes,”- > 

Review, Jan. 18. 

“ These Ancient Classics have, without an exception, a two- 
fbldvalue. 'I'.'u ;. nojicii 'n a;-d Ci.w arerichin 

social and historical interest. We not only have a faithful pre- 
sentation of the stamp and quality of the literature which the 

dern world, but ‘ ■ ... ‘ C • ‘ ■ 

pictures of whal . ' \ r. 

merely taken back over a space of twenty centuries, and placed 
'■ ■ ■ : ■ 1 ■ ’ I . ■ of the Acropolis, or in the vory 

heart of the Forum, but we are at once brought behind the 
scenes of the old Eoman and Athenian existence.” — jVorning 
Advertiser. 

the other volumes of this useful series, most of which are exe- 
cuted w'.ih ii;:-.': a’.'ik'.v.” — Quarterly Revietv. 

Ji i-i ii.r|'o>M'.-lo !■') i-i.-.i-e ‘.ro i;i..-h]y the conception and exe- 
cution of rlris serie.s of the Classics. T.'i'-y r.re ;i kin-: of ‘ Biblio- 
theca Olassicorum’ for unlearned readers, but executed b\ '-u-i. 
of the most accomplished scholarship, and therefore conveying 
the very colour and tone of the authors. They will be as plea- 
sant to scholars as they are valuable to those who kitow only 
their mother tongue.” — liriiiil, Quarferly Review. 

“ The great merit of this series is that its volumes, instead of 
furnishing translations of classical works, give their .story in 
modern jirose, made as accurate and lifelike as their scholarly 
authors can make them.” — Examiner. 
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